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Appendix 1: Summary of Responses from Community Engagement Activities 

The responses below are shared directly from community meetings, submissions, survey responses 

and the online ideas map portal. The responses have been loosely grouped into categories of key 

issues. Some comments will cover multiple issues and are only listed here once in their main 

category.  

 

AESTHETICS 

● It'd be lovely to see a shade garden here (like Wendy's Secret Garden in Lavender Bay). 

Could include different compartments for privacy and benches to sit and relax. 

● "It would be wonderful to create a little haven for people to sit and soak up sun and 

community with a beautiful gazebo with lots of plants and senior friendly seating and access. 

A water feature to dull the road noise would be wonderful.  Somewhere to go and catch up 

with community and participate with games (chess, cards etc)  

● It would be a nice respite from the noise and clutter of the coffee shops." 

● He doesn't use the park. Has never used it. Most people don't know that it exists and that is 

a public space. Look at the Canopy and Lane Cove. It works well. What is going to go where 

the buildings are. There is such a big space, flying fox would be cool, something fun Parking 

review and traffic and management around the site, timed parking etc. Looking at current 

operations. How do we take the emphasis of Ryde Road? Include screened plantings and 

uniform. It looks like scrappy. Needs a bike track, increase pedestrian access. Make sure it 

looks beautiful. Create something different. How do we continue to maintain?  Dog parks 

etc... social connection. more seating look at - easy access is important. Water feature, 

would be nice, too steep to get to the water so how do we bring the river up, park. Hide the 

car park. Lighting at night. Night markets would be great there. Street Feast. Love to see it 

happening, light it up at night. Fairy lights in the trees,  

● Living here for 30 years, 2 times per week, meditate and exercise. Values the spaceAgreed 

with biodiverse design. sees the reason for fencing however it is not inviting, use natural 

boundary. Improve community boundary. Younger people involved. It should be respected 

as a great place for elderly. Wouldn’t agree to bathroom. 

● "Have a beautiful garden with a water feature and nicer picnic tables with nearby low key 

public toilets. 

●  Be able to watch the crochet players 

●  Lamp post lighting at night and a updated back gardens to the council owned houses 

integrated into the park." 

● Kids play, walk dog, enjoy gardens and green space/aesthetics 

● Peaceful, relaxed and with nature. 

● I enjoy the look and feel of the existing plants and trees in the space and the way in which 

they are located in and around the park. The way in which the existing plants and trees 

surround the croquet area is also quite unique. The croquet area provides a really unique 

atmosphere to the overall space. 

● There is no reference to its history and it needs beautification. 

● relaxed, enjoying the natural spaces and established trees 

● Relaxed and at peace 

● Calm, peaceful, wish it was more connected and fence to keep children safe from rude road 
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● Peaceful, happy and relaxed. 

● Pleased that it is open space 

● Lovely. Nice and relaxed. 

● Relaxed, it is always a pleasure stepping onto the grass in such a built-up area. 

● Relaxed, happy 

● It is not the prettiest garden, introducing a variety of plantings and a stone fence would 

improve the aesthetics of the space. 

● Serene. Quiet. Peaceful. 

● I enjoy the quiet, the trees, the pocket of nature in a built-up area. 

● Peaceful calm, relaxed and happy. The only anxiety is a worry about toddlers and/or their 

balls ending up on Ryde Rd or Matthew St, where there's traffic. We need a safety fence!! 

We need some rubbish bins - that's all we need! 

● It is very calming because it is simple and green with interesting trees. 

● No, except the park is important to the nature and vibe of HH - if it was built out in anyway 

the green nature of HH would be eroded and Ryde Rd becomes just a plain and ordinary 

thoroughfare. 

● "This park is a real asset to our community. I do use other parks in our LGA and I feel they all 

have their own character. I go to Clarkes Point for walking and picnic, as well as Tarban 

Creek and Boronia Park. I think Figtree is quite special, more of a reflective and aesthetic 

space. Though I am not adverse to appropriate activities being held in the park to heighten 

awareness and increase usage. 

●  Fig tree Park is not a big park and I think we should be very careful about its redesign. I 

would hate it to end up being a cluttered space.  

●  I think more people have used the park during Covid, and I think local workers enjoy the 

opportunity to sit outside in the fresh air.  

●  I believe scale is really important in a space of this kind. Do not clutter." 

● Peacefulness 

● I did read about some potential developments taking place on Gladesville Road behind the 

park. It's important that these developments can cater for the needs of the community and 

do not overpower the atmosphere of the park. At the same time, I'd like to see the croquet 

space remain. 

● To see a proper landscape architects, plan for open space in an historic precinct. CF Pirrama 

Park for City of Sydney (aspect). CF Paddington Reservoir 255a Oxford St in busy historic area 

on Oxford St for City of Sydney. (Tonkin Zulaika Greer) 

● "Your limited budget is going to necessitate inadequate development. 

●  Unless Council has the necessary resources the development will be a monumental 

disappointment. 

●  Any vision and aesthetics will be limited to the inevitable catastrophe that it will become." 

● Position and aesthetics of proposed public toilets need to be considered so as to not be 

visible or imposing for Ryde Road residents. 

● I drive past. It’s dead. Nowhere to park so we go to cafes and use spaces elsewhere. 

● Proud of my ‘hood, calm and refreshed 

● Positive, but often think it could be further utilised. 

● Tranquil, peaceful, happy, sociable when meeting other residents 

● Calm and optimistic. 

● rested, relaxed, grounded, unhurried 
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● It a very relaxed peaceful place even with the busy road. It feels like a refuge. 

● Peaceful and happy 

● Invigorated, peaceful 

● Tranquillity and peace 

● It’s a really beautiful park. Just unused!! 

● Relaxed & calm 

● relaxed 

● It’s nice but could be so much more 

● It's a relaxing, healthy place where one can exercise, or enjoy a coffee with friends in the 

fresh air, the winter sun or the summer shade under trees. 

● Tired... 

● Sense of belonging in a nice community 

● Relaxed 

● "Peaceful. It’s lovely having a park so close by. It’s amazing how quiet and calming it can be, 

even whilst near a main road.  

●  It’s a nice alternative to huge parks with sporting fields and play equipment etc." 

 

COMMUNITY AMENITY  

● Install outdoor table tennis table (vandal-resistant, made of steel or concrete) as in 

Blackman Park, Lane Cove, and Bradfield Park, North Sydney. 

● I hope the park stays much the way it is with only minor upgrades actioned, such as a 

communal garden with veggies and herbs, more seating and gym equipment added in. Save 

the funds and use where they are needed more. The beauty of this park is its open space, 

greenery and tranquillity - a beautiful spot to stop and appreciate nature. 

● Lane Cove Plaza is a good community space 

● We enjoy using the facility twice a week for health and self-defence training. The place is 

perfect to provide valuable training and life style for local community. 

● This space is a great size for Feldenkrais classes. Having these premises affordable for a wide 

range of classes for all ages would be very useful 

● "We have had Tai Chi in this venue for over 20 years and would very much like to stay here. 

● Currently, classes are held 2 morning a week, mostly for seniors but all ages and abilities are 

welcome." 

● "I’m a resident of Hunters Hill for the past 47 years, and a resident of Matthew Street, across 

the road from Figtree Park, for the past 20 of those years. 

● I am therefore a community member who has witnessed quite a bit of history of the village 

and the park! 

● I don’t choose to make the subject of my email “How I reimagine Figtree Park”, because that 

implies more changes than I would be happy with. 

● With that said, I do see that the park needs urgent preserving, with a few renovations and 

improvements. These are: 

● A good and sightly safety fence around it from down Ryde Road round to where it meets the 

crochet lawns. A gate in Matthew Street and another near the beginning of the Ryde Road 

end. 

● A few more wooden seats for people to rest and enjoy the sun or shade. 
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● A small amount of play equipment perhaps back where it used to be near the home that 

neighbours the park. 

● I don’t see a need for toilets. There are some in the village and the pub. 

● I certainly don’t see the need for additional “Art” in Figtree. This small park needs every bit 

of green space it can get, not being encroached upon. There are plenty of other places in 

Hunters Hill for displaying “Art”. 

● I do like the suggestion of doing away with the little bit of Short St coming off Ryde Rd. It 

would make a smoother, safer exit from Ryde Rd especially if that turn is curved a little. Also 

doing it could extend the park area, which is another way to maximise the space. 

● I don’t think Figtree is appropriate for organised performances, picture shows, fetes etc. It’s 

much too small, and there are many much larger parks in the area for this kind of thing. 

● In conclusion, I remember many years ago when we community members were fighting to 

get council to pull back on the HH Pub development, which got completely out of hand. It 

should have simply been a renovation.  An engineer who was trying to advise the council at 

the time, tried to point out that the convergence of so many major roads (Ryde, Victoria, 

Burns Bay) so near the Hunters Hill Village made it out of the question to do such an 

extensive development that would potentially overcrowd the small village with further 

development, overload of traffic movement and chaotic parking problems. Pretty right on 

the button he was! 

● Of course, no-one on the council listened, and the predicted outcome came to be! 

● More and more apartment buildings went up, with at least one and often two cars per 

apartment. Businesses which had thrived and supplied the village area with daily fresh goods 

gave up and disappeared. No one could park near their shops anymore! In their place 

endless coffee shops and restaurants appeared, and the traffic problems increased. 

● Please keep in mind the size of this little village area. Please don’t play into the hands of 

developers who simply want to make $$$$$ and move on. Please don’t kill our village 

completely. Renovate by all means, but don’t re-make." 

● The session is usually about 2 hours, the park is used for access mainly. Increasing members. 

Supportive - use the toilets. Need to arrive by 930 or you can end up parking far away 

● 20 people at a time on tai chi, they do several times per week using the park. A lot of people 

use it to chat as well. Toilet block would be useful, thinks it is a small park, and might be over 

accessorised. It is a small park that needs a lot of space. She needs trees, bushes etc. Getting 

the balance right. We want to hear everyone's ideas. How do we meet the most amount? 

Important to have space, access to nature, walking. Most of the members drive.... parking 

happens there from 9am. They don't get booked very often  

● Everyone she knows just walks past.  Looks nice but just getting to the place she is going. 

Would like to meet at the park. Would like a table on there. Can we look at native for the 

boundary? Like the sandstone seating - sit out on the oval. It has a table and  

● Hasn't used it, walked past it a few times. Like an open space, people like to study on the 

ground, not a central spot for her year group. It would be a great spot for study.  There are a 

few places like The Canopy, you can use your own space, there is also the big glass area 

● Outdoor library, gravitate towards, the seniors can leave earlier or leave later. What attracts 

teenagers to local spaces. How would we get people to respect and feel a sense of 

ownership with a space? Like the idea of public art, e.g. mosaic etc a Sense of unity. Her 3-

year-old wants to run into the space. The thing that worries her is the Ryde Rd entry. If you 

have a barrier. It has some great potential, it is a nice area that could be used better. It has 
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high traffic of people getting their coffees in the area. Making sure there is good, inclusive 

equipment and fencing. The one that they use a bit, is Harry Shelley.  

● It is an opportunity that has been given to us, take it and use it. Design industry has been 

struggling through. Take the money and run with it. Take it run with it. Great initiative. 

Asking the space to do a lot of things. Should it be a passive senior citizens space. as an 

extension of Gladesville rd. With all of the aged facilities. Passive senior’s citizen space - 

personal spaces to sit and reflect. We have some great new places happening in the 

community. Legacy spaces, toilet facility will allow for usage. Connect it back to Gladesville 

Rd 

● "5""Walked dog, seating is lovely but need more 

● More seating. Carpark 

● - Level access & easier to access.  

● More trees" 

● Walk through a path in the park away from Ryde road. Picnic in the park, play with the kids 

● Farmers market 

● Have a selection of seating 

● have a community garden or sit at a picnic table 

● Basketball court if space permits otherwise half a court 

● Relax…watching kids play on beautiful sunny days. 

● “? open air children’s theatre 

●  ? Learn about the history of HH and the area, including Aboriginal heritage" 

● Nothing that I can already do there, a community garden would add a nice interactive space 

whilst keeping the green area. 

● I would like to see more activity in the park with toilets for families to use. 

● Bench seating for all ages. 

● "Take part in community Fairs again. 

●  Just chill out in the sunshine." 

● I think it can become a wonderful community hub, especially for the older community. Great 

space for catching up with friends, light community activity where people can sit around 

circular benches shaded by trees and catch up with friends etc. Opportunity for weekend 

markets and night markets to bolster after dark community engagement. 

● More seats to sit on. 

● I would like to see Fig Tree Park become a village hub. A central place for events, recreation 

for local families. 

● "Scooter or bike track 

●  Outdoor gym" 

● "play games 

●  meet friends 

●  organised events - food trucks and picnics" 

● Sit more comfortably, have shade over seating areas, bathroom facilities. Maybe good 

lighting to attract evening takeaway dining. I have noticed Tai chi classes there. Maybe yoga 

classes could be run there too. Promotion of gentle outdoor exercise would be good. There 

is an oval further up for sport style activities, so keep Figtree park for the gentler activities. 

Maybe giant chess, bocce as well. 

● Community garden, flower area to allow strong biodiversity, bee population growth, low 

urban footprint (including no children or dogs) 
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● Dog walking in protected area. Community garden. Social classes. Exercise classes 

● To have a picnic. 

● If space allows, public tennis courts would be great for both adults and children/teenagers to 

use for fitness and outdoor activity. It’s frustrating that St Joseph’s College courts are not 

open to the public on weekends. Synergies can be found with the croquet club to create a 

shared tennis/croquet club which could increase member numbers. A functional playground 

for children would also be appreciated. 

● Currently feel it such a wasted space and don't feel safe entering it at all during the day. It 

lacks any appeal and safe places for elderly community to sit and enjoy...they are currently 

restricted to cafes - not ideal. 

● I never go there 

● Relaxed... but it's currently a bit hot, dry and rundown/unloved. 

● Like seniors have somewhere nice to go 

● Disappointed. It is currently a wasted opportunity. 

● It feels like a neglected area. The high fence is very uninviting. 

● It feels dated and old 

● Wasted space with great potential 

● I don’t go in this space 

● Currently this is a greatly underutilised space in the council area. It has the potential to be 

some much more if improved. 

● I feel it’s neglected, a bit shabby and not overly appealing when you look at seating facilities. 

● It’s a bit empty with no protection from the road. 

● Relieved there is still another green space in the face of organised sport taking over other 

green spaces. 

● "I wish there were comfortable seats and nice clean public toilets 

●  anxious about the traffic on Ryde road" 

● I don't go there 

● I feel like there should be more use out of the space. 

● Bike paths to connect to there from Pittwater road from the fab ones Ryde built on corner of 

high and Pitt street. Let high school children ride, have a place to stop, socialise and get to 

school. 

● Public toilets are important to the community 

● No building structures of any description other than toilet amenities and rubbish removal 

exercise equipment and playground. Parking spaces are needed for users only. 

● "The entire block that is owed by council should be master planned so any changes made at 

Figtree park are incorporated into future planning of the area. The croquet fields are a waste 

of community space all fenced in and not aesthetically pleasing as you can't see the green 

space from the park, not is it shared appropriately with the wider community. Suggest you 

open it all up to be one integrated area so everyone can enjoy the green open space. 

●  Use of heritage sandstone such as the blocks removed from Gladesville Road when the kerb 

and gutter was upgraded along St Joseph’s College, so heritage remains in its local area 

(where have those blocks gone??)" 

● "Make sure the parks are maintained properly. 

●  More seating  

●  More foot path garbage bins" 
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● The space has the potential to link many different aspects of life in HH but most importantly 

it is an opportunity to create a well thought out open space that will benefit all of the 

community, not just the 14 members of a club for an irrelevant sport. This should be moved 

elsewhere to open the space to young families and youth who will benefit being closer to 

homes etc. If the specialist accommodation for medical and government agencies can be 

upgraded it will in term provide for a hub focussed on well-being and aging in place for the 

elderly and infirmed. If Council can support these activities by providing its Council accost on 

the site there would be a critical mass created allowing for a thriving town centre 

environment that will in turn build momentum into other activities. Car parking and the 

concerns of traffic can be managed and address via strategy development and well thought 

out deployment of basic traffic planning principles. 

● I see a lot of elderly folk there enjoying the quiet too, they bring their chairs and sit in 

groups. 

● This space needs to complement community services by being about the community and 

building community. It needs to offer nature related activities and fun for people in need 

and local children. Expand the community garden and include a fun nature play area suitable 

to little kids and big people too especially those with lesser abilities. Make it an open space 

about discovery, understanding and learning for all. Some local native flora as a wide strip 

along Ryde Road would help the safety and amenity of the park as well as biodiversity for 

our native bees and birds. Along with individual quiet spaces, a yarning circle would be 

inviting too to allow people to also sit, chat and share their stories - this could be an outdoor 

class room too! 

● This is a beautiful space that could be better utilised in conjunction with the future 

development on Gladesville Road 

● I'm happy with how it is. Perhaps public toilets? 

● It would be good to ensure any current / near-term upgrade plans consider and complement 

the overall plan for development of council premises on Gladesville Rd. The space should 

flow / provide access between Ryde and Gladesville Rds., while incorporating increased 

underground parking and not further restricting resident parking on Ryde Rd. Any 

suggestions to close Gladesville Rd at Ryde Rd are flawed and will exacerbate parking and 

congestion issues in the area. 

● A lot of feedback suggests a smart light touch to any development of the area would be 

most appreciated. 

● "I wouldn't want to see yet another cafe etc set up (the area is too saturated. Having a 

permanent cafe would take away from the public domain feel and giving power of 

ownership to the cafe owner.  

●  It really needs to be a space where it belongs to the people of hunter’s hill and be a hub of 

community energy. Something similar to the community garden set up with mobile coffee 

shop (run by volunteers if necessary) where everyone is made to feel they belong. Ideally 

buskers, board games, and beautiful gardens that change with the seasons for people to 

enjoy. Shelter pods for elderly to soak up fresh air during winter would be wonderful." 

● I think the brick building needs to be repurposed as a community art space and the back 

integrated into the park with a beautiful arched entrance beside it from Gladesville Road 

and a matching one from Ryde Road. 

● It is excellent the park is being upgraded. At the moment there is nothing there and what 

was a useable space for playing has been diminished by the planting of trees in the centre of 

the field 
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● Public toilet as a lot of elderly use the park 

● "Consultation regarding use of native plants in park.  

●  Functional bubbler for thirsty person to get clean drink of water.  

●  Dog poo bin" 

● I would like Fig tree Park developed as a genuine community asset. A place for kids, families, 

the elderly to congregate and enjoy each other company. A vibrant village hub. 

● Would love to see this area updated for more families to enjoy. I loved the community 

garden that was once there but I assume it wasn't successful because the park is rarely 

visited. More people there would mean more people could access the community garden. 

Would love to see it safer for both children & dogs. It's a beautiful space. 

● Incorporating low rise residential here would ease the pressure for Gladesville town centre 

to have all the new dwellings. It would also create more business for local vendors, and 

make this area more vibrant while still maintaining green and open spaces for all. 

● I'd love to see a small community garden, if the location were suitable. 

● "It would be great to have community events an a great green space for all the community 

to share. 

●  A playground, tables, seating and shading." 

● I don’t think sport facilities are needed, as oval is nearby. Gentler, group inclusive activities 

would be better, chess, bocce, yoga. Bathroom and small playground would enhance use of 

area. Good lighting so summer evenings could attract dining takeaway from nearby cafes. 

Restaurants, helping local businesses. Proper access path from Gladesville Rd at shops to 

park. There needs to be a better connection to the local food businesses. Fence between 

park and Ryde Rd for safety. Plenty of trees/plants. Keep it green 

● "Water feature for summer 

●  Indoor sport venue - basketball, netball and gym 

●  Off the leash area for pets 

●  Underground car park" 

● This is a charming tiny park with beautiful trees and plantings and is well used. Enclosure 

with a fence for safety and definition is essential and perhaps modest play equipment for 

small l children, a few extra seats and low-key pedestrian access to Gladesville road between 

the cottages. Keep the Croquet Club. Less is more on this site. Retaining its charm and 

character is essential. HH has many larger parks for active use, and family gatherings of all 

ages. Please don't over develop this lovely small space. 

● A picket fence for child and dog safety around the perimeter of the park. A couple of extra 

benches for seating. 

● Given how few members the Croquet Club has and how little community activity takes place 

there it should be redeveloped/refurbished and opened to the wider community. If it wasn't 

viable as a women’s bowling club surely it can't be argued it should remain an under-utilised 

croquet club. 

● Could part of the croquet field be allocated for a community garden?  Still allowing for space 

for other use. 

● What about a full-size stand-up Chess Board, with, seating all round 

● The rundown cottages should be replaced with a new community building and library 

● I have never seen anyone use this park. Spend the money on upgrading fields that are used 

and in need of upgrading, i.e. Gladesville Reserve and putting an all-weather pitch there. An 
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all-weather 5 a-side court here at Fig Park would be a good addition to the croquet club and 

make it a bit of a sports hub in HH. 

● A farmer’s market would be lovely 

● Council should purchase this property with some of the grant funding so they can expand 

the park space 

● A beautiful water feature (fountain) to dull the traffic noise. 

● Add a small fitness section encouraging all members of the community to utilise 

● Gym equipment exercise area - great way to promote mental health 

● Could we move the croquet club to an area with greater parking and more space over in 

Gladesville Reserve or Henley? If we could open up this space it could make the park more 

accessible to people of all ages, rather than just those who play croquet. As the Park is 

smaller, making the accessible space larger is critical and we could consolidate any 

community facilities or uses into a new library and community hub. 

● If the Gladesville Reserve fully funded proposal for a synthetic field for 930 community 

members fails can we have a new synthetic field here? We could include changing rooms, 

toilets and storage. 

● Close this end of Gladesville Road to make a new pedestrian area with places to sit, like Lane 

Cove village 

● "Incorporate the hall activities into the 42 Gladesville Road.  

● Relocate the croquet green to open up the precinct to more general use." 

● This monstrosity should be removed and replaced with something more aesthetically 

pleasing and appropriate. 

● "Opportunity to create night markets and weekend markets to bolster community activities 

and engagement across all age groups on a small and meaningful way.  

● Small and varying vendors that bring something new each week to the area (different to 

what current retailers offer). 

● Also, opportunity for local buskers/talent to showcase their talents as part of community 

engagement." 

● This area of the park is currently ugly and wasted. What about 2 cricket nets and some space 

for bocce as someone else suggested? 

● Move croquet club to Henley or open space up to greater use, barefoot bowls, bocce for 

example. License the club and put in food options to make the space attractive to families 

instead of being closed off for the exclusive use of only 19 members. 

● Hunters Hill has too few areas for children and families - this is a great opportunity to 

convert a vastly underused area into a family picnic area with bike path, BBQs, seating and 

trees. 

● Soccer and maybe an AFL field 

● Pump Track 

● A central focus. A structure such as the bandstands you see around balmoral and other 

cities, for example. it could be a place for yoga when it's warm, music on weekends, a 

meeting place. used by schools and clubs. landscaped to allow the green with permanent 

and semi-permanent seating. Not a folly but a usable community structure. Worth exploring 

so the park doesn't become just another place to let dogs’ poop. 

● A cafe with seating. 

● This place can be turned into a mini animal farm or music area with wind chimes. It could 

also be a shade cloth covered area with seating so families and friends can chill. 
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● A small amenity block would be good as there is no nearby access to public toilet facilities 

● Look at Community facilities as a whole. Look after the Rugby, cricket and netball at Boronia. 

Look after Croquet at Figtree or Henley, look after community gardeners and dog walkers, 

look after football at Gladesville Reserve. 

● Tables with chess boards printed on them so people can play a game of chess in the park. 

Tables can also be used for other purposes like sitting and having a coffee or picnic. 

● Picnic area with seating and without seating so there’s tables and for the people that bring a 

picnic rug so for the people that don't bring a picnic rug don't get a wet mussy bum 

● I think that here there should be an outdoor gym right here. 

● Can the Community Centre be an opportunity for a low-cost mid-block connection from the 

park to the shops so people can grab a coffee and sit in the park, particularly this otherwise 

hard to access corner? 

● I was thinking maybe a community garden that have stuff like herbs that people can eat and 

everyone can take and/or plant more edible food. 

● It would be good to see the community centres rebuilt into more modern facilities with 

more community rooms and spaces for organizations to use. This to then join the park with 

accessible paths for outdoor community activities. Maybe a sealed area for older gentle 

exercise classes with a cloth shade for protection 

● Revitalise the existing community garden 

● Add outdoor seating area for local cafes etc. And allow easy access to the park from 

Gladesville Road 

● The heritage cottage at no. 42 should be retained as part of a new expanded community 

centre and library that provides the modern facilities we need.  A new two-storey 

community building can integrate with the heritage cottage and provide outlook over the 

croquet green and upgraded park. 

● It would be great to investigate how the cottages, halls and streetscape could be retained 

and adapted and enhanced so that they open onto the green behind with more 

contemporary extensions and joining pavilions. It would be sad to see the cottages, gardens 

and sense of place demolished completely. Ideas for retention and adaptation could be 

investigated through a competition with a brief to keep as much as possible (not all perhaps) 

and enhance. 

● From here to Ryde Rd Intersection, this section could be closed in order to create a plaza. 

Pedestrian access could also then be created to Figtree park. This would curtail the 

ridiculous parking and driving manoeuvres seen here daily. Not everyone needs to drive a 

prestige SUV right to the cafe door to get their coffee, then do a U Turn across unbroken 

lines for the 2 min drive home! 

● With community services so close this park should be all about community - include more 

raised beds for community garden and sharing, a nature play space for the kids and for 

bigger people with lesser abilities, and some habitat planting along Ryde Road for protection 

for park users from the road and to improve biodiversity for native bees and birds. 

● "Such a beautiful relaxing area and keep it that way. Some exercise equipment would be 

very handy. 

●  Drainage as in wet weather it floods in some areas." 

● It is always mown and kept tidy, makes me feel proud of living in the area, relaxing, good to 

see groups such as tai chi using it but not dominating the space, feels dated, missed 

opportunity as a gateway to Hunters Hill central area, natural features such as stone, trees 

that have leaves that change colour and drop feels natural and warm. 
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● Nothing as it offers nothing at present 

● "it is a pleasant place which makes me happy to see the gardens and trees change with the 

seasons  

●  I like to see it being used as it is by many different groups e.g. tai chi" 

● I enjoy walking on unpaved areas, but currently there is little attraction to me to stay in the 

park because there is no seating and the traffic on Ryde Road is too noisy. 

● Pleased to be able to play a sport outside. 

● Our trips have been very short. Too exposed to the road with nothing interesting for the 

kids. No / inadequate proper seating 

● Don't currently use it but would love to - we often visit the village shops but don't feel safe 

allowing our toddler to use the park given the location next to a busy road 

● I don't think of this space as somewhere to use as it is. 

● Quite comfortable, but the space feels under-utilised (especially the areas closest to 

Gladesville Rd). 

● I visit Figtree Park many times each week, sometimes every day, on my way to the shops, 

and when walking with my dog. I am enamoured by it's quiet, green atmosphere, in spite of 

being located alongside Ryde Rd. I urge Council to leave Figtree Park with this gentle, 

peaceful atmosphere, while also improving (but not activating) it. I suggest the Public Spaces 

Legacy grant be used for the following purposes: 

Figtree Park requires a green, inviting entrance from Gladesville Rd (only a few days ago I 

heard someone say “I've been shopping here for years, and didn't know I could walk through 

to the park!”). The park also requires a fence along its boundaries to ensure young children 

don't stray onto Ryde Rd, Short St or Mathhew St. Traffic noise from Ryde Rd degrades the 

park, and I support the concept of a dense barrier, such as an earth bank, along this 

boundary. At present there are many species of plants in the park, some deciduous, some 

evergreen. Such a combination should be preserved; deciduous plants providing sunlight 

during winter and all providing shade in the summer. I suggest each plant to fitted with a tag 

giving both its common name and scientific name to help us learn the names of our plants. 

Although named Figtree Park (being a park in the Figtree region of Hunters Hill), there is only 

one fig tree in the park (behind the community service buildings, and subject to removal 

when these properties are redeveloped). To honour the park's name, I suggest planting a 

small native fig (perhaps Ficus coronata) at the other end of the park. The park requires 

more seating, some with tables, others simple benches, and more bins to encourage people 

to bin their rubbish. Although the park is too small for most ball sports, I urge Council to 

install an outdoor table tennis table. Table tennis appeals to people of all ages. Like the 

outdoor chess set in Hyde Park, outdoor table tennis tables provide interest for onlookers as 

well as for players. Little upkeep is required since players bring their own bats and balls, and 

the tables are virtually indestructible, being made of heavy steel plate, or concrete (see steel 

tables in Blackman Park, Lane Cove, and Macquarie University, the terrazzo table in Bradfield 

Park, North Sydney).I feel strongly that the park requires toilets because there are no public 

toilets at or near Figtree Park (shopping centre toilets are for customers, and only open 

during shopping hours; the closest public toilets are 750m away, at Boronia Park). But I 

suggest installing a low-key toilet block, with changing table for babies, since most visitors 

requiring the facilities of a Changing Places toilet block live nearby. 
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● Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the preparation of the Figtree Park proposal. I 

have developed this submission following extensive discussion with other local residents and 

from information gained from your consultation process. I commend Council for achieving 

input from thousands of community participants in the consultation process and look forward 

to your feedback from their opinions about the project. I believe that any development of 

Figtree Park should prioritise the needs of the seniors in the community, due to the 

predominance of aged care homes and apartments nearby, but should cater for all ages. 

*I look forward to the master plan to be developed by an urban/landscape designer as has 

been discussed, and support the development of an overall cohesive plan for the Park, 

Croquet Club, Council buildings and Gladesville Road shopping precinct. 

* Integration of the Park into the Gladesville Road business precinct is very important: I think 

the Park should be opened to Gladesville Road with a new welcoming entrance created by 

selling number 48 Gladesville Road which is a cottage owned by the Council. A pedestrian 

crossing is needed beside the new park entrance to provide safe access particularly for 

seniors living on the opposite of Gladesville Rd. 

* Although the current grant can not be used for renovating the Gladesville Road Council 

houses, these buildings should be integrated into the park by removal of fences and parking 

behind the houses and extensive landscaping. Council buses could perhaps be stored 

perhaps in the vacated Council works depot to create space.  

* In general I think the Park should remain as passive open space, with well-landscaped 

areas that allow quiet contemplation and social interaction with appropriate seating to allow 

social interaction. I think also that the Park needs an injection of activity to make it more 

attractive and inviting for users It needs a pop-up cafe (like Blackman Park cafe) but with 

extensive outdoor seating and al-weather shelter area, a children's playground to encourage 

young families and multi-generation groups to gather together. Extensive landscaping is 

needed to screen out Ryde Rd with vegetation and earth works/mounds, such as used in 

Bicentennial Park. 

The whole of Figtree Park needs to be securely fenced, with appropriate lighting and 

accessible paths. Toilet facilities need to be included & integrated into other activity areas. A 

good example is the Lilyfield playground on the Bay forehsore area. *I strongly support 

retaining the Croquet Club in its present premises and am on the list to join the Club. I 

understand the original Grant application stated “Maintain the character of Hunters Hill and 

Figtree Park…..by retaining the croquet club.” Council needs to maintain its integrity by 

honouring this commitment. 

In addition, government policy is to encourage seniors to be active and engaged, and croquet 

is an ideal activity for this and it should be encouraged and supported, not transferred to an 

isolated setting with difficult transport. There is sufficient space for a well-designed plan to 

accomodate the Croquet lawn AS WELL AS all the suggested additions such as a 

playground, cafe with tables, quite corners and seating areas for social interaction.  

I think the Croquet Club needs to be visually integrated into the Park, with low and more 

aesthetic fencing (for example, picket fences) whilst still ensuring security for the croquet lawn 

from possible damage. Watching the croquet could be interesting for Park users and 

encourage their participation.  

● I am writing with regard to the above and am pleased that the busy and valuable green space 

of Figtree Park will have money spent on it. As I overlook the park, I am always surprised by 

the number of people of all ages that I see enjoying the Park (also evidenced by Council's 

own research submitted with the Grant application) for exercise, sitting, reading, chatting with 

friends, walking dogs, eating and drinking etc. 
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The space is well planted, shady in parts, green and peaceful and needs only minimal 

upgrading. Since the play equipment was removed over 15 years ago, there has been an 

urgent need to reinstate a pre-school playspace for the many local young families who use 

the park, bearing in mind that older children are already well catered at Boronia Park, the 

Priory, play spaces at Hillcrest Avenue, Church Street, High Street and the Skatepark.  

There is a need for more seating in the form of benches and tables and appropriate fencing 

and/or noise cancelling earth works for Ryde Road, all of which needs to be in line with the 

latest climate change resilience considerations. 

With other nearby areas already used for 'events', Figtree Park, directly under a flight path 

and beside a busy road, is definitely not a suitable location. Traffic congestion and the 

impossibility of providing parking should immediately rule out this suggestion. After hours 

lighting within the Park should also be rejected as it will encourage the inevitable problems of 

increased noise for aged care facilities, the respite centre and surrounding homes and will 

potentially disrupt native wildlife. We trust that Council will ensure a minimal amount of 

disruption to the park and obviously nothing must be allowed to damage or encroach upon the 

current green space, the planted beds or any of the trees. This includes the much loved and 

well used historic Croquet Club and Lawn, which I'm pleased to see is being retained, as it is 

considered the best croquet green in Sydney and is a source of pride in Hunters Hill.  

CONNECTION TO BUSINESS 

● Make this a dedicated pathway, rather than a driveway and feeling as though you are 

trespassing. 

● The eastern end near the shops is awful and depressing. The rest is ok, but there is nothing 

to draw you there. 

● It is grossly under-utilised at this point. The Hunters Hill Village and Figtree Park could 

become like the Lane Cove Canopy - vibrant, accessible for all ages. 

CROQUET CLUB 

● Make the club more accessible to everyone. Barefoot bowls etc, entice Saturday night food 

trucks and make it a vibrant place. 

● I would like to see the croquet club area used more, such as barefoot bowls and bocce. 

● I would like more space and areas to use in the Park - the croquet club is nice but it takes up 

so much space that the public should be able to enjoy. I also think that either more seating, 

lighting and a play area could activate this area for younger people and families - something 

that we lack anywhere else in the LGA bar Boronia and Kelly’s Bush parks, which are far 

away from Figtree. 

● Croquet club is very under-utilised. We should repurpose this space that can add value to all 

age types and help with fitness. 

● "The croquet ground is rarely used and very underutilised. 

● This area should be opened to more activities, both organised and organic, and for more of 

the community to enjoy." 

● This space needs to be made publicly available vs current private club use. Whatever 

purpose, it needs to be accessible to the community - tennis courts, basketball courts etc or 

an extension of the park for the enjoyment of all. 

● It seems that the croquet club has a monopoly on this site. Surely it belongs to the whole 

community and should be opened up so everyone can use it or incorporated into the park. 



 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program: Responses from Community   

14 
 

● Good but remember the guy hanged there. Feel it is underutilised and wish we could use 

land of croquet club. I walk every day and there is hardly ever anyone on it. Can it be made 

smaller or moved to another park? 

● "Thanks for letterboxing us with the survey for Figtree Park, thus acknowledging the 

importance of 

● ratepayers' input into any proposed Council strategies relating to public land. In light of 

Council having 

● secured $4.75m for the ‘enhancement' of this park, our input is extremely important. 

● Let’s keep it simple. Let's retain and enhance the simplicity of this important green space in 

an increasingly 

● congested area of the Municipality. This includes the ambience of the Croquet Club. We 

would welcome a small 

● children’s play area in its previous location, more seating and possibly one or two picnic 

tables, more appropriate, 

● locally endemic planting of trees and shrubs with educational material, low-key fencing 

along Ryde Road and 

● no loss of existing trees or green space. 

● We are concerned that elements of a previous Property Strategy may have drifted across to 

the draft Figtree Park 

● Plan of Management. This could explain why the Croquet Club is being pressured to urgently 

move from 

● Figtree Park to Henley, a move which would further increase the Park’s potential to be 're-

visioned'. 

● And why else would ‘public art’, a “Changing Places” amenity block, infrastructure for 

events, car parking, 

● paved areas, increased lighting and Smart City Integration be included in the survey, with 

ratepayers 

● asked to number from l-16 what they regard as most important re the park, if not to create 

commercial 

● ‘festival’, ‘market’ and other venues? $4.75m can sure burn a hole in a pocket. Please re-

consider. 

● Thanks again for inviting community input. 

● I have already answered your somewhat complicated survey. 

To put it simply: 

HANDS OFF FIGTREE PARK. 

This includes the CROQUET CLUB GREENS. 

Figtree Park is too small a space to allow concrete structures like children’s’ playgrounds and 

adult exercise machines. These are provided in Boronia Park a couple of blocks away. 

To make Figtree Park more accessible to the HH Community, I suggest making a walkway to 

it from the Gladesville Rd Shopping Village. 

What is does not need is any impingement on its green space, nor any overshadowing by tall 

structures adjacent to it. 

The croquet club provides local community involvement for older residents who feel pushed 

aside by the current fad of “Hubs” for younger people. Can we have some balance in the 

planning please? 
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●  It has been again brought to my attention that the draft Community Infrastructure Plan for 

Figtree Park is threatening our community with changes that are not wanted by our Hunters 

Hill Community. 

In the application for a government grant it was stated that they would keep the Croquet 

Club in its entirety. You cannot play croquet without a green.  The club house is also used by 

other groups. 

Hands off for asking them to vacate the Club and move to Henley, now or in the future. It is 

not a dumping ground for waste and building material from possible demolishing of 

buildings 

Figtree Park must be maintained in its entirety, with its trees and open green space, passive 

recreation for elderly folks and families. 

There is plenty of “work out’ exercise equipment a few blocks away at Boronia Park and no 

need for concrete outdoor gym equipment in this area. 

It would be good to have shrub screening and some fencing along Ryde Rd to protect 

children running after balls that might get kicked out on to the road, also re-installing the 

small swing and slippery dip in the top corner where we used to have it. 

No work in either demolishing or building should take place along Gladesville Road at all 

without the community seeing the proposals and draft plans. Do not allow our Heritage 

Garden suburb to fall into the hands of developers and people who have an invested 

interest in such changes.  

● Can I please urge Council not to disrupt and ruin this PRECIOUS small spot of green space 

known as Figtree Park? I use Figtree Park with my grandchildren, niece, great niece and 

disabled nephew - they all live in units in very close proximity - not in big houses with 

grounds around them.  Figtree Park is an ideal ‘low key’ green space for a chat, a play with 

small children, casual picnic lunches and gentle exercise. Because it is small, it is intimate.  

People covering a range of ages get to know each other, because it is not big, noisy and 

fancy. Little parks like this create COMMUNITY. This Council has allowed overdevelopment 

in this part of Hunters Hill creating congestion. Please do not expect the residents of this 

overdeveloped area to have yet more buildings and more concrete. Absolutely NOTHING 

should be built on the croquet court, NEVER.  Covid should be reason enough to see that we 

need every inch of green space, which we have in this part of Hunters Hill. Figtree Park and 

the Croquet Court are places for quiet time and exercise with friends and family. Figtree Park 

is not the location for amenity blocks, big lights or events. I urge Council to listen to those 

who use Figtree Park and to those who are concerned for its welfare. Not one tree should be 

removed. Easy access for individuals with limited mobility, e.g. walkers and those in 

wheelchairs needs to be urgently implemented. The park needs a small secure play area for 

the children and additional seating.  It does not need to be grandiose, it should be kept small 

and intimate, but SAFE with fencing, like Shelley Park.  Often we sit on the ground, not by 

choice, but because the few existing seats and tables are insufficient. I was born in Hunters 

Hill and have an intimate knowledge of the suburb.  I knew the people who tied themselves 

to trees in the 1970’s, so that Weil Park did not become a high-rise development.   What a 

tragic loss that would have been.  

● "My wife and I are most interested with what is happening at Figtree Park, particularly with 

regards to the Croquet Club. My wife was a member and is considering re-joining and I will 

be joining with her. In what I have read, I can't find what the Council has in mind for the 

croquet court. It may be in the wording somewhere and I have missed it. Is the area to be 

left as a nice lawn? Surely it won't be built on? If left as is, why not leave it as the croquet 
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club. Henley Bowling Club site would not be any good unless it is reserved for croquet. Also, I 

can't speak for the croquet aficionados, but I would think synthetic turf would not be 

entirely suitable as the surface would play too fast. And the enormous cost to install 

synthetic including base preparation - would the Council pay? So please can we leave the 

croquet club where it has been for many years. A wonderful, historic, genteel sport in a 

heritage area.  Kind of fits in with Hunters Hill, doesn't it!  

● As you are no doubt aware there is a plan to develop the Figtree Park site. I am writing to 

you on behalf of the Hunters Hill Croquet Club, which is a major stakeholder in the proposed 

development and enhancement of the Figtree Park site (Ryde Road) in the Municipality of 

Hunters Hill. In its application for this funding, the council’s proposal was to “maintain the 

character of Hunters Hill and Figtree Park by improving the presentation and use of the area 

through regular public domain improvements and activities and services, like community 

gardens, playgrounds for children, maintaining parks and reserves and retaining the croquet 

club” Members of the Hunters Hill Croquet Club (which now consists of 34 members) have 

been long term users/tenants of part of the existing Figtree Park site, enabling the operation 

of a Community Club and as such have a very real interest in the outcomes of the current 

community consultations. I am asking for your support of the continuation of the Hunters 

Hill Croquet Club at its present location. 

● Currently there are high quality croquet courts which are well maintained by the HH Croquet 

Club.  The courts are fenced to ensure the high standard that is required of croquet courts 

and this is a self-sufficient Club with more people wishing to join. 

● Croquet is for young and older members of the community and in 1900 croquet featured as 

a demonstration sport in the Olympics in Paris and players from France won all the medals. 

This game consists of a few basic strokes, but, like the moves in chess, once these have been 

mastered, a complex tactical game develops.  Croquet players tend to be intelligent positive 

thinkers with a good sense of humour. It is a very enjoyable and sociable game to play. Our 

current location is perfect.  Easily accessed by public transport from all round Hunters Hill 

namely:  252, 538, 536 and 501.or alternatively we can walk to the Croquet Court.  We take 

up little room but provide enjoyment for one and all, be they members of the community or 

school girls who take up the sport in the last term of the year. 

● I have lived in the area since 1976 and have seen Figtree Park develop into what it is today.  

A park full of trees and grass, a happy place for people to visit.  Please don’t spoil it. There 

are a number of parks available in Hunters Hill suitable for children to play.  The beauty of 

this place is that it is open, it has no lighting, no concrete paths for kids with bikes/skate 

boards.  It is not fenced, it is open to the public.  People can easily access by walking down 

Ryde Road, round from the shops, after all walking is good exercise. Hunters Hill is I thought 

“A Garden Suburb” and a great place to live and bring up family, without ugly over 

development. Please let us keep the Croquet Club where it is today, just tucked into the 

corner of Figtree Park.  It cannot be shared with other sports and we have maintained the 

area well. 

● The clubhouse is well used, looking to do open days. It is good to have people getting 

involved. Number of members are increasing 32 and hall use is also increasing.  

● Lives across the road and walks the dog there every day, and also plays croquet. Keep it how 

it is, does not want a toilet block and a new fence around the croquet club 

● Play croquet 

● Continue to play croquet at Hunters Hill in the years ahead. This is a fantastic Hunters Hill 

Council resource that Council should be proud of, and look to actively promote to its 
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community. It is a point of difference for Council, and this should be recognised by the HHC 

officers and councillors. 

● Play croquet 

● Play croquet ongoing 

● Continue to play croquet 

● Continue to play croquet. 

● Play croquet 

● I would like to be able to continue playing croquet in the park. It is a great location and in a 

beautiful well-maintained setting. 

●  I would like to continue to be able to sit in the park and enjoy a coffee, have a picnic etc. 

●  Access from Gladesville Road seems to be highly desirable. 

● Play croquet which doesn’t seem to be on the list below. 

● The park is good and does not need tax payer money spent on it to "activate" it. The croquet 

club is important to the community, no new buildings are needed. 

● There are many sporting facilities for children and young people. Not so many for older 

ones. Please don't take it away. 

● I would like the croquet club to be retained.  

● the Council should improve communication with the residents about future plans for the 

area. 

● I think the croquet club should be retained as it provides a community service thru the 

provision of social networking and exercise for the older community. The club is also 

involved with teaching croquet to Riverside Girls School. The club house is rented out to 

local community groups and small business. 

● "The Club is viable and has a growing membership. 

● It provides a space for competitive exercise, social contact, and green therapy. 

● It provides a place for classes and groups to benefit the community. 

● It is part of the Riverside Girls sports program. 

● And can often have more people in it than are in the parkland!" 

● "The Croquet Club is a fantastic resource. 

● HHC should promote the Croquet Club on all of its Council sites and published material.  

● No neighbouring LGAs have a similar resource.  

● Given the demographic of HHC LGA and the published data which shows the community is 

ageing, this will be an asset that Council will value into the future." 

● Our croquet lawn has been carefully maintained and is a very high standard green. The game 

of croquet needs a flat and consistent surface otherwise if the ball deviates unexpectedly it 

becomes a game of luck rather than skill. H H Croquet Club, which includes several players 

that play competitively, is lucky to have this quality green.  It would be tragic if the Club had 

to move to another location and create another green. It would take many years and a lot of 

money to achieve a similar green. 

● The croquet club is a wonderful asset that caters for the more-elderly people and facilitates 

much needed socialising. Much like play areas for children are essential so is such for the 

more-elderly. 

● Retain and promote the croquet club which is good, especially for older people who are less 

active and appreciate the company in an open environment 
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● We do not need more coffee shops or community gardens.  I will be joining the croquet club 

soon,   More seats should be put in the part of the park that faces Ryde Road.   All the 

buildings in Gladesville Rd should be kept as they are.  No dogs off leads. 

● Does anybody believe that this fig-leaf of consultation will make a skerrick of difference? HH 

Council has already decided to move the Croquet Club to Henley, but is pretending to let the 

community have its say. Watch when the inevitable happens. 

● Croquet is a great pastime, good for all ages to participate .It enables a sense of community 

and allows an outdoor activity especially suited for older community members. All age 

groups need to be catered for to ensure both the physical and mental well-being of all in the  

community. 

● Revamp to croquet club attract a younger clientele as well as our lovely elderly residents. It 

could be a fun Sunday afternoon venue for cocktails and croquet. 

● This is a lovely community hall that is used by a range of community groups and people. The 

croquet green is also used by the local high school for students to do croquet as a sporting 

activity. The croquet club covers the costs of preserving the natural green and it is a 

wonderful activity for all generations and should be further promoted. 

● I am writing to request that the Hunters Hill Croquet Club be retained at its current location 

in Figtree Park.  

Our croquet green is of excellent standard and is used by several players who play 

competitively. One of our players and one of our coaches are of international/national 

standard and use Hunters Hill Croquet Club to practice and teach other players. 

Croquet may be re-introduced as an Olympic sport.  High quality greens are needed to train 

representative players.  

The cost of setting up a high-quality green (grass or synthetic turf) elsewhere e.g. Henley 

would be significant.  It would take 12 months or more to prepare a high quality green 

similar to our current standard. 

I note that the Hunters Hill Council funding proposal for Figtree Park included “Maintain the 

character of Hunters Hill and Figtree Park by ………………….and retaining the croquet club.” 

Please leave our Croquet Club where it is. 

● On croquet lawn - welcomed, happy, 

● Playing croquet is a great challenge and social connection in a space that is also used by 

other community and educational groups. I feel younger for it! 

● Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the preparation of the Figtree Park proposal. I 

have developed this submission following extensive discussion with other local residents and 

from information gained from your consultation process. I commend Council for achieving 

input from thousands of community participants in the consultation process and look forward 

to your feedback from their opinions about the project. I believe that any development of 

Figtree Park should prioritise the needs of the seniors in the community, due to the 

predominance of aged care homes and apartments nearby, but should cater for all ages. 

*I look forward to the master plan to be developed by an urban/landscape designer as has 

been discussed, and support the development of an overall cohesive plan for the Park, 

Croquet Club, Council buildings andGladesville Road shopping precinct. 

* Integration of the Park into the Gladesville Road business precinct is very important: I think 

the Park should be opened to Gladesville Road with a new welcoming entrance created by 

selling number 48 Gladesville Road which is a cottage owned by the Council. A pedestrian 

crossing is needed beside the new park entrance to provide safe access particularly for 

seniors living on the opposite of Gladesville Rd. Although the current grant can not be used 
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for renovating the Gladesville Road Council houses, these buildings should be integrated into 

the park by removal of fences and parking behind the houses and extensive landscaping. 

Council buses could perhaps be stored perhaps in the vacated Council works depot to create 

space. In general I think the Park should remain as passive open space, with well-landscaped 

areas that allow quiet contemplation and social interaction with appropriate seating to allow 

social interaction. I think also that the Park needs an injection of activity to make it more 

attractive and inviting for users It needs a pop-up cafe (like Blackman Park cafe) but with 

extensive outdoor seating and al-weather shelter area, a children's playground to encourage 

young families and multi-generation groups to gather together. Extensive landscaping is 

needed to screen out Ryde Rd with vegetation and earth works/mounds, such as used in 

Bicentennial Park. 

The whole of Figtree Park needs to be securely fenced, with appropriate lighting and 

accessible paths. Toilet facilities need to be included & integrated into other activity areas. A 

good example is the Lilyfield playground on the Bay foreshore area. *I strongly support 

retaining the Croquet Club in its present premises and am on the list to join the Club. I 

understand the original Grant application stated “Maintain the character of Hunters Hill and 

Figtree Park…..by retaining the croquet club.” Council needs to maintain its integrity by 

honouring this commitment. 

In addition, government policy is to encourage seniors to be active and engaged, and croquet 

is an ideal activity for this and it should be encouraged and supported, not transferred to an 

isolated setting with difficult transport. There is sufficient space for a well-designed plan to 

accommodate the Croquet lawn AS WELL AS all the suggested additions such as a 

playground, cafe with tables, quite corners and seating areas for social interaction.  

I think the Croquet Club needs to be visually integrated into the Park, with low and more 

aesthetic fencing (for example, picket fences) whilst still ensuring security for the croquet lawn 

from possible damage. 

● Watching the croquet could be interesting for Park users and encourage their participation 

DOGS  

● Fenced dog park. 

● Go to a gated dog park similar to the ones at Blackman Park, Lane Cove 

● Play sports 

●  Take dog to park 

● We need more fenced off dog parks in the area 

● to my knowledge this space is not a dog friendly area and this should remain that way as 

dogs and owners have many other areas to walk their dogs. hunter hill is one the oldest 

areas in Sydney and it would be sad if one of the last green areas in hunter hill is turned in a 

concrete bunker. 

● Add a fenced area for off-lead dogs to run around. There is not one fenced off-lead area. 

● I think that there should be a fenced of section for small dogs right here. 

● No off-leash area. Dogs should always be leashed and under the total control of handlers to 

ensure the park is safe and clean for all. This is such a valuable but small park. 

GRANT FUNDING 

● Honestly...nothing, the money should go to Riverglade reserve and the Priory. 

● Seems like loads of funds for just the park. Concerned about what the Councils plans to do 

with the balance of the funds 

● "I am concerned by the proposal to spend $4.7 million  
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●  on 'upgrading"" this park . Providing a public toilet and improving playground equipment 

are desirable but would cost very little expending $4.7 million would destroy this park." 

● Can we seriously give the $4.5 million dollars to a different park that needs urgent 

attention? (Riverglade reserve seawall does not look the best at the moment) 

● Concerned this large grant being used on this space. Impact of building on this space and 

where does this leave the current location of council chambers. Concerned this is connected 

to the commercial development of the council chambers and town hall on the peninsular. 

● $4.75M in funding from the government to improve and develop this park and amenities, 

and Hunters Hill Council are talking about a swing set and new plants? Shame. If council 

does not use that capital to redevelop this site into new cafes, library, offices and more they 

have missed a one in a generation opportunity. Failure to use all of that capital for a fit for 

the future facilities and future generations is corrupt. Hunters Hill Council must develop this 

site. 

● It’s great to see council investing in local infrastructure; however this seems the most 

inappropriate use of funds. This location is bordered by busy roads. There is no parking. It is 

near a petrol station. Why not invest in one of the many other open spaces in the area that 

the entire community can benefit from? 

● Appalled to think Council would consider purchasing adjoining Ryde Road property using 

grant funding. More likely someone is pushing to build more commercial with residential on 

top. 

GREEN SPACE  

● "It would be good to have more planting, paths and seating for young and elderly to enjoy. 

● Over 'activating' this park will ruin it. there are other ares for that." 

● This is not an area in need of public art - a sculpture which no one will appreciate. The art is 

the trees, shrubs and grass - nothing else is needed. 

● Keep the green space! This park is beautiful and doesn't need huge upgrades perhaps just 

some basic facilities to help people with accessibility/disabilities. **Also toilet blocks usually 

promote shady characters/behaviour, don't do it. 

● The perfect sized (and priced) space, overlooking greenery, for teaching my Feldenkrais 

(meditative movement) class from of a Monday evening. 

● I think that this should be a bunch of bird habitats in these trees right here. 

● Keep some open green space for everyone to enjoy 

● "I strongly object to the idea of fencing off this park, and building YET another playground 

for children. There are many many parks in this suburb where there is playground 

equipment for children. Please leave this one and only small green space for the oldies, who 

enjoy it now,  to sit outside and have some quiet reflection away from small children. Many 

of the other parks with playground equipment are underutilized as it is, and a massive 

playground is being built right now in Riverglade Reserve. Enough already! I really believe 

that a toilet block/amenities block or whatever fancy name you want to give it, in Figtree 

Park, will encourage undesirables to hang about. I live in Richmond Crescent, a very small 

quiet street adjacent to the Tarban Creek Bush, and the residents here are witness to drug 

drop offs for “customers” to pick up from behind a large gumtree on a regular basis, and 

people having sex in cars both at night and in broad daylight, across from our homes, and 

totally visible to residents. It’s disgusting. You will regret the building of such a block, as 

these lowlifes will use it in no time at all. Believe me! It happened with a toilet block at the 
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top of the hill at Henley near Crown Street, when I was growing up, and in a bus shelter 

across the road from it, and both had to be demolished to discourage them 

● "We are writing once more to register a strong objection to Council’s developing Figtree 

park in such a way that green space is reduced. In particular, we believe that to remove the 

open space provided by the Croquet Club’s playing field would be a disgrace. 

● Why Council should want to increase congestion in that part of Gladesville Road is difficult to 

follow. However, should Council need to rebuild or refurbish the existing buildings, it should 

be done strictly within their existing footprint. 

● I am writing yet again to express my disappointment in this continued effort to destroy, by 

unnecessary overdevelopment, a beautiful little park, Figtree Park.  Whilst small 

improvements like see through fencing around play equipment may be a good idea,  

development on any part of existing green space is abhorrent.  The croquet club should stay. 

The traffic is difficult in the area anyway and we certainly do not want artificial heat 

attracting turf to replace existing lawn.   Please leave Figtree Park with its beautiful trees 

alone for the public to enjoy.  Green space is hard to come by and irreplaceable.  There are 

many unit dwellers in the area who need to be able to access the park as is.  Thank you   

● I write in reference to the NSW Public Spaces Program Grant for Figtree Park.  Figtree Park is 

a triangular piece of land in the middle of suburban Hunters Hill situated at the junction of 

busy Ryde and Gladesville Roads.  At the third side of the triangle is narrow Matthew Street 

which is daily choked with parked and through traffic.  Apparently the area is half the size of 

Trafalgar Square, a place that regularly hosts large protest demonstrations, hoards of people 

and patrolling police.  I prefer to think of the peace and calm of Hyde Park, London or the 

beauty of the Luxembourg Gardens in Paris, each an oasis surrounded by a hectic city. I 

believe tiny Figtree Park could become a similar oasis in a highly developed suburban area. 

Firstly the actual land needs improvement.  Currently the grass is sparse and the soil poor 

and dry.  There should be fresh plantings of Australian trees and shrubs which could include 

some dense bush to attract endangered species of small native birds. Green spaces are vital 

for mental health especially in times of lockdown and for people suffering the stresses of 

everyday life. 

● The following is a list of further suggestions to make the park a wonderful experience for the 

many people who use it. There should be a fenced playground for young children. More 

comfortable attractive outdoor furniture. Outdoor gym equipment. A modest toilet block. 

Improved lighting but no flood lights! Fencing along Ryde Road with a deeper border of 

plantings to reduce traffic noise. Appropriate artwork. Pathways that are suitable for people 

with disabilities and the elderly and safe for wheelchairs. Raised garden beds of scented 

shrubs and flowers in particular for people with poor eyesight or who are blind. Garden beds 

of medicinal herbs and shrubs. A Chinese/Asian section in recognition of our multicultural 

society. An area in recognition of our local Aboriginal history. The Croquet Club to be 

retained.  Its facilities are used by many people and there may be a revival of interest in 

learning to play croquet. The park should not be commercialised. It is no place for giant 

outdoor screens.  Families with older children can be better accommodated at Boronia Park, 

Henley or Gladesville Reserve. Covid-19 has changed the way we are going to live and 

congregate in the future.  Figtree Park is not suitable for large gatherings of people. Safe 

physical distancing would be difficult. Please find a great landscape architect with innovative 

ideas.  I believe great things could be achieved in this little park. 

● We are greatly concerned with what is being suggested for changes and development for 

Figtree Park. 
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We regard most suggestions as totally inappropriate and unnecessary.  In our view there 

should be no loss of the existing green open space and mature trees and shrubs in this area. 

Figtree Park is a delightful small park of long standing providing a green and much enjoyed 

oasis in an increasingly built up pocket of Hunter’s Hill. 

From our regular use and observation of this little park it is well used and enjoyed as a place 

for individuals, couples, families and youngsters on their own to make use of it to sit and 

enjoy a chat, have lunch, read a book etc. 

Figtree Park has wonderful mature trees and shrubs which should only be added to as 

needed, certainly not removed and replaced with some tiny saplings. This is a time when the 

benefits of shade and carbon capture provided by such places should be celebrated for what 

they are, not “activated” by introducing activities which are available and more appropriate 

elsewhere in the area. There is no need for changing facilities or a toilet block which are 

already available in the adjacent shopping area and with the development in Boronia Park.  

Similarly, dog off leash areas are available in larger more appropriate spaces such as Boronia 

Park and Clarke’s Point. Figtree Park lacks the space and car parking necessary for holding 

markets and would detract business from local stores. sculpture or other art is unnecessary 

in this little park.   The existing trees are sculpture in themselves.  

Lighting is also inappropriate and detrimental to wildlife there.  Any night time activities in 

this residential area is inappropriate. Introduction of synthetic turf into the Croquet Club is 

ridiculous, a place we understand that is well used by a variety of organisations and 

individuals for example for children parties.  Some funding for an internal upgrade of the 

clubhouse may be considered. In our view, a child play area in the past was rarely used and 

the park and trees themselves as they are offer an open unstructured play area for children 

which is not available elsewhere in Hunter’s Hill. Some additional seating could be included 

in the park. Please leave Figtree Park as it is. 

● It is a beautiful established park. Walks through and sit there and would like to see it remain 

where it is. She can walk mainly drives though. It is an excellent piece of land that should 

include climate change resilience. It already has trees and has an opportunity for more trees. 

Keep it as open space, maybe more trees on Ryde Rd. Open area for more winter sun 

enjoyment. Needs more signage to ensure that people know it is there and can access it. 

Looking forward to becoming a member of the croquet club.  

● Drive past it mainly. It is green, it is open to drive past. it’s been lovely to watch the trees 

grow. Community garden. Mounds are good in theory. Safety along Ryde rd. is priority. 

There is a toilet in the shopping centre. There needs more seating, needs gates along Ryde 

rd. Outdoor table tennis 

● They go there every week, sees no issue with toilets. see people doing quiet activity. Croquet 

lawn relocation. Not a member but likes the club  

● Sit in a peaceful environment, away from traffic. 

● Keep as much greenery and trees and not overbuilt 

● Enjoy as now. I do not agree with artworks being installed. It is not a large park. Remember 

the monstrous metal sculpture that was removed from a prominent position in Clarkes Point 

as most people disliked it. 

● continue to see a green and tree like space as I walk through this area and view from the 

road. 

● seating away from the road, more substantial vegetation between park and main road 

would be a benefit 

● Continue to use it as a green space for exercise and peaceful reflection. 
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● Walk, sit, enjoy trees and shrubs 

● Enjoy green parkland which is well designed and open containing only a low-profile amenity 

building. 

● My daughter loves exploring the gardens. It would be amazing to have a small garden, 

maybe with water play that is especially designed for toddlers/pre-schoolers to explore as 

there are already a few plays sets close by. 

● Same as above (appreciate nature, relax, picnic). 

● Relax and unwind without noisy parents and their children 

● "Continue the above 

●  See more trees and other plants" 

● Sit, relax, enjoy green space, get together with friends 

● "Have a green space that is accessible, with shops, cafes and underground parking like the 

Canopy in Lane Cove. 

●  Have some low-rise dwellings to support this and evenly distribute new dwellings in the 

LGA." 

● Keep it as open green space with its mature tree canopy & continue to picnic, meet friends, 

walk dog, play with grandchildren. 

● Sit down, relax, it's quiet. 

● Enjoy the quiet. It’s a very peaceful oasis and I don't want anything more than that. 

● I have not added 10 out of 16 of the points above, as they are not relevant. This little park 

MUST NOT have children’s' playground equipment in it. There are many many parks in this 

suburb that have playground equipment that are rarely, if ever, used. There is a massive 

playground being built in Riverglade at present. Please leave it at that. This space should be 

left as tranquil and peaceful as it is now for senior people like myself, who enjoy the space 

without the presence of noisy children. They don't need to take over every open/green 

space in this suburb. Modern children (and their parents) do not frequent open spaces as my 

peers and their children did in the past, they are inside on technology most of the time. 

● "Please don't overdevelop this space, it is lovely as it is and gets plenty of use. People 

wanting more can easily walk 500m to Boronia park, markets can be held there where there 

is parking and existing facilities. The area around this park is totally overdeveloped and there 

is not the infrastructure to cope with the increased number of humans, the traffic is grid 

lock!! Adding a toilet block to a park that would be mainly used by people within a 10 

minutes’ walk from the park is just a waste of money and space.  

●  Your question above to rank the items is very misleading and will give you a false indication 

of what people want for this park." 

● The green space is so important to mental health, especially with the probability of 

continued lockdowns, so I would love to continue to see the space utilised as a green space. 

Community gardens, allotments, and extra seating would be extremely beneficial for the 

community. 

● "It is unclear what Smart Cities means. 

●  There are plenty of areas for dog walking, ball games, scooter riding etc. It would be lovely 

to retain the natural surroundings and not turn it into an over activated urban park. There 

are many elderly people in the area who would appreciate somewhere to walk and sit 

quietly. Maybe a sensory garden or a small community garden. Public art seems unnecessary 

and a waste of money - the trees and plantings should be the art. Some interesting paths 

would be good." 
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● I haven't used the community services in the old cottages, which seem an obsolete and 

inefficient use of the space. If they are to be rebuilt as part of any redevelopment, I suggest 

any new buildings be relocated to the Ryde Road frontage of the Park to deflect noise from 

the remaining area retained as public open green space. 

● It is an open space park. Please don’t clutter it with ‘stuff’. 

● Space needs to be a left as a green public domain with as few manmade structures as is 

practical. 

● The park must not be 'Activated'! 

● Please do not remove the beautiful large trees 

● Any reduction or infringement on the total green space of the precinct would be strenuously 

opposed by local residents. 

● this large open area should be left as is, as an area where you can kick a ball or play some 

games. The trees council has recently planted right in the centre should be removed. 

● This place can also be turned into a park or a little animal farm. 

● Can this section of Short St be removed to add additional park space? The current island 

section could be adjusted to enable safe turning etc. 

● "I hope the park will remain green and not developed but a community garden similar to the 

coal loader could work. 

● Or a sensory garden for all." 

● The community garden needs a total redesign. This could be a vibrant green space for young 

and old to get their hands dirty and feel connected with nature. Look to Henley Community 

Garden for inspiration. 

● This is a green and pleasant space as it is. Boronia park is 5 minutes’ walk away and provides 

playgrounds, space for ball games and dogs. Please keep this as a quiet area with trees and 

shrubs and paths so the elderly of the area as well as all ages can enjoy a tranquil space. 

● I as a young adult who's born and raised in this amazing council value this tranquil space for 

our elderly.  

● They've earned this space to be quiet and peaceful, if you're going to use money here make 

better and easily accessible pathways for our elderly and disabled (without destroying trees 

or green space) as well as providing a habitat for our birds and local wildlife. If you want a 

playground there's Boronia park, Riverglade reserve for our dogs and children to play 

about!" 

● Relaxed and immersed in nature - green, quiet and private 

● At peace. The smell of the lemon scented gum is refreshing and eating the Lilly Pilly fruit are 

delicious 

● Happy I live in HH where we appreciate nature 

● Relaxed open space is good 

● I feel at peace with myself and luck to have a green space very close to me. this allows me to 

destress and enjoy natures delights with out lots of activities 

● Happy that I have access to green space that is quiet. 

● Thank you for the opportunity to comment on proposals mooted for Figtree Park. I believe that 

the character of the park and surrounds, its location and understanding its current users, 

should inform any program of works for the site. Figtree Park is tiny. It is a delightful small 

piece of quiet open space, featuring many diverse mature trees, mature flowering shrubs and 

garden beds. It is well curated by Council’s parks and gardens staff and has a very peaceful 

and relaxing atmosphere. It is popular.  
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The park is located between two very busy roads: Gladesville Road has cluster of cafes and 

small shops and 3 separate aged care facilities, which are home to a large number of senior 

citizens. Backing onto the park is a group of cottages servicing community needs such as 

Meals on Wheels and Seniors activities programs.  Ryde road is a major traffic artery and is 

being rapidly developed with low-rise apartments and town houses. 

Figtree park is well used at present as passive open space for quiet time for small groups, 

elderly people and their family members, and people with small children. It is not under 

utilized. Any works program must respect and preserve its character. Less is more in this 

pocket park. It needs: 

•        An appropriate fence to enclose and define the Park and make it safe. Local fence 

examples include Shelly Park on Alexandra Street, Boronia Park oval one, or a higher picket 

based on Monash Park oval, Ryde Road. 

•        A few more seats or benches 

•        A modest playground for small children – replacing an earlier one 

•        Easy low-key connections between the cottages from Gladesville Road for park users 

•        Maintaining the Croquet Club in-situ – it has a 100 year history in the suburb and is host 

to numerous other appropriate user groups including yoga, meditation and Tai Chi. 

I am aware of a number of existing proposals for Figtree Park. Some are recommendations to 

upgrade it through the NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program, others have been identified in 

Council’s draft Community Infrastructure Program (some of the latter also are reflected in The 

“Idea’s Map” for Figtree Park on Council’s Website). 

In my opinion, many of these ideas are not appropriate for this site because of its character, 

size and current user groups. Council’s Website asks our community “to help create a green 

space”. The Park needs more of what it has, and not too much change.It does not need to be 

filled up with: •        concrete paths,•        B-B-Q areas•        Bike paths•        A stage or movie 

screen•        Public art•        Low rise residential •        Bright lighting•        A lavatory block. 

These would ruin this precious space and can all be easily accommodated elsewhere in the 

Municipality. 

Hunters Hill is very fortunate to have so many wonderful parks and reserves, which provide 

for a wide choice in community uses – active open space, sporting grounds, practice grounds, 

and exercise activities, family Picnic grounds, walking trails, bike riding, skating, fishing, dog 

walking, areas for Community events and fairs etc at the following: Boronia Park (including 

the new Facilities building), Clarkes Point, The Horse Paddock, Weil Park, Shelley Memorial 

Park, Huntley’s Point Reserve, Gladesville Reserve, and Buffalo Creek reserve. 

Two final observations: Council’s Ideas Map, references “The Canopy” at Lane Cove. The 

Canopy is a man-made open space, created on the roof of a large new commercial 

development and a deep subterranean car park. It is not a model for Figtree Park. Neither is 

Figtree Park suitable for excavated car parking. The latter precludes deep soil and natural 

ground-water flows, so that mature trees could never exist. 

The cottages and street trees along Gladesville road, owned by Council, are an important part 

of this streetscape. They give the area its village scale and character. They are not unfit for 

purpose. They need to be retained, and maintained with careful and sympathetic extensions 

at the rear so they open onto the park behind. Sensitive pedestrian paths from the street to 

the park are also appropriate. In conclusion, the notion of "lazy" assets is a lopsided 

understanding of public space. Assets and land do not need to be "busy" or “working” to be 

useful to the community or worth keeping as open-space. Passive open space is increasingly 

important as cities grow in size and population. It is essential for mental health, quiet 

enjoyment and for conservation of natural environment. 
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Figtree Park is a little gem of a park and unusual because it offers solace for passive and low 

key usage. Such places will continue to be used by current residents and demand will grow, 

as densities increase along Gladesville and Ryde Roads Its character should be respected 

and enhanced and not overwhelmed. Please do not impose a vision on it that belongs 

somewhere else. 

PLAYSPACES  

● 1 am writing with regard to the above and am pleased that the busy and valuable green 

space of Figtree Park will have money spent on it.  As I overlook the park, I am always 

surprised by the number of people of all ages that I see enjoying the Park (also evidenced by 

Council's own research submitted with the Grant application) for exercise, sitting, reading, 

chatting with friends, walking dogs, eating and drinking etc. 

 

The space is well planted, shady in parts, green and peaceful and needs only minimal 

upgrading.  Since the play equipment was removed over 15 years ago, there has been an 

urgent need to reinstate a pre-school playspace for the many local young families who use 

the park, bearing in mind that older children are already well catered at Boronia Park, the 

Priory, play spaces at Hillcrest Avenue, Church Street, High Street and the Skatepark.   

There is a need for more seating in the form of benches and tables and appropriate fencing 

and/or noise cancelling earth works for Ryde Road, all of which needs to be in line with the 

latest climate change resilience considerations. 

With other nearby areas already used for 'events', Figtree Park, directly under a flight path 

and beside a busy road, is definitely not a suitable location.  Traffic congestion and the 

impossibility of providing parking should immediately rule out this suggestion.  After hours 

lighting within the Park should also be rejected as it will encourage the inevitable problems 

of increased noise for aged care facilities, the respite centre and surrounding homes and will 

potentially disrupt native wildlife. 

We trust that Council will ensure a minimal amount of disruption to the park and obviously 

nothing must be allowed to damage or encroach upon the current green space, the planted 

beds or any of the trees.  This includes the much loved and well used historic Croquet Club 

and Lawn, which I'm pleased to see is being retained, as it is considered the best croquet 

green in Sydney and is a source of pride in Hunters Hill.  

● I strongly support the Hunters Hill Trust’s views on Figtree Park. There needs to be a small 

play area, more seating, fencing along Ryde Road, and no loss of existing green space or 

trees. In particular, the Croquet Club should be retained in Figtree Park. 

● We are writing to request that the green space of Figtree Park is left completely intact and 

that the Croquet Club is left in its present site. A small play area in its present location is 

acceptable. We gather that an ‘all abilities’ play area is under construction in Riverglade Park 

and this is not far away. 

Ryde Rd and Gladesville Rd are both very busy and noisy. There are very few car parking 

spaces available for people who wish to attend musical or art events in the park. The 

attending audience would also have to contend with high traffic noise so these do not seem 

to be good uses of the park. 

Construction of a toilet block (such as the one in Boronia Park opposite Montefiore)  is 

reasonable. Fencing Figtree Park make it more child safe is advisable. 

Other than these minor alterations please leave Figtree Park alone." 
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● The Hunters Hill Trust is responding to Council’s invitation to provide feedback and 

suggestions regarding the NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program Grant for Figtree Park. 

Figtree Park is highly valued by locals as a 'green oasis'. It provides a place for passive and 

active enjoyment and an open-air refuge for all age groups.  Far from being 'underutilised', 

as Council's own research suggests it is in fact in constant use for quiet relaxation, 

recreation, exercise, dog walking and socializing. This has been particularly important during 

the pandemic. 

One of the major requirements for the many young families who frequent the park is the 

need for play equipment for their pre-school children. Older children are already provided 

for with the new play space at the Priory and playgrounds at Boronia Park, Church Street, 

High Street and Hillcrest Avenue, in addition to the Skatepark. Therefore, a small play park 

for the very young, reinstated in its previous location to ensure no encroachment on the 

limited amount of open space, would be very well received. 

Noise reducing dense planting and perhaps earth mounds where appropriate as well as 

safety fencing should be installed along Ryde Road to maximize the usability of the green 

space and in addition, there is a need for more shade trees, picnic tables and seating.  A key 

goal of the State Strategic Plan for Crown Land 2031 is to manage open spaces for climate 

change resilience, so maintaining and enhancing Figtree Park with porous grassed areas, 

increased biodiversity, tree cover and rainwater capture will satisfy this requirement and the 

needs of park users. 

The necessity for a toilet block has not been strongly identified in community consultations, 

especially not one of the scale envisaged in the Council proposal.  There is concern that this 

type of structure will attract vandalism and graffiti and require ongoing 

maintenance.  However if there is a proven need for more facilities, an option to make the 

toilets in the community hall available to the public could be explored. 

Limiting lighting around the perimeter of the park is acceptable but if the suggestion is that 

lighting should be erected inside the area, then there could be unintended consequences. 

Apart from the disruption to our nocturnal native wildlife, after hours use of the park with 

the inevitable problems of increased noise, rubbish and noisy gatherings could affect 

residents, as housing is in close proximity to the Park. Families with young children and 

those in the Respite Centre and care homes could be adversely affected. The use of the 

Croquet Club after 8pm is not allowed for this very reason. Figtree Park is not an appropriate 

location for 'events' - open green space is limited and the all-grass surface churns into mud 

very easily. Parking is already impossible in the area and event traffic is likely to cause major 

congestion.  Other nearby and much larger parkland areas are already well positioned to 

hold the many local events that the community enjoys. 

In relation to the proposed additional concrete paths and artwork - with the exception of 

restoring the fountain donated by the Rotary Club - the Trust does not see any need to 

clutter this beautiful space with unnecessary infrastructure and additional items requiring 

maintenance into the future. 

Hunters Hill is fortunate to have a well-maintained croquet lawn, said to be the best in 

Sydney, as part of the crown land of Figtree Park.  The Croquet Club plays an important role 

in the community, teaching this strategic sport to schools and introducing enthusiastic locals 

to a new skill. Its historic hall is used by many groups and the community treasures this little 

gem of quiet enjoyment. The Trust and its members congratulate Council on their clear 

intention, as expressed in its Grant application, to retain this significant landmark. 
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● I am writing to you as a member of the Hunters Hill Croquet Club and long-term user of the 

Figtree Park. I am requesting the Hunters Hill Council seriously consider both the benefits 

but also the potential disadvantage to the community of any substantial change to the 

Figtree environment.  

First the ambience and atmosphere of the current setting is appreciated by the community 

with older citizens bringing flasks of tea or coffee and sitting in groups to enjoy the 

friendship and rapport of friends and neighbours. Some prefer to sit and read or reflect as 

they enjoy the tranquillity and peace of the park. Mothers are often seen chatting while 

their children play in the park.  

I think to have a play area for children and a small amenities block would further increase 

use of the park without destroying its special character and charm. There is limited parking 

around the area so to expand its services beyond a play area or small amenities block would 

produce an additional burden for the surrounding community.   

Second the sport of croquet sits well within the character of the park.  I ask you to leave the 

Hunters Hill Croquet Club at the current site in Figtree Park. The Hunters Hill Croquet Club 

continues to grow and women and men participate on an equal footing. The sport attracts 

people of all ages, skill and interests. The social network and exercise it provides the local 

community are invaluable. The closest croquet clubs are Chatswood or Eastwood and it 

would discredit Hunters Hill if members had to search for an alternative club in another LGA.   

In addition, the greens are of high standard and the cost of replacement would be in the 

order of $80,000 - $100,000 and up to six months without play for members of the Club. The 

option of synthetic turf is seriously expensive and has yet to prove its suitability or reliability 

in the sport. The cost of relocating the Club would be beyond our financial resources and 

would incur a considerable monetary liability for the Council.  

In the successful application for funding under the NSW Public Spaces Legacy Programme 

2021, the Council clearly stated its aim was to maintain the character of Hunters Hill and 

Figtree Park by improving the presentation and use of the area through regular public 

domain improvements and activities and services, like community gardens, playgrounds for 

children, maintaining parks and reserves and retaining the croquet club.    

In summary I implore the Council not to overdevelop the Figtree site so as to retain the 

ambience and character of the Park and to leave the Hunters Hill Croquet Club at its present 

site.  

Likes an introspective space. Lends itself to walking, biking etc, accessible and access. 

Children's playground. Yoga groups, physical active. Discussed Synthetic fields was 

something to be considered. (We can't share the space at all with anyone was a comment). 

Not much, sometime walk through. Play equipment, water feature, chess board on table, 

bike facilities, seating, markets infrastructure, lighting, Flying fox, Street feast 

● Uses it occasionally with kids. When he visits people for pastoral space. likes it being private 

but open. Uses St Marks close by, Like the idea of sustainable and intergenerational 

approach. Princess Diana Park is an amazing place.  

● Came here in 1972. There would be playground use. There are always children in Matthew 

St. Having Coffee etc. It is a place for passive recreation. There could be a place for some 

playground equipment. Toilet is a good idea. It is tricky for parking. The Medical Centre is 

terrible. It has gone from a practice to a health centre with a number of specialists etc. No 

accessible parking at the med centre. Likes to sit down, likes the tables and benches. Putting 

a bin makes a mess. Is against the fence. Thinks that fences create barriers. very nice walk 

along the park. Talked about a garden. Like the feeling of access 
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● The park is fit for purpose. Some playground equipment where it uses to be. 

● See beautiful gardens, ensure the footpaths are not encroached by foliage overhang (they 

are now along Ryde Road), make sure it's NOT a dog off leash area, have a play park for 

young children, don't have an ugly toilet block - make it a nice architect designed amenity, 

make the landscaping interesting and buffered from the noisy road and traffic, add lighting 

for safety at night 

● "Playground for kids 

●  Scooter track 

●  Kick a ball around 

●  Enjoy lunch / snacks with the kids" 

● Would love to see an enclosed play space - but one that includes wild spaces, and places 

where intergenerational connection can occur. 

● Play equipment which is fenced (very important it’s fenced as so close to busy road) suitable 

for little children would be perfect - similar to that at Harry Shelly park which is fantastic. 

● If it had a fun nature play area I would bring my 4 and 6-year-old grand kids to play. A 

community food garden would be great for my grandkids to visit too. 

● It would be good to think about the park along with the cafes on Gladesville Rd. It will be 

good if we could add a green barrier to reduce road noise and give a sense of relaxation. We 

would like to see a section dedicated to a modern playground, interesting trees and flowers. 

some kind of musical water fountain which can be for kids play but also provide a drink to 

the birds. A couple of BBQ spots with seating. Lane Cove Canopy is a great example that 

should be reviewed. They were also able to add four levels of parking below but that may 

not be possible here with budget. 

● Have a safe place to play with my child. He's currently 16 months old. The space needs to 

have a fence, things to climb, space to run around and kick a ball. Maybe a bike track.  

● As above, with child's playground, without restricting resident parking further on Ryde Rd. 

● A small playground would be great. a combined shared elderly and children area would be 

good - something all ages can use. 

●  kids’ playground, have a source of drinking water, have a sheltered table, toilets 

● kick a ball (which I think would be harder now that council has planted trees in the middle of 

the space!). There should be facilities like swings, play equipment and cricket nets as the 

cricket club nets at Boronia Park are not publicly accessible. 

● Farmers Market and Boules. Children's playground with a paddling pool. Remove all fences 

so that the community has access to all of the space. Maintain the mature trees for shade. 

● Ride a pump track. 

● Park for kids to play, both younger and older children. Something different, like a skate Park. 

Or a bike track. 

● Play equipment for kids would be great. A few more benches. 

● Take grandchildren to play on equipment, take dog to fenced area, more tables and chairs to 

sit. 

● A small playground for pre-school children, more seating and a fence along Ryde Road would 

make the park even more perfect. 

● Take the kids to the playground or for a scooter. Would love to see a fenced all abilities play 

space with a path surrounding the internal perimeter for scootering. Would love a bubbler, 

shelter picnic area, shade sails, water play, big slides + little slides, lots of swings, in built 

trampolines, rope climbing, and toilets. :) 
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●  Also, some green space, multi-use sports court." 

● I would love to see a space like one we visited in Hyde Park - the Princess Diana Memorial 

Playground. It was a creative and intergenerational and safe place. 

https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/kensington-gardens/things-to-see-and-do/diana-

memorial-playground 

● There are no other places in this immediate area for young families to safely play. 

● NATURE playground - A natural playground is a play environment that consists of elements 

and textures from the earth such as tree logs, tree stumps, boulders, plants, drainage paths, 

among others instead of a traditional steel playground structure that includes slides and 

climbers. (so, NO steel structures) 

● garden beds / community garden strips" 

● Place new playground and amenities block at this end of park to be close to shops ……i.e. 

takeaways for parents supervising children to be nearby. 

● Hunters Hill has a larger proportion of young and school aged kids, and this park is 600-800m 

from the nearest playground in each of the 4 cardinal directions - a proper playground space 

here would bring most of Hunters Hill within 2-3 mins walk of a playground and part of the 

site should be used for this. 

● I'd love to see features that would invite families to spend more time in this park, like a 

grassy picnic area with sheltered picnic tables, a playground with mini in-ground trampolines 

and water play, outdoor exercise equipment stations, and a winding footpath through 

gardens for strolling or for kids to scooter around. 

● A small bike/ scooter track that runs around this area with be great. Something similar to 

that at Buffalo Creek but on a smaller scale. Would be great for the young families in the 

area. Also swings set for other children would also help families enjoy this space. 

● This place could be a big park, as one park could be for the older children then there could 

be a park for the younger ones. Another baby park with small slides and supportive swings. 

● Pump track  

● Zip lines through the trees 

● Small kids’ playgrounds 

● Net underneath 

● Aboriginal artwork  

● Water play area at the park 

● Big climbing nets - like the one at darling harbour with sand at the bottom 

● Garden area with swings and seats 

● Community garden with food you can eat  

● Love seat  

● Because there is not. a lot of space, we should do vertical things for young and old 

● One shared multipurpose court 

● A flat surface to practice roller skating 

● Statues of animals  

● Treasure hunt 

● sandbox for little kids 

● shallow water on the ground to stomp on the group  

● big twisty slide 

● Outdoor gym.  

● Line the path with leaves 
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● Make sure you have a colourful sign 

● Off leash dog park  

● Street food stands - like a market.  

● Rock climbing wall  

● Figtree  

● Train for team sports 

● Tree houses 

● Maze  

● Bigger kid parks  

● Dirt path so trucks old come in 

● Come somewhere that is different.  

● Small businesses pop up stand 

● What would make Figtree Park - lots of artwork and make it different 

● Aboriginal artwork for sure, make everyone feel welcome there.  

● Little small bowls - small bird habitat 

● Colourful bright artworks 

● A space for everyone to be in.  

● baby small trees spread around the park because when they get older they will be big and be 

a home for other animals being a great thing for the environment 

● Nice seating areas 

● Mini petting zoo with goats etc.  

● Dirt tracks and skate parks are infested with teenagers, need a teenager free zone 

● Recycling bins 

● Lots of tables with covers on top. Little building where people can go awards of some sort 

● Dog adoption days 

● Change and do alot. But leave something that reminds you of what it used to be 

● Every Sunday make it a market. " 

● Perhaps some fencing around play equipment but nothing much else needed. Leave 

parklands alone. $4 million is not needed in Figtree Park. 

RETAIN OPEN SPACE  

● We don't need another cafe - the existing ones on Gladesville road struggle enough and 

fail/change owners every year. We need to support the ones we already have and leave this 

beautiful park alone. 

● open space in this area and to Matthew Street should be retained. 

● I don't need any other activities there, it is a pleasant place to walk 

● Playing football with the kids while sitting and enjoying some sun shine. There are very few 

north facing parks in HH where this could be achieved without being overrun by sports 

groups or people visiting the area from elsewhere. In addition, there are not large well 

catered to spaces in HH that exhibit similar characteristics to say the Coal Loader at 

Waverton and this could be that sort of space if planned well enough. 

● Nothing. It’s perfect the way it is. 

● Sit to enjoy a quiet open space and the chance to meet friends there in good weather. 

● "Play Tai Chi 

●  Chat with people" 

● "Sit and read with a coffee 
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●  Watch the children play 

●  Watch people with their dogs" 

● Quiet restful contemplation in the Park without organised activities, or active unleashed 

dogs. I value the opportunity to learn croquet nearby. 

● Continue to enjoy the open/green space to walk the dog and exercise, and to still be able to 

compost our fruit/veg scraps there. 

● not much it should be a place for relaxation and contemplation 

● No more than exactly what I do now 

● "Continue to visit for Tai Chi 

●  Sit at a table for a coffee and a chat" 

● Exactly what we do right now. 

● "Be protected from traffic noise 

●  Shade 

●  Quiet space" 

● "Walk 

●  Play Ball 

●  Sit and ponder" 

● sit and enjoy the gardens and meet friends for chat and coffee. there are plenty of other 

park areas that are available for more active past times and children play areas. this is close 

to the shops and a good area for passive enjoyment. It is also close to the new unit 

complexes so enables those nearby to enjoy some outside space 

● Enjoy nature, sit, relax 

● As above. I don't want it to change. For those who want playgrounds, skate board areas, 

bike racks, exercise equipment etc. There are other larger parks close by that cater, or could 

cater, for them. Why wreck Figtree park by cramming it with these kinds of facilities - it is a 

very special small park. 

● Walk through it - stop enjoy the space 

● Walk the dog, enjoy the open space and sunshine. 

● Peaceful, calm and relaxed because if the open space and green space with trees and bush. 

● "I feel really good and I feel appreciative of the opportunity to both play croquet in this area 

as well as sit in the park. 

●  I love seeing the plants, the birds and be able to be in a quiet space (apart from the 

inevitable traffic noise )." 

● appreciate the green park / open & public space 

● "Open green space is a health benefit for everybody, so answer = ""good"".  

●  There are several apartment buildings and aged care residences bordering this park which is 

accessible: Boronia Park/ Clarke Park/ Tarban creek/ Henley are BIG council green spaces 

which are not as close to shops, healthcare, hall, sports - not so accessible." 

● Very lucky to have this green space that is not cramped with extra buildings, or an amenities 

block (there are toilets in the Yarn) or playground and sporting equipment. 

● Happy that it is green and calm, without a playground. 

● Very relaxed in a peaceful, green and shady park which needs minimal changes. 

● Don't clutter it with buildings - art - stages - carparking 

● Important to keep green space and public access especially as increasing density close by 

● maintain plantings and increase plantings - maybe a path through garden beds for part of it 

as well as open space 



 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program: Responses from Community   

33 
 

● Leave it as it is. 

● Hunters Hill Council needs to value the resources it has. The Croquet Club is an example of a 

facility that Council has, that no neighbouring LGA does. Council should promote and help 

the Club grow. Local businesses will benefit. 

● I would hate to see this space re-developed. The croquet court is a beautiful and tranquil 

sanctuary and a valuable resource (particularly, but not exclusively) for older ratepayers for 

outdoor exercise and social contact. 

● Maintain croquet club as vital community activity 

● This is a valuable, small public space and should be preserved 

● Don’t waste money on anything like you did on the bus stops in Hunters hill!!!!!! Look into 

understanding the area!!!!!!! 

● More space for the public - we own it all together yet we cannot use it. 

● I hope it stays just the way it is. 

● "No. I believe any change will be to the detriment to the hunters hill community, to the 

environment and to the aesthetics of this suburb.  

●  The over development of lane cove is a great example of a nearby suburb that put greedily 

put profit and businesses above its residents." 

● "Overdeveloping this area will damage the environment, community and wellbeing of the 

Hunters Hill people.  

●  Also, we don't need more cafes given the existing cafes on Gladesville Road struggle and 

change hands at least once a year." 

● Do not put buildings on a much-needed green open space. Keep area as it is for everyone to 

enjoy visually and physically. 

● "leave it alone, keep dogs and their poo out 

●  maybe more natives" 

● Do not go ahead with this project, it's a waste of money and would be better utilised 

elsewhere 

● I saw a comment saying the croquet club was being moved to Henley. How is that 

accessible? that’s terrible for all the seniors that walk to and from croquet. No off-lease dog 

park. I’m tired of being accosted by dogs. 

● Yes, no artwork, no playgrounds or over urbanisation. There's Boronia park and Riverglade 

reserve for this kind of madness! 

● I hope that future generations will thank us for keeping the park as it is (rather than subject 

it to overdevelopment) and thank us for keeping the croquet club in its present position. 

● Do not turn this space into a children's playground. 

● YES. keep as is, maybe beautify it. And keep the croquet club there. Peaceful, quiet activity 

just right for Hunters Hill. 

● Along with the many locals who love the green open space, the mature trees and the 

established garden beds of this Park, we all enjoy having the croquet club and lawn available 

for play and tuition. Please don't spoil this treasured space by adding anything more than 

seating and a small play area. 

● With increasing urban development and density, the space should be kept as a park to 

maintain the high liveability standards of the council area. Once parkland is developed it is 

difficult to reclaim the space. It is public space that is desperately needed for families, 

teenagers and the residents of numerous retirement homes who live in close proximity 
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especially during events such as the COVID pandemic. As public space is rare, good planning 

is required to ensure the space is used effectively. 

● Hunters Hill LGA is uniquely beautiful, with its low-key houses &amp; gardens &amp; 

heritage items set mostly tranquil settings. The current proposals for Figtree Park run 

counter to this existing character &amp; should not proceed. 

● This is such a large space that could expand the park and be usable by not just a club that 

has a high fence to keep people out - we need to use this land for parkland so that everyone 

can enjoy it! 

● "This could be an ideal spot to create a green space that involved some low rise residential, 

(adjoining the Hunters Hill village shops) and a green space - like the Canopy in Lane Cove. 

The inclusion of residential here could meet some of HHC dwellings targets and ensure new 

dwellings are spread evenly and fairly over the Hunters Hill LGA. 

● The croquet club should be protected." 

● Remove bushes to open up the croquet lawn to the park- perhaps consider a small 

fence/wall or some garden beds. The current arrangement restricts the usability of the park 

and sections it up unnecessarily 

● Please leave this end of the park free of obstruction (apart from trees) for open free use of 

space by everyone. 

● Just what we and all those who use it do now - just enjoy the quiet and peace of park where 

you can sit, stroll and chat with friends. Watch young parents with their babies and toddlers 

enjoying the green space and the calm surroundings (we need more seating) 

● The park is fine. It doesn't need anything much more. It is not a place to "do" things - more 

just a restful nice place to enjoy. 

● It would be good to retain something of the old park as a reminder to those of us familiar 

with it. 

● Love our precious green space and fresh air. Must not lose any trees from this or other 

parks. 

● "You feel relax and clears your mind. A sense of peace and calmness. 

●  When living in a unit you don’t have access to a back yard. 

●  It’s so important to have lots of open parks with beautiful trees and greenery especially 

during this Pandemic." 

● Happy to have a space that has not been over developed in my local area. 

● Free. Surrounded by greenery and watching the seasons go by. 

● The space is very much Hunters Hill. Any expenditure in this area should be in keeping with 

maintaining this village feel. 

● Relaxed - bit noisy. More trees from traffic 

● I love the low-key community vibe and open green space. Teaching from the croquet club is 

such a gem of a space to be able to use. 

● Happy to have a green nature filled space in the middle of urban increasingly busy suburb. 

● It is a quiet, restful little park - a small oasis of calm with pleasant trees and lawn. It doesn't 

need "enhancing" or being "reimagined" (whatever that means). 

SAFETY  

● Play equipment that is fenced in, as Ryde Road is quite busy and we need to keep the 

children safe. 
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● This intersection is a traffic hazard. People uturn here to return up Gladesville Road rather 

than continuing to the roundabout, and turning there. Mathew St is very narrow and having 

to deal with this just adds to traffic and confusion at this intersection. 

● "environmentally friendly natural barrier between  

● Ryde Road and the park" 

● This is Ryde road, not Gladesville road, not Makinson street or Batesman. If a child kicks a 

ball on to this road or an unleashed dog runs on to this road the consequences would be 

unconscionable for council to proceed. Two examples: 1. A Child kicks a soccer ball on to 

Ryde road which startles a driver and leads to a head on collision with another vehicle or 2. 

A Child kicks the soccer ball on to Gladesville road and proceeds to chase after it leading to a 

pedestrian accident or worse. Just NO 

● Congratulations to the council for securing funding for this project. 

I’d like to submit the following recommendations for consideration: 

Improved lighting in the park. 

A fence like that at Monash Park.  

I am responding to the Acting General Manager’s recent invitation to provide feedback and 

suggestions regarding the NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program opportunities for Figtree Park. 

A survey conducted earlier this year by Council confirmed that Figtree Park is the third most-

used reserve in the Municipality. Two conclusions flow from that fact: The ratepayers are 

satisfied with the general amenity of the Park + Whatever changes or additions are 

envisaged should be modest enhancements and not diminish the area or overall character of 

the space. 

In that context my suggestions and responses to the Council’s indicated proposals for the 

Park fall under these headings: 

Safety 

The boundary of the Park, especially bordering Ryde Road and Matthew Street, offers no 

protection for children. There should be a low fence on those sides with minimal visual 

impact but be a sufficient barrier to prevent balls, dogs and children from straying into 

danger.  

Drainage 

The grassed area of the Park drains poorly. After quite light rainfall it retains water and the 

surface is soggy underfoot for days afterwards. There are established ground-treatment 

methods for alleviating this problem. 

Play equipment 

Many years ago, the Council removed the traditional swings and slippery slide that occupied 

the small area of the Park adjoining the rear of the Council properties on Gladesville Road. 

That type of facility should be restored, at a modest level, for the enjoyment of children in 

the area. It would not need a shade cloth structure as the existing trees provide adequate 

protection. 

Seating 

Some limited additional seating should be installed offering places of repose in both 

sunshine and shaded areas.    

Toilet block 

There is no demonstrable need for a public ablution amenity, especially not one of the scales 

envisaged in the Council proposal. The residents closest to the Park, notably on Matthew 

Street, have never had to deal with requests from the public to use their toilets. Public 
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ablution bocks can also attract vandalism and graffiti, and impose high maintenance 

demands on Council staff.  

Public art 

The Council has had a poor record in its attempts to introduce public art to the Municipality. 

The unwanted installation of the Chardin’s Table sculpture at Clarke Point prompted fierce 

opposition from ratepayers. The sandstone bus seats at Garibaldi Corner were a similar 

debacle. The meaningless ‘light stalks’ opposite Melodramas Corner provide nothing other 

than a convenient place for dogs to relieve themselves. We should be spared any further 

attempts by Council and its officers to impose their questionable and expensive tastes on 

residents.  

Short Street/Matthew Street/Ryde Road triangle 

This awkward intersection at the Western end of the Park would benefit from an assessment 

by a reputable traffic flow consultant. There might be ways of making it easier for drivers to 

negotiate and safer for pedestrians. 

Lighting 

A modest level of lighting in the Park might be considered, however, there would be 

difficulties in ensuring that glare does not impinge on the comfort of nearby residents. 

Permanent lighting in public spaces also encourages after-hours use, with the inevitable 

problems of increased noise, rubbish and unruly behaviour. 

Infrastructure 

Figtree Park has shown itself to be a totally inappropriate location for community events 

such as ‘show days’ and markets. This was attempted many years ago and was immediately 

recognized as unworkable. The all-grass surface was swiftly churned into mud and the 

resultant deep gouges took months to recover. Parking is already close to impossible in the 

area and any event such as a market day would cause chaos. There is no need to provide 

infrastructure support in the form of electricity or water. 

More generally, it is vital that whatever capital works are considered for Figtree Park do not 

reduce the existing green space and overall amenity of the area. Every square metre of the 

Park is precious public space, and must be retained as such. 

If the $4.7m in funds available is not fully consumed by improvements then the remainder 

should be employed in the internal and external refurbishment of the existing Council 

properties along Gladesville Road. That would be an effective and legitimate use of the 

funds within the general requirement of the grant to enhance “legacy public space”. 

● The Council website talks about seeking community input into the design of the new 

amenities at Figtree Park, but it is extremely unclear how this is supposed to be done. There 

should be a form linked to the webpage. 

In any event, it is excellent that the park is receiving a make-over. Can I suggest the park 

have a good size fence around it so that parents don’t have to worry about their children 

running onto the nearby roads? Secondly, it would be great to see a couple of cricket nets 

that are publicly accessible installed – noting that the ones at Boronia Park are only for the 

Club. The Figtree Park nets be open to everyone. The nets would go well at the drab and ugly 

eastern end of the park. There are also needs to be some things / play equipment and a 

toilet block. 

● There needs to be fencing around the park. Make the focus around Gladesville Rd. think its 

great idea. She sneaks through the driveway, there is no access at all. Would love to see a 

play area- lots of people with young. Children and dogs.  
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● 48 years rate payers. Sees it as a quiet place of repose. It is not a functional park for 

recreation. It is used to relax and sit. There are small people. What would he like to happen? 

Maybe a fence, otherwise very little. Drainage. Fence, Seating, Children’s Play Equipment. 

Doesn’t think that we need to spend. Doesn't think that people need public toilets. Doesn't 

think you need to have new access to the park. You might want to see. He can't see how you 

could justify how you need.  

● Googled the park. Is that a lot of money for a small area? Has it been adopted. Asked about 

moving the admin staff, library. Is this a destination park? There is nothing to draw you 

there. What is going to draw you there as your family. Like Canopy. Agnostic in regards to 

the Croquet Club. There seems to be a lot of public space closed off to the public. There is a 

need for the community groups to have places. Wouldn't take my kids there how it is there 

needs to be barriers between Ryde Rd and the park. Especially need to be able to go 

somewhere to have a meal. One of the comments public art clever landscaping that the kids 

might enjoy. The space is a sculpture. Would be good to have some markets at night. The 

corner is a bit weird, you could gain a bit more space. We have an opportunity to create 

something special and although there are some people who like things the way they have 

always been. X doesn’t want it to denigrate but sees the importance of people getting good 

design into our communities for the benefit.  

● Keep the park as a park and address the issues, like fence line along Ryde Rd, upgrade to the 

fountain, provide more seating. Also preserve it.  Not something that you could spend 4.75 

million in the park. Upgrade to parking - if it great what can we do. There is parking in 

Gladesville Rd, under the shopping centre. It would be good to have walkway from the shops 

to the park. Enjoy the peace. What happens. Women's bowling Club. Gladesville Community 

Centre.  

● Does not live next to the park. There are a lot of people who value the space. Acknowledges 

access problems. Important to consider in consultation that people don't realise that when 

you consult, you are consulting with many more organisations with the problem of visibility 

and noise around the park. e.g. mona vale mounded along the road edges. Should not be 

able to see a single car. 48 is next to historic stone cottage, which brings you in to and out of. 

Take down 48 and open up the space.  Come forward with a statement of the future. Would 

like to see well designed interface with the place 

● Lives across the road at Matthew St. Has been there for 21 years. Uses the park everyday, 

many times a day. Does reg exercise in the park in groups or by themselves. Sits with her 

friends and neighbours. There are so many people living in flats and townhouses. They take 

their folded chairs. High school kids. It is used by everyone from toddlers to older people. 

Have grandchildren visit, takes them to the park, they love it there. they climb over 

everything. she can walk across the road, walks her dog to it. Walks through to the village. 

Lives across the road at Matthew St. Has been there for 21 years. Uses the park every day, 

many times a day. Does reg exercise in the park in groups or by themselves. Sits with her 

friends and neighbours. There are so many people living in flats and townhouses. They take 

their folded chairs. High school kids. It is used by everyone from toddlers to older people. 

Have grandchildren visit, takes them to the park, they love it there. they climb over 

everything. she can walk across the road, walks her dog to it. Walks through to the village. 

Keep it how it is - bring it up to date. Some elements of the park are outdated and need 

updating. The fountain. The kids climb all over it. She would like it to be safer for small 

children and kids who like to kick the park - people would use it more if there was a safety 

fence along the road. a good fence. people would use more of the park. keep the toddlers 
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away from Ryde rd. the fence around the croquet club. there could be something around it.  

Not enough furniture and not enough bins.  

● Lives across from the park and uses it every day. It is a green oasis, somewhere to exercise 

and have a coffee. She sees people there all the time. She has been campaigning with 

Council to have a fence on Ryde Rd. She is delighted to see the playground reinstated. She 

would like it to be aimed at preschool children. thinks it is pretty good but could have more 

seating. not in favour of a toilet. there is a need for a toilet. there are toilets in the buildings. 

the space is limited. it is quite broken up the green space is not big in her opinion. not great 

to exercise in groups bigger than 20.  

● It should be fenced to stop children running onto the road and security and safety. 

● Have an enclosed park 

● Kick a ball without worrying it, and my son, will end up on the road 

● Enclose a section & install a playground so that young families with toddlers & babies are 

able to safety enjoy the park (the location next to a busy road has meant it's currently 

unusable for young families - despite it being near several cafes that would be fantastic for 

takeaway coffees to bring to the park). 

● Have a fenced area for the kids to run around safely 

● Take children there & dog without fear of them running onto busy Ryde Road. Have a little 

playground and better seating and small fenced area for dogs. 

● Relax, meet friends, children play, I would like the park to be fenced to keep children safe 

from Ryde road 

● watch grandchildren play in the park which will need to be fenced off from Ryde road. Enjoy 

a coffee in the outdoors 

● "Unsafe 

●  Combated by noise" 

● Addressing the noise from Ryde rd. 

● Traffic in side street is hideous. Lots of medical staff parking. During day road only fits one 

car and is a nightmare. Make parking on one side only. Lazy medical people then can park on 

other side of Gladesville road where there is plenty of room. I have seen kids kick a ball that 

landed on side street and because of so many parked cars drivers can’t see kids run out. A 

disaster waiting to happen 

● separation from Ryde Road both visually and physically should be the highest priority to add 

real value to this space 

● Please fence the park for safety reasons for young children. I consider the croquet club a 

most valuable resource for the ageing local population & do not want the club restricted in 

any way. This is a growing sport as evidenced in other suburbs in Sydney. 

● it needs to be safe for kids considering the busy roads 

● It needs adequate fencing to keep children and animals from going onto the roads. Maybe 

some seating and a large paved chess board for the oldies to play on would be good. There 

will be a lot of change from $4.75M so perhaps you need to be figuring out where to spend 

it elsewhere in the LGA IF you get any of it at all i.e. have you met your specified targets? 

The deadline has passed. 

● "A safety fence around the park is crucial!! Should have been in the list above!!! It's the main 

thing that has been asked for, for many years.  

●  An amenities block is not needed because there are toilets in the village AND Figtree is a 

'short visit' park. People don't and won't have long picnics etc there. We need bins!" 

● "What does Smart cities mean? 
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●  If amenities mean toilets then that is a bad idea - not needed and public toilets are always 

hard to maintain properly. Please leave the park as it is - and the croquet club." 

● And here I think there should be a fenced of area for big dogs. 

● The park definitely needs a safety fence around the perimeter. I don’t see a need for toilets, 

but small amount of kid’s equipment would be good. Extra seats here and there would also 

be good. There are plenty of other places outside the park to put “Art”. Putting too much 

extra stuff in the park is going to take park space away! 

● A low fence and plantings at this edge of the park to screen Ryde Road and provide safety 

for children and potentially the elderly with dementia would be a worthwhile investment. 

● Nervous a child will run onto Ryde road. 

SITE ACCESSIBILITY  

● Retain all mature trees. Build a stage at the Southern end. Build a small playground. Build 

sound barriers to Ryde road, preferably as earth banks. Make a good connection to 

Gladesville road, include this as a design requirement in any redevelopment along 

Gladesville road. The Canopy at Lane Cove is a good precedent for this space. 

● Leave cottages and tree lined streets as they are, just renovate/upgrade community 

cottages with connecting pathways to park. Last thing we need is to turn this great village 

shop area into a concrete jungle which Lane Cove has become. Forget underground car 

parking which will create further traffic congestion in this area. 

● "The park is a natural environment and needs little more than a tidy up. Some paths so 

people can walk through, some seating, some interesting planting. 

● Please no off-leash dogs, no gym equipment, no public art. The community value spaces 

which are green and NOT activated. Activated just means busy, congested." 

● Re Fig Tree Park, the subject of Public Space development called ""Reibey’s Green"". 

 A.  I am looking at the (name changed) Fig Tree Park and I am wondering, who is the legal 

title holder of the land that comprises this park?  Who has the title deeds to Fig tree 

Park   Can you provide me with a title map setting out the boundaries and the areas  of  of 

the  Park lot or lots. Is it Crown land   Is it rate payers land?  How Is it a public space? Who 

has the title to House number 2 on Gladesville Road?   

C.    Who has the title to adjourning stone block  property on the eastern side, formerly 

occupied by the law firm? 

D.     Is the C. property classified as a heritage property? 

● Staff - lunch breaks, plan activities for consumers. The main group they see is the seniors at 

42 Gladesville, they bring chairs and meet in the park. Use the park more before lockdown, 

modified cricket, modified lawn. Use it Mon - Fri working hours between 11-2pm. It is the 

assembly point for staff to assemble in case of emergency. Lots more children using the 

carpark, children were running around and using the carpark. A great spot for volunteers, 

also use the carpark. Create level access, connect the Gladesville Rd ot the park. It is 

happening through the Car Park, they run out to help people navigate through the cars. They 

park in parking spots. Alot fo the clients use walkers. Natural barrier between Ryde Rd and 

the Park itself. Some clients have memory loss or brain injury. If there was some kind of 

barriers. Open space where you can congregate and exercise would be good. Like to see 

interactive public art space. Installation of gym equipment. Have meeting space, in the heart 

of hunters hill. allow more people to congregate. BBQ in the park. Walk and drive. The 

volunteers also access the same way. Transport clients on site. The three buses are parked 
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on site. Really important where the volunteers can access and park food. Over 20,000 meals 

every year, also need supplier access 

● A big enough space for a screen or a stage. The groves and trees means there is no big 

central open space. Around the periphery. It is a wonderful location for community focal 

point. Food stalls in the area. Whatever is done there needs to provide connection to the 

buildings on Gladesville Road. There are some great opportunities, make sure whatever we 

do in Figtree has to integrate. Looked at the pins and use of croquet, there is an opportunity.  

● Ryde Rd needs fencing, level access, parking - (Tasmania idea), dog fenced area 

● "#44 was used as a community hall - Rotary organised building it and collected funds for 

initial build. Rotary funded the side part. Council wanted to charge $100/week for Rotary to 

use it - so they relocated elsewhere.  

● Getting into the park from Gladesville Rd is an issue. 

● Tai chi in the mornings Refer to the submission. Rotary led a project to build the hall. Funded 

the extension that is used for Meals on Wheels. Suggest that those buildings need to be 

integrated into the park, also the bench near the croquet court. The wishing tree, could be 

cleaned up, need an arbour. Keen to see the fountain revised.  

● 44 Gladesville Rd Hall, had built the hall, in 1990 council wanted to charge. ""Wants to see 

the back of the buildings integrated into the Park. 

● Something striking to draw people into the Park.  

● Plant a fig tree! 

● Make access easier from Gladesville Rd with arbour entrance""" 

● There are some things to be considered. Croquet Club. No parent will take their children into 

the park. Access from Gladesville Rd to Park.  

● Sit on chairs, platform in a sunny, safe space with my dog. Given the adjacent aged 

community and being a flat area, I’d like to see accessibility for aged and disabled 

maintained and improved. 

● Expanded retail and more accessibility across the park 

● Have a fictional park linked to Gladesville rd. shops 

● sit comfortably and safely 

● "More of the same. 

●  Slightly improved pedestrian access from Gladesville road to allow users to bring takeaway 

refreshments from local cafes for small groups." 

● "Croquet green is a welcoming and friendly space, a real asset to any area.  

●  Having the croquet club here attracts people like me from out of Hunters Hill to use the 

shops and facilities and therefore helps local businesses." 

● More parking, especially for the medical centre. As it is now, we struggle everyday to find 

parking on our street and would be concerned that upgrading the park would draw even 

more traffic/parking issues to the surrounding streets. 

● Create a pedestrian plaza in Gladesville Rd between Ryde Rd and Matthew St, or at least a 

one-way to solve all the ridiculous parking and u-turning. Then provide access from there 

directly to the park, by demolishing one of the old council buildings on Gladesville Rd. Create 

a unified space. 

● Parking should not be an emphasis. People should be able to walk/cycle to location, or park 

under HHH. The future is self-driving cars that do not need parking spots. 

● Access from Gladesville road would be much preferable 
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● Make this area more accessible for active transport, bike lane on Ryde road, tree screening 

for footpath, bike parking for park use. 

● Fig Tree park is an amazing opportunity for inclusion across all age groups and anything that 

connects young kids, families and elderly residents would be great. Expand the croquet club 

to include barefoot bowls and bocce. Put in a skateboard ramp and BBQ area. Passive 

recreation would also be great, giant chequers and chess, paddling pool for toddlers. 

Disability inclusive playground. Hunters Hill needs to be more progressive and support the 

needs of young families. 

● as there are a number of aged care facilities in close proximity, a sealed walkway around the 

park with a seat, perhaps, and maybe one or two pieces of exercise equipment suitable for 

seniors, not for all ages, as there are more than sufficient areas for younger generations to 

use make this area compatible for our seniors 

● A wide footpath would ensure that people can walk past, enjoy the park and get exercise. As 

well, wider footpaths could promote accessibility into and around the park. 

● Like I am sneaking into someone’s back yard 

● It’s more like a throughway, than an open space. I feel not at peace. 

● Not inviting. Looks like a private space, not for the public 

TRAFFIC  

● Pedestrian focused design to deal with Ryde Rd traffic and parking 

● If there is to be park upgrades that result in more people visiting the area every day, there 

desperately needs to be some thought given to parking. Residents already struggle to find 

parking on Short/Luke/Matthew streets mainly due to the Medical centre. There is also 

trouble parking related to the current construction at St Joseph’s college, nearby cafes, and 

around school drop off/pick up times. 

● Reduce the parking to one side only or change to one-way flow. 

● Fix the traffic lights! This would do a lot to enhance the accessibility and congestion which 

affects this entire block especially in peak times. Cars on Ryde Rd park across the 

intersection causing traffic to be stopped on Gladesville Rd every AM. 

● Move the intersection line/lights back up Ryde Rd so there is no temptation for cars to 

queue across the intersection stopping traffic from Gladesville Rd and creating congestion 

and safety issues. 

● Parking on Ryde road, should be timed to make sure people do not take up the spots all day, 

if you go for a walk early enough you see people park and catch the bus. You find the same 

thing happens on Matthew St and short Street. A combination of timed and all-day parking is 

needed so patients can access the services at the medical centre. The parking situation has 

been unusually busy recently due to the medical centre vaccinating 100+ people per day. 

● We don't need more car spots. (Especially if trees &amp; buildings are to be removed). 

There is already an abundance of car spots in the area. 

All of Gladesville Rd (heaps of free parks near St Josephs) 

Figtree park on Ryde Rd 

Free parking under HH Hotel 

So many"" on ""both ends"" of Joubert St 

Under IGA - 34 spaces 

Behind LiPari Pizza 

Behind Celebrations 
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All along Howard Place 

● Walking from above is under 5mins. (It will do you good). Preserve our green space and 

heritage." 

● Make this a one way street turning left off of Ryde road onto Short street. To turn right or 

left onto Ryde road you use Mathew street. Residents already know to do this but it should 

be signed to prevent confusion/accidents. 

● This intersection needs a serious review, given its proximity to Ryde Road and the traffic 

which comes from 4 directions. 

● I am a long term resident of Bonnefin Rd and very well acquainted with this delightful Park 

However, I am disgusted and shocked at the idea of spending over $ 4 mil on an upgrade. 

It is totally unnecessary and an appalling use of money. 

Certainly, the Park could do with some up grading BUT not at this cost. 

In addition, I have concerns as listed here 

 There is very little PARKING available for extra visitors who do not live nearby 

Coffee shops and other business have become very busy 

The H H medical practice has lots of patients and their parking is at a premium 

Nearby Boronia park has plans for a huge up grade and already has an excellent children’s 

area 

 Please consider my carefully thought out opinion. I am really alarmed. 

Car parking (a multi-level car park below ground, similar to under Via Napoli).  

Chin-up bars, and public exercise equipment similar to that recently installed at Boronia 

Park. 

● These smaller open space areas can become more utilised for the local community with 

some investment. Fenced area for off lead dogs. Remove the double access from Short 

Street/Matthew St. It makes the intersection confusing and hard to traverse as a pedestrian. 

● Noting that there is no parking at all available during the day, so investing in this park to 

draw more people to the area will need a parking solution. 

● Living in Ryde Rd, I am concerned about parking in the surrounding streets if retail facilities 

etc increased. Matthew St, Figtree Rd, Ryde Rd already full of people who park their cars and 

commute. Also, Ryde Rd traffic is already bad. It will become worse if not properly addresses 

particularly on weekdays 

● Make an area for us old guys to play bocce. Together with a coffee place set right in the 

middle of the park. Parking of course will be a huge problem. Perhaps a 50 car under park 

car park would help solve parking 

● "Mostly for people who are in walking distance. 

● More parking is essential for those of us who use the Community Centre/would like to stop 

for a coffee, food/visit The Yarn or even use the park! 

● Perhaps the suggestion of updating the Community Centre/Croquet Club could include 

underground parking, community facilities and YES, a library. 

● There were plans years ago to redevelop the Council owned premises along Gladesville 

Road, perhaps this proposal could be looked at again." 

● The old cottages which council own and use as community facilities are clearly unfit for 

purpose and in a shocking state of disrepair. Council should be planning to replace them 

with purpose designed modern buildings with appropriate parking underneath.   

● Without doubt the most pressing issue for this precinct is off street parking.  One only has to 

look at what Lane Cove Council has done with their old car park to create a thriving Village 

Green and dynamic community hub. 
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● place fencing around the park on Ryde Road so balls don't enter the road, also dogs.  Also, a 

CAFE opening on the park would be good.  Parking along Ryde road makes lots of 

congestion, can this be fixed somehow? It is a great park that is not used to its full potential.  

As a local for ten years I didn't know the croquet club or the community centre existed.  A 

footpath would be good for the elderly, parents with prams to walk around safely. Thanks 

for asking 

● Maybe make Matthew Street parking one side of the road only, on the residential side curb 

so the two-way traffic can flow safely 

● Matthew St to have parking on residential curb side only to make two-way traffic safer 

● It would be nice to see Council address the library and parking issues by either upgrading the 

facilities on this side of the park - make and underground car park with significant parking to 

further pedestrianize Gladesville Road and Ryde Road and create a library on this land with 

greatly improved and expanded Community facilities which make use of the upgraded park, 

while making it more accessible. A cafe in a new community hub, facing the park could 

promote use too! 

● Could do 45degree parking to provide more car parking, similar to Boronia Park shops. 

● Consider making parking on one side of Matthew Street - which would help people continue 

to drive and access the park, cafes and businesses 

● "There is chronic congestion here, as ppl park, double park, park in no Stopping areas, and 

do 3 point turns across unbroken lines.  

● In a.m. peak hours, it is difficult to turn Right from here into Ryde road, as quite commonly 

the intersection is blocked by cars heading towards the overpass. Needs some traffic and 

parking management!  

● I'm putting it out there: Would this section function better/be safer as a pedestrian plaza? 

● Can the council please roll out some proper cycle facilities in lieu of more parking?  Hunters 

Hill is small and has good ridge roads, which would make for excellent cycling with some safe 

segregated facilities. 

● Please create a pedestrian connection from Gladesville road to Fig Tree park. May be some 

casual parking spots to help the local businesses and community services building visitors. 

● Keeping in mind all future options for this area. 

● You don't want to do things twice! 

● Traffic flow through Matthew St is problematic at the best of times. It’s quite narrow and 

often used as a rat-run between Ryde Rd and Gladesville Rd. Consider changing to be a one-

way street only. 

● access to medical centre car park desperately needs some kind of traffic review, even 

entering Ryde road at such a sharp angle to travel north, is dangerous, also turning right, 

travelling south, into short street, against busy morning oncoming traffic is a hazard 

● Traffic flow through Matthew St is problematic at the best of times. It’s quite narrow and 

often used as a rat-run between Ryde Rd and Gladesville Rd. Consider changing to be a one-

way street only (and similarly maybe Luke St too?) 

● Something needs to be done to address the parking issues on short street as the residents 

struggle to find parking upon returning home due to the medical centre. I have had to park 

my car in the medical centre car park on multiple occasions and many of those times I have 

had notes left on my car from the medical centre telling me not to park there (it appears 

that the medical centre customers/staff prefer to park on the street as opposed to the car 

park that’s intended for them) 

● Surrounded by traffic. Dated and unloved space. 
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● Noise of Ryde Rd traffic 

● Surrounded by roads 

● at the moment, it is far too exposed to the traffic on two sides 

● Traffic noise dominates the space so it’s not very inviting at present. Needs landscaping 
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Appendix 6: Boronia Park Public School Submissions 
 
Students in years 5 and 6 of Boronia Park Public School have been learning the foundation of 

democracy and the hierarchy of governmental responsibilities. In response to this opportunity, some 

students participated in a workshop. Others were assigned a task to visit the site and reimagine 

Figtree Park. These submissions are considered separate to the overall findings shared in the report. 

 

 

Abigail B yr 5 

  Writing 

● A dog park 

● A yoga area 

●   playground equipment for younger kids 

● Playground equipment for older kids 

● Fitness equipment 

● Benches 

● Tennis courts 

● Shelters 

● Bathroom 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program: Responses from Community   

46 
 

This park has many things it has things for people of all ages. It even has a place for 

animals. I  think that a park with 2 playground equipment, a yoga area, a fitness area, a 

dog park, a tennis court and a few other great features is amazing. If you’re not a fan 

of that type of stuff there is  a large field next to the tennis court that anyone can 

have fun on! 
 

This park is full of fun things to do with friends and family and even by yourself! This 

park is incredible. If you don’t love this park then I don’t know what’s wrong with you 

but you would be crazy!!! This park has two playgrounds, one of the playgrounds is 

probably something that most kids younger than 6 would like. The other playground I 

would say is likely to be more enjoyable for kids that are 7 and up.   
 

This park also has a tennis court. If anyone is a fan of tennis, then you got a court to 

play on every noun again.  You can play with whoever you want and if you want tennis 

lessons then just go to this park's tennis court. The tennis court is open to all ages, 

anyone can play. 
 

This park has a dog park so if you come to play tennis or do anything else, you can bring 

your dog and let him/her in the dog park to play with other dogs, while you do whatever 

you want to do in this lovely park! 

 

Claudia F yr 5 

 
WRITING- FIG TREE PARK 
 

 
1. What makes an amazing park: 
● Park benches 
● Picnic tables 
● No disturbing native greenery and berries. 
● ( After covid ) People coming together and planting flowers, bushes and trees. 
● Rubbish bins 
● Recycling bins 
● Fenced-in dog off leash area 
● Doggy poop bags 
● Swing set 
● Wheelchair swing 
● Water stations 
● Fresh fruit gardens 
● Exercise equipment 
● Restrooms 
● White wall for public art 

 
We drove to Fig Tree park and looked around for a bit. 
1. My picture of the park is attached 
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1. All good parks need something for everyone who visits. That may be super fit 
exercise fanatics or someone who enjoys a stroll in the park. I tried to include something for 
everyone.  
The picnic tables and benches are there so you can sit and enjoy the scenery or eat lunch. 
The park has a strict no picking leaves or berries off o trees to help preserve the greenery in 
the park. There are bins scattered everywhere so we can keep our park clean. 
People ( after covid ) can come on a saturday or sunday to plant some flowers, trees and 
even help grow the fruit garden. It’s a great activity for people of all ages.  
Because you can't just get a bunch of electricity ( especially enough to power a treadmill) in 
a park, I decided to make it a solar paneled one. There are two pull-up bars and a trampoline 
as well. The ground is lined with a soft flooring to insure the safety of all visitors. 
The park is for everyone, including dogs, so I didn’t want our furry friends missing out. The 
dog park is surrounded with fences so the dogs can’t escape. It is cut in half so big dogs go 
on one side and little dogs go on the other. I wouldn’t want anyone getting hurt. 
There is a giant white concrete wall in the park for people, who have the council's 
permission, to draw gorgeous art. Each evening the wall will be covered by a glass casing 
that is locked so no one can ruin our gorgeous art. 
I want kids to have fun here too so there are two swings in the corner. A regular swing and a 
wheelchair swing. 
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Isaac G yr 5 

 
My design for Figtree Park includes the following features: 
 

 

●  Trees: Used for fresh air, shade and for kids to climb on  
●  Playground equipment: Used for kids to have fun on and play with their 

friends. 
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●  Exercise equipment: Used for adults to work out and improve their strength 
and fitness. 

●  Basketball court: Used for kids and adults to enjoy playing basketball with 
their friends or by themselves. 

●  Toilets: Essential in any public location. 
●  Seats and BBQ area: Used for friends to catch up with each other. Also 

cooking facilities on site. 
●  Pond with goldfish in it and bridge: For kids to stand on the bridge and have a 

good view of the fish. 
●  Bike,scooter and walking track: Used for kids and adults to run or ride around 

the park. 
●  Water play area: For kids to cool down and play in. 

 
 
Ineke J yr 5 

● A playground 
● Exercise equipment 
● An oval 
● Tables and benches 
● Bubblers 
● A toilet block with a mural 
● Public gardens 
● Bike tracks 
● Nearby café 
● BBQs 
● Water fountains and features 
● Hire bikes 
● Free parking 
● Off-leash dog area 
● Accessible poo bags (for the dogs not the people) 
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Declan K yr 5 
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HUNTER LY yr 5 
 

 
Adeline D yr 5 

I don’t really see anything that needs to be changed or added. Maybe the bench 

could be painted and decorated to make the area just that little bit better. 

Otherwise, Figtree park looks amazing as it is! From the lovely fig trees to the 
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picnic spaces to the beautiful plants!I don’t have anything to add. I’m sorry. I 

would do something and write but this topic is really hard because removing 

areas and spaces to add things like climbing frames I just feel is unnecessary, 

wasteful, and getting rid of lovely picnic space and plants. If you would like I’d 

be happy to write a persuasive letter to the council not to add anything, but it is 

a bit different to a proposal. Anything so I can still do writing while being able 

to express my own opinion. I’m sorry if I’m being a pain to do this.  
 

Sincerely, 

Adeline 

 

 
 
Catalina N yr5 

Writing Proposal  
 

When I look into the video and start watching I see a lot of positive things like 

there was a lot of free space and I really liked that.  
 

The park should have some chairs and with most of them I think they should 

have some tables so people can eat there for lunch or breakfast. 

They have some flowers in their park but I think they should add more for all 

the bees to pollinate because that's what's good for the environment. 
 

In the video I don't see any equipment and I know that a lot of kids love to play 

around, so I think that there should be a side for playing, And when I say side I 

mean maybe they could have one side for play equipment and another for running 

around in the sun. There should also be a tent over the equipment so if it rains 

it won't be wet and if it is too sunny that all the play equipment won’t be too 

hot. 
 

I saw a lot of trees and I think that's really good for birds and other animals 

but maybe give them shelter and some food too. So maybe make the birds a 

shelter and give them some food. But other than the birds maybe help other 

animals out. 
 

So that’s why I think that they should add more into the park. 
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Jackson O yr5 

 
 
Summer P yr5 

Park ideas  
 

1) Aa dog park, I think there should be a dog so the kids can have fun so can the 
dogs. 
 

2) Ffood/drink stalls, i think this would be great because if you forgot to bring food 
you can get food or drink if you're hungry or thirsty.  
 

3) Ooutdoor gyms. There are a lot of these in the world and I just think it's the best 
idea in the world. 
 

4) Rrace track, if schools need to have carnivals they can use it and also if you are 
going on a run you can use it as well. 
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5) Ffree sport stuff, i think a lot of people would like this so then i don't need to bring 
your own and maybe even lose your sports stuff. 
 

6) Kkids club, a kids club would be great because they would have a great park to 
use and what if the mums or dads wanted alone time at the park the kids club would 
be great.  
 

7) Pplayground for the younger kids, this would be great for the younger kids 
because they will have more fun if no one older than them is playing there because 
they might get a bit scared. 
 

8) Pplayground for older kids, that would be good for the older kids because they 
want to play older games not play “baby games: . 
 

9) Ssand pit, this will be great to play in. I mean who doesn't like to make a sand 
castle?   
 
Sahara P yr5 
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Olivia P yr5 
Writing 

 

Dear Hunters Hill Council 
I would like to make a proposal for the new park. To make this park a better park I 

would put in an area for adults, children and babies/ toddlers. 
 

When they walk into the park they will see three sections in front of them. Next to 
them will be toilets.  

 

In the children's part of the park I would put: a big slide, two sets of swings, 
trampolines attached to the floor, monkey bars, a climbing wall and rope and a tyre 
swing. I would also put different sections for different games. The childrens part will 
have a concrete area but will be mostly grass. There will be a patch of grass to play 
soccer in and a patch of grass for kids to run around in. The concrete area will be for 
kids who want to ride their scooters or bikes. They will also have seats to sit down on 

if they get tired. There will also be a bubbler if they get thirsty. 
 

The babies/toddler section will also have swings but with baby seats. They will have 
a trampoline but one that is less bouncy, and a slide that is a lot smaller. This will all 
be covered with grass. This section will be fenced off so they don’t run away. There 

will be an area for adults to sit and watch if they don’t want to go to the adult section.  
 

The adult section will have seats on concrete and will have  grass for adult games. 
Those games that can be played will be: shot put, a game of adult soccer and much 

more. 
 

I hope that this will be put into action.  
Thank you 
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Arlo V D yr5 

 
 
Christina V yr5 

 Benches - I have included the benches because I think that everyone 

would need to have a sit or lie down. 

Dog park - I have included the Dog park because often people take their 

dogs to the park and I think that it’s important for them to have an area 

to play. 

Grass - I have included the Grass because we can’t have concrete on the 

floor in a park. We need a natural surface for us to sit on. 

Play Equipment - I have included the Play Equipment because the kids 

need somewhere to play and hang out. 
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Nature - I have included Nature because we need to go somewhere where 

there are not a lot of man-made things. Also what is a park without 

nature? 

Bush Walk - I have included the Bush Walk because you can’t have a park 

without a little bit of Adventure. 

Animals - I have included Animals because you need them because they 

are Nature and really the park belongs to them. 

People - You can’t have fun alone. 

Cafe - I have included the cafe because it’s a way to eat and make jobs 

and coffee catch ups. 

Water - I have included water because I think that you need to hear the 

relaxing sound of water gushing down stream. 
 

Audrie W yr5 

Park ideas; 

A playground, i've been too figtree park, no playground. 

Maybe a little pond.                A statue 

A little more space.                 Tables 

A footy field.                          BBQ 

A basketball/Netball court. 

Toilets 

 

 

Playground-Good entertainment for children, also gives parents a break. Pond- 

would be nice for decoration and local wildlife. Space-Figtree Park has always 

been small, more space means more people. Footy field-This way footy clubs can 

use the area and people can practice footy skills. Basketball/Netball courts-This 

way even more clubs can go here for basketball and netball, and people can use 

the courts to practice. Toilets-If there’s People there has to be toilets. Statue-

A statue would be nice for decoration and as a way to make figtree park a little 

more memorable. Tables-This way people can enjoy sitting and eating at picnics, 

also good for birthday parties. 

BBQ-A way to cook food at the park for said picnics 

 

Amelia M yr5 

Figtree Park Project 2021 

 

 
● Playground 

● Man made creek 

● Undercover picnic tables 

● Toilets  
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● Japanese garden-with japanese cherry blossom,traditional 

japanese plants and a small red bridge for relaxation 

● Temporary food truck 

 
I believe that we can make figtree park a family friendly 

environment, 
We can have a playground for the children  
To play in, while the adults can relax on the undercover 

picnic tables or even in the japanese garden. 
And if it's a boiling hot day and you need something to cool 

you down you can go in the man made creek! And Don't worry 

about the food if you're hungry, get some food from the food 

truck. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth A yr5 

 
I would like to see a fun playground where kids can play safely, the first thing I 

would do is: 

● Make a fence around the park to keep little kids from running away.  

● Bike or scooter park around the edge of the playground so if the kids 

don’t want to play on the playground they can still scooter or bike. 

● Sorry if you are a dog lover but I would say no dog in the playground 

because they can suddenly go and bite people and that could be 

dangerous. As much as I love dogs we have to have a safe playground. 
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● I would also like a slide, monkey bars, flying fox, climbing wall, benches, 

water play for summer, trampolines in the ground so you can  walk onto 

them, tennis courts (we don’t have many in the area) and bubblers. 

 

Riley A yr5 

Brainstorming ideas for Figtree Park 

 

Skatepark 

 

playground 

 

Benches that are cleaned every 5 days or so 

 

Bins, recycling bins 

 

Toilets 

 

Bush walking track 

 

Outdoor bike track 

 

footpath 

 

Soccer goal or afl goal 
 

Flying fox 

 

Outdoor gym 

 

Tennis courts 

 

Basketball court 
Treehouse ( In a stable tree ) 
 

Cubbyhouse 

 

Ice cream trucks 

 

Rowing station 

 

A picnic field 

 

A water fountain/ pool 
 

Caffe  
 

Cricket nets 
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Yoga mats for yoga 

 

Volleyball net 
 

Frisbees in a cart 
 

Sand pit 
 

Bungee jumping (Like that one at Macquarie were you jump around) 

 
 
Tyler C yr5 
Figtree Park Ideas 

 

 

● Toilets that get cleaned weekly 
● Good toilet paper in the public bathrooms 
● A dirt path to an area of the park for ice cream and hot dog trucks to come through  
● Some Australian history around the park 
● A big statue in the middle of the park of the original owner of Figtree Park ( The 

person on the $5 note) 
● A dirt track or skate park 
● A teenager free skate park or dirt track 
● A no tech area 
● A pond or lake in the middle of the park with a cobblestone bridge across  
● A weekly fruit and other market on Saturdays 
● A rock climbing area with safety harnesses and those falling mats you land on or a 

net  
● A Figtree in the middle of the park 
● A 2-7 playground and a 8-15 playground  
● Obstacle course 

 

I think good toilet paper  and janitors in the public bathrooms will be a good thing 
because all the public toilets i’ve been to have horrible toilet paper and are 
disgusting. 

 

A dirt track for ice cream and hot dogs will be good because that will make kids want 
to come here. 

 

In the middle of the park it would be nice to have a Figtree because it’s Figtree Park , 
A statue of the person on the $5 note or even a little lake with a cobblestone bridge. 

 

Some history around the park will be nice for kids to learn something. 
A dirt track or skate park will be good and a teen free zone incase its gets infested 
with them. 
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A no tech area is for parents amd teens to get off their phones and just watch their 
kids or relax. 

 

When i went to Canberra my mum took me to this park and weekly a little market 
comes and sells things to the people and there were a lot of people. 

 

A rock climbing wall or obstacle course are very good for kids to get active. 
 

Whats a park without a playground and age restrictions for the play equipment. 
] 

 

Angus D yr5 
Part 1 writing  
 
Ideas for the park: 

● Fences for little kids for they don’t run away  
● Playground with equpment  
● Seats for the adults  
● A massive closed of field that older kids inbetween 10 and 15 can use as a field  
● AFL goals  
● Soccer goals  
● Netball court 
● Fenced off area for dogs 

 

Part 2 
 
I have designed some great improvements for Figtree Park. In my design I have thought 
about spaces and equipment for all ages of people and their dogs. 
 
For kids my age, I have included a massive field. The reason I've done this is so people can 
run on the field. This space will help us stay healthy by being able to run and play, 
 
In the sports areas there is a netball court, AFL goals and soccer goals.This is so clubs can 
use it for training and games and anyone can use them for fun. 
 
I have built a playground for the little kids to play in and have fun. There is a fence around it 
to keep the kids away from the road and safe. I have also planned seats next to the 
playground to let the parents watch. 
 
There is a closed off area for the dogs, I did this so that owners don’t have to worry about 
their dogs when they are watching their kids. The dogs will be able to have fun at the same 
time as their family. 
 
These are the reasons I think we should have a park with these things. 
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Jackson G yr5 

 

What I would like to see in the park would be space for everyone to play. things for 
all creatures dogs birds bees butterflies and for us. 

My ideas for the park would be a small fenced area for dogs to play and roam.  I 
would want there to be a playground for all the kids and another one for little kids.  

Another idea also would be a rope but with a net at the bottom if you fall you land on 
the net instead of hitting the ground. 

 

Included a swing because it's a really fun feature of a playground and a rope to climb 
because it is a really fun challenge to try to climb up. 

 

Included a slide a small one for the little kids and a big one for the older kids 
because it is really fun to go  down a swirly slide. 

 I have included a dog park because it means people will come more often with their 
pets because it's a place where they can take the dogs for a walk but also play in the 
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playground where you can also have a sit down in the shade and that's also why I 
included the sail above the picnic tables.  

I included a tunnel on little kids equipment because when you're little you love to 
explore and crawl around through little tunnels and entrances. 

I chose this garden because it will attract a lot of bees, butterflies and native birds. I 
chose Aboriginal artwork on the side of the toilet block because it makes it look a lot 
nicer and it is a traditional art style. 

 

Tahlia H yr5 

 

Writing- Proposal 
I love going to parks to play at, but I want that park to be interesting and unique! So 
here are some of my ideas to make Figtree Park a fun place for all ages to play and 
hang out at. 
 

I know that in Summer it can get really hot, but kids still want to go out to play, so I 
was thinking we could add in a little water fountain area that allows everyone to go 
and splash around in the water. As my second idea, I started to think about what 
every kid looks forward to in a park. And what better to add in than play equipment? 
The play equipment I’m talking about includes: A set of monkey bars that are high 
enough off the ground for most kid- teens to play on, a rock climbing wall, a few 
slides and much more! We don’t just want this park to be for kids wanting to play on 
equipment, we also want it to be a relaxing space for everyone to enjoy their peace 
and quiet, so I think that it would be great to have one of those bench chair swings. It 
is relaxing enough to sit down on a seat and read your favourite book, but if you get 
bored of just sitting on a normal bench seat, then we should have lots of swinging 
bench chairs! 
 

There is one more thing that I wanted to talk about. I think that if everyone loves 
animals so much,and we probably can’t bring real animals into Figtree Park, then I 
think we should create a stall to sell animal toys at the park ad then with the money 
that is collected, it should all be donated to pet shelters or any place that is really 
needing a few spare dollars. 
 

I know that lots of people might be writing down that they want to have a lake full of 
chocolate milk, but if that’s not possible, then I think that my ideas might suit the 
theme of the park pretty well. 
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Georgi M yr5 
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Tamara P yr5 
 

 
 
I think that the Hunters Hill Council should put a sign of acknowledgement of the country, 
because we need to respect the land's first owners. Adding onto this we should also carv in 
aboriginal and indigenous symbols to educate children about the land owners. Adding a 
water feature is a no brainer because kids love that sort of entertainment. Maybe they don’t 
have a pool at their house or don’t want to go to a public pool, so why not come to the park. 
What is a better place to have a party than a park, there are so many things you can do and 
pastel coloured benches and picnic tables are going to make kids enjoy their time more! 
Nobody wants to have a dirty park full of litter, everyone likes a clean and fresh park so we 
should add a little bin section where you put your litter in the bin and not on the soft, green 
grass. There is no doubt that every park needs a toilet. I mean it’s a natural thing so why not 
build toilets for when you need to go, but most parks do have toilets but they’re really dirty, 
so with the large amount of money I’m sure that the council can afford clean and sanitised 
toilets. 100% that very good park has an open space for a variety of sports so why not a big 
open space full of it. When I was little, I dreamt of a cubby house that is only made out of 
wood and other natural materials. With that parks should have a full space just for a kid play 
area with slides, a sand pit and even a vibrant rock climbing wall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hamish P-O yr5 
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Writing 

Ideas: 
Artificial grass 

Community sports center 
Take out the trees 

 

Plan  
On paper 
 

Explanation 

 

I would like to see more room for sports and I would like to see a lot of artificial 
grass. The reason is because Gladesville reserve did not get clearance to get 
artificial grass. 
 

I think we should have a community sports center like els hall and west epping park. 
I think it should be somewhere people can go to play sports and hang out with 
friends. 
 

I think it should have good lighting so we could use it into the night. I think it should 
have big pole lighting with four poles located at each corner of the ground 

 

That is my proposal of Figtree park i hope you choose my design
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Oscar W yr5 
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Vivian W yr5 

Writing 

PDF for the drawing 

What I’d like to see at a park is fun and a welcoming space so families and 

friends can enjoy themselves. A nice green place would also be nice so it’s not all 

cramped with play equipment. A park that would welcome me is a colourfilled 

park. Music is also a thing I enjoy so if there is also windchimes, drums and so 

on, it would be really fun.     
 
 
Jesse W yr5 
Writing - Proposal: Figtree Park Plan 

 

Task 1: 
 

I think an amazing park would include: 
● a playground 
● a flying fox 
● a giant spiral slide 
● a sandpit 
● a fenced off-leash dog area 
● lots of grass for picnics and for children and dogs to play and run  around on 
● lots of trees to climb and for shade 
● a duck pond so you can feed the ducks 
● an ice-cream van 
● a cafe 
● tables and chairs under umbrellas 
● benches 
● toilets 
● a mini carpark 
●  
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Abby B yr5 
 

● Swings 
● Green area  
● Soccer field 
● Slides 
● Cafe? 
● Pool? (probably too expensive)  
● Climbing course 
● Under cover seating area (with tables). 
● Toilet blocks 
● Exercise equipment. (like the one at Boronia Park oval) 
● Since there is going to be at least one path maybe decorate it with aboriginal 

paintings painted by the traditional owners of that land? I love this idea! 20/9 Mrs 
Griffiths 

●  

Task: 2. I will take a picture of it and upload it! 
 

Task: 3. The reason I added a bunch of fig trees in the park is because I thought if it is called 
fig tree park I thought that we should add a couple of fig trees. I also added a big fence so 
that no kids escape  while playing on the equipment which contains a trampoline, slide, 
spider web (to climb on), swings (for little and big kids, and all of that is on top of a big sand 
pit.  I also added a toilet block because when I used to go to the park for a long time I used 
to have to go to the bathroom when I was there for a while. I also put a soccer field on that 
big blank space so it’s not as boring! Now over there I added a cafe and an undercover 
seating area. The cafe which is already there moved over to this new building and that old 
building turned into a toilet block. On all of the paths there is aboriginal paintings that are 
painted by the traditional owners of the land. And finally I added some exercise equipment 
that is like the one at the Boronia park Oval. 

 
 
 
Ben C yr5 

1. A fort 
2. A big climbable tree 
3. Fences all around it so dogs can come in. 
4. A baby area 
5. A swing set (more than one if possible) 

Design 
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Aza K yr5 

1. The park will need a playground, one for the older kids and one for the 
younger, with a large slide and a wobbly bridge for each. 

2. It will need to add a multipurpose court and a football court (AFL, Cricket , 
Rugby , and Soccer) for Sunday games or training. 

3. A water park or a cafe. 
 

Sophie M yr5 

What I think makes a good park is lots of colourful artworks and flowers and lots of 
pretty trees. I also like parks with lots of green space and also equipment and 
swings 

I especially like parks with swings.  
 
Brainstorming list: 
Wooden swings that people can sit on 

Lots of play equipment for all ages 

Sand pits 

Cafe and community garden section 

Medium sized grass space 

Food trucks that come in the afternoons at 3:45 pm 

Clubs 

Bike and scooter hire  
Skateboard bowl 
Car park for drive in movies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program: Responses from Community   

73 
 

Ty N yr5 

Ideas: 
● Lots of greenery 
● Nice pathways 
● Playground for kids like my brother and sister. For example:  

●  
● Nice green fields 
● Soccer posts 
● Fenced of area for dogs 
● Nice seats  
● Toilets  

 

Summary 
 
In my plans I have added everything so everyone can do something. I haven’t counted the 
croquet club and other things in my design because I don’t count them as part of the park. I 
have added the  toilets so if someone needed to go they could, I added a playground for all 
the little kids like my brother and sister. 
 
I have kept most of the trees but added a path through the middle for nature seeing and 
more chairs. I feel we don’t need more cafes because we already have tones all around. I 
have added a dog area so they can go leash free and I have kept the field so everyone can 
play sports on it.  
That is my idea of an awesome figtree park. 
 

Maddison P yr5 

Figtree Park Ideas 

● A picnic area with seating so for the people that don’t have a 

picnic rug can sit on the table and an area for the people 

that do have a picnic rug can sit on the ground with their 

picnic rug.  

● A playground.  

● Dog park. 

● Accessible for the eldery in the neighborhood & for the 

people living with a disability. 
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Max V yr5 

1.One thing that makes an amazing park is having and playing on the equipment. 
2.As well as everyone feeling included so they can feel free. 
3.Another thing is diversity, no one wants to go to all the same parks they want to 
see a nice park that is unique like nothing else. 
4.Also Multiple places for all ages so everyone can have their own space. 
Absolutely! Brilliant responses here, Max. 
 

Couldn't draw one so wrote about one 

 

Firstly I think the footpaths that are made around the park should have bushes all 
around them. Then possibly little plots so food vans can come and sell. As well as a 
special place for dogs and special places for all different ages. 
 

Secondly there could be a basketball court with some BMX tracks as well. Then 
there could be a holder full of slips of paper that have a treasure hunt on them and 
they have to find all the hidden statues around the park. 
And possibly little houses up in the trees where people can see the birds. 
 

Thirdly, there should be a colourful sign at the entrance of the park painted by the 
BPPS students. The outside of the toilets and possibly the footpaths can have 
aboriginal art all over them and also a few public trampolines that people could 
bounce on. 

 

Charlie W yr5 

Figtree park ideas 

 

 
● Aboriganal art around the park 
● Pretty flowers  
● Bird bath 
● Play area  for big kids and little kids  
● Water fountains  
● Once a month movie nights 
● Nice tables 
● Picnic area 
● Basketball and netball courts  
● A place for dogs to play  

 
These are some of my ideas that i would love for you to add into the park 
I also think that all the kids would like to see the aboriganal art and they would like the pretty 
flowers 
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Appendix 7: In the Media  
 

 
Article from the Sunday Telegraph 29 August 2021 
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Article on the Hunters Hill Trust Website 21 July 2021. 
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Article on the Hunters Hill Trust Website 19 August 2021. 
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Article in the Village Observer July 2021 
 


