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COMMENCEMENT 

The meeting opened at 2.30pm. 
 

PRESENT  

Clr Jim Sanderson Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 
John Harper Riverglade Bushcare 
Liz Hinton Friends of Kellys Bush 
Jenny Craige Collingwood Street Reserve  
Brigid Dowsett Tarban Creek Action Group and Ferdinand St Reserve 
Bob Hayes Friends of Boronia Park 
Michael Scarpellino Manager Projects and Services, Hunter’s Hill Council 
Mohamad Badarani Manager Assets and Design, Hunter’s Hill Council 
Susan Johnston Bushcare Coordinator, Hunter’s Hill Council 
Jacqui Vollmer Bushland Management Officer, Hunter’s Hill Council 

 
  

APOLOGIES  

Clr Ross Williams   Chair and Councillor Hunter’s Hill Council 
Sally Gaunt   Tarban Creek Action Group 
Heather Armstrong Friends of Buffalo Creek Reserve 
John Anshau  Friends of Gladesville Reserve and Betts Park 
Bev Debrincat  Bedlam Bay and Tarban Creek Bridge 
Vince Cusumano  Community representative 
  
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Chairperson called for Declarations of Interest without response.  
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of Bushland Management Advisory Committee of the previous 
Meeting held on 11/11/2020 be adopted, moved by Jenny Craige, seconded Liz 
Hinton 

  
 

BUSINESS ARISING 

2.1 BUSINESS ARISING 

 Arising from the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy:  

 Councillor Sanderson referred to the draft Community Infrastructure Plan 
proposal to sell remnant land with exceptions such as current or 
foreseeable future use, view corridors or access to water. 

 It was suggested that biodiversity and value to biodiversity corridors 
should be added to the list of exceptions and remnant lands within the 
corridors could be planted. It is critical to keep public open space and sell 
for public benefit only.  

 There is an opportunity for plantings including future canopy trees and 
native species that contribute to biodiversity corridors on remnant land 
and these lands must remain in Council ownership. 

 Encroachments to Kellys Bush from both a property in Nelson 
Parade and another in Alfred Street were reported – there is a 
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need to delineate reserve boundaries. 
 The Environment Management Plan was discussed to incorporate both 

the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy and Sustainability Action Plan, 

although Councillor Sanderson urged caution with this proposal, 
seeing the Sustainability Action Plan as an ongoing work in progress. 

  

REPORTS 

3.1 TREE PLANTING GRANT 

  Mohamad Badarani reported on the street tree planting program under 
the Local Road and Community Infrastructure grant program. 

 Council allocated $167,000 for the street tree planting program. 
 There is a survey on Councils website where residents are encouraged to 

nominate to have a tree/planted on their nature strip which is open until 
31 March. It is proposed that planting will be undertaken between April 
and June 2021. 

 It was noted that the street tree planting list is not all native, questioning 
its consistency with the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy however it 
was agreed that the list is practical and can’t be too prescriptive.  

 It was suggested that the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy guide street 
tree selection particularly within possible corridors. 

 

3.2 SIGNIFICANT TREE REGISTER 

  Applications for nominations for the Significant Tree Register (STR) close 
Friday 26 February. 

 Councillor Sanderson reported that there is a precedent for nominating a 
group of trees. 

 Council commissioned a street tree audit last year which inspected 
5,000street trees in the Hunters Hill LGA and identified 84 trees which 
pose an unacceptable risk, which required works or removal (18 trees). 

 DAs required a tree report unless the tree is dead. 
 A listing on the STR involves protection of the tree, assessment of current 

condition, recommendations on works to be done and if assessed to be 
removed, a tree must be planted on the same spot. 

 It was noted that the previous Trees and Parks Committee nominated 
trees on a regular basis. Now the STR is reviewed every 3 years. 

 It was suggested the BMAC charter be broadened to include trees 
beyond natural areas in the Terms of Reference. 

 

3.3 GATHERING QUANTATIVE DATA ABOUT VEGETATION AND TREE CANOPY 

  Mohamad Badarani reported that Council is currently seeking quotes 
from companies including ArborCarbon to provide Council with a tree 
canopy survey and/or surface temperatures heat map.  

 The tree canopy survey or register would involve inspection of each 
street tree and would be available on Councils website. 

 The register will have a total number of trees, will inform future works 
programs and delivered by end of March. 

 The cost estimate for buying and planting a tree is $2,000. 
 This data will also be a valuable resource for biodiversity corridors. 
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 Councillor Sanderson reported that ArborCarbon had acquired imagery, 
data and reported on canopy cover and urban heat for various LGAs 
throughout Sydney over the past several years including Sydney, North 
Sydney, Inner West and Ku-ring-gai and he understood imagery had 
already been acquired for Hunter’s Hill, noting that expenditure on 
recourses like ArborCarbon’s measurement of tree canopy cover, tree 
condition monitoring and species mapping are likely have a short 
payback period given likely savings from reduced inspection time, 
survival of plantings as well as there being an improved long term 
outcome from strategic planting having trees ready to replace canopy 
trees nearing end of life. 

 The Committee supports the allocation of funds for this work and sees  
provision of data from tree surveys as an excellent resource for engaging 
the community. 

  

OTHER BUSINESS 

4.1 OTHER BUSINESS 

  It was reported that Church land in Crescent Street is overgrown with 
Balloon Vine and Madeira Vine. Jacqui will follow up with the Church’s 
Business Manager. 

 It was suggested that Councils newsletter features an article on weeds 
flourishing in the current wet weather and encourage residents to control 
weeds and take pride in their street. 

 It was reported that Friends of Boronia Park have a new strategy for their 
regular working bees targeting weed hotspots in good bush areas. They 
will advise Council on areas where contractors can be best used for 
primary and maintenance work. It was suggested that they have another 
working bee at Boronia Park where all bushcare volunteers are invited. 

 Current bushland grants include: 2 Crown Land Grants for Boronia Park 
and Riverglade Reserve; 1 DPIE Grant for sediment testing at the 
proposed new swim site at Bedlam Bay; and 1 Greening Our City Grant to 
plant 50 mature trees along the pathway and proposed playground at 
Riverglade Reserve. Proposed grants include: NSW Environmental Trust 
Grant with Habitat Network to implement priority actions in the 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy; and Kellys Bush walking track 
upgrade. 

  
    

The next meeting will be held Monday 26 April at 2.30pm 
 
 
The meeting closed at 3.50pm.  
 
 
  


