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COMMENCEMENT 

The meeting opened at 2.45pm. 
 

PRESENT  

Clr Jim Sanderson Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 
Clr Ross Williams Chair, Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 
Sally Gaunt Tarban Creek Action Group 
Heather Armstrong Friends of Buffalo Creek Reserve 
Bob Hayes Friends of Boronia Park 
Liz Hinton Friends of Kellys Bush 
John Anshau Friends of Gladesville Reserve and Betts Park 
Bev Debrincat Tarban Creek Bridge and Bedlam Bay  
Brigid Dowsett Tarban Creek Action Group and Ferdinand St Reserve 
Alexandra Venturanza Lapa Macquarie University Masters student 
Harrison McCormick Macquarie University Masters student 
Nicolas Agudelo Zabala Macquarie University Masters student 
Tehmoor Abbasi Macquarie University Masters student 
Susan Butler Hunters Hill Council 
Annie Goodman Hunters Hill Council 
Michael Scarpellino Hunters Hill Council 
Jacqui Vollmer Hunters Hill Council 
 
  

APOLOGIES  

Jenny Craige  Collingwood Street Reserve 
John Harper  Riverglade Bushcare 
Vince Cusumano  Community representative 
Neil Strickland   Acting Director Service Delivery and Special Projects 
  
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Chair called for Declarations of Interest without response.  
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of Bushland Management Advisory Committee of previous Meeting 
held on 24/08/2020 be adopted, moved by Heather Armstrong, seconded by Jim 
Sanderson. 

  
 

BUSINESS ARISING 

2.1 BUSINESS ARISING 

 There was an enquiry regarding the wildlife bridge proposed across Pittwater Road 
linking Buffalo Creek Reserve and Field of Mars. Jacqui has contacted NSW Roads 
and Maritime and will follow up on this proposal. 
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REPORTS 

3.1 BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY 

  Alexandra Venturanza Lapa reported that there are two parts to this project 
i.e. biodiversity mapping and community engagement. 

 The weed mapping, site assessments, and some writing has been 
completed. 

 Alexandra/Jacqui will circulate weed maps, and flora and fauna database for 
review by the Committee as the students had some queries regarding the 
Bionet data e.g. presence of long-necked turtles. 

 Once data is verified, students will be using a network connectivity tool to 
determine connectivity between bushland areas and recommendations.  

 The aim is to maximise social and ecological outcomes. 

 With regard to community engagement, the students have only received a 
low respond (20s) to the biodiversity survey to date. They have requested 
the People and Places Survey data if available by 1 October. 

 The significance of Kellys Bush as the site of the world’s first green ban and 
its upcoming 50th anniversary was noted. 

 
3.2 GENERIC PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 

  Susan Buller outlined that there will be specific Plans of Management for 
Gladesville Reserve and Figtree Park and the other reserves where Council 
is Crown Land Manager will be included in a Generic Plan of Management. 

 Consultants are currently mapping the categorisation of each reserve.  

 It was noted that there is an opportunity to include tree canopy, expand 
bushland edges and connections between bushland areas. The Biodiversity 
Strategy and Generic Plan of Management need to talk to each other. 

 The bushland in Upper Tarban Creek Reserve has noted as missing from 
Susan Butlers list. Susan explained that this reserve, Tarban Creek Reserve 
and Betts Park are different parts of Crown Lands i.e. devolved and no PoM 
was required. These reserves may be covered by a policy document.  

 The Generic Plan of Management will have broad actions for managing 
bushland/parkland and could be broadly applied to other reserves that are 
not covered in this Plan.  

 It was noted that previous PoMs actions have not been delivered. 

 Susan explained that updating the LEP was separate to the current Crown 
Land PoM process. The Generic PoM will map “natural areas  - bushland” . 
The LEP maps “E2 – Environmental Conservation”. Jacqui will provide a 
map of the current reserves mapped as E2. The LEP update will allow 
Council to redraw zone boundaries. It was suggested that Finlays Paddock 
should be change from RE1 to E2. 

 Susan is particularly looking at areas with regeneration potential rather than 
revegetation although it was noted that bushland area could be expanded 
where land is not used/mowed. 

 It was noted that under the Local Government Act, Council has an obligation 
to enhance bushland. 

 Susan discussed the generic roles of bushland, that a natural areas 
specialist was part of the consultancy team and asked what specific areas 
the Committee wanted to provide input on before 28 October, which is when 
the consultant will report back to the internal Committee for the project. 

 It was suggested that Susan send dot points to the Committee and the 
Committee than provide feedback to Susan. Also the next face to face 
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meeting have a mapping exercise and include values, issues and ground 
truthing. It was indicated that it is important to receive feedback from the 
Committee now before the PoM is finalised. 

 Susan indicated that the draft PoM is excepted early December which will 
then go to Crown Lands for approval to be placed on public exhibition. 

 It was suggested that there needs to be objectives for each parcel, quality, 
value, and outcomes. The Generic PoM should fit in with the Biodiversity 
Strategy framework and objectives determined before the Biodiversity 
Strategy is finalised. 

 
3.3 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

  Annie Goodman outlined that the Community Infrastructure Plan (CIP) is 
currently on public exhibition until 2 November.  

 It incorporates 30 existing Council documents and involved extensive 
community consultation over many years.  

 It focuses on three specific areas: Hunters Hill Town Hall, Figtree Park and 
the Henley Precinct including the Henley Bowling Club, community garden 
and bushland surrounds. It looks at opportunities and constraints for Council 
considering its uses. 

 The vision of the Town Hall is for a cultural hub and potentially residential 
use for the Council depot. 

 The vision for Figtree Park is community services i.e. build new community 
services, new library and Council administration centre. 

 The vision for Henley includes evolution over a longer period of time, utilising 
the site more and community garden expanded. 

 It’s a 10 year evolving document and aims for a sustainable i.e. economic, 
social and environmental outcomes. The CIP will be circulated to the 
Committee. 

 With regard to Gladesville Reserve, the PoM will outline how the reserve will 
be used and the CIP will outline how certain parts of the reserve will be used. 

 Annie confirmed that green spaces will remain in Figtree Park. The aim is for 
a better connection including an expanded food garden. 

 There are plans for a Sustainability Hub. 

 It was suggested that a “subpod” concept be implemented. 

 There is currently a Sustainability Working Party that may become a longer 
term Committee. 

 Annie noted that the CIP is light on sustainability and would appreciate any 
feedback. 

  

OTHER BUSINESS 

4.1 OTHER BUSINESS 

 There was no other business 

  
    
 
The meeting closed at 4.10 pm.  
 
 
  


