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BORONIA PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT
Hunter's Hill Council considered the Boronia Park POM over the course of Council meeting 4477 held on 27 and 30 April 2020. The
Council subsequently resolved to adopt the Boronia Park Plan of Management.
This plan will guide Council in the management, use and enhancement of Boronia Park for both the current and future community. It
has been adopted following 14 months of community consultation.
Boronia Park offers a rare combination of natural bushland areas, managed parkland settings, developed sports fields and facilities
not found anywhere else in the Hunters Hill local government area. The Park covers approximately 24 hectares between Boronia
Avenue, Ryde Road, Park Road, High Street and the Lane Cove River. It is the largest area of open space in Hunters Hill.
This very popular park protects a sizeable area of environmentally significant bushland as well as offering a range of leisure,
recreation and sporting facilities, assets and settings that cater for both casual and independent enjoyment and organised sporting
uses.
The full Plan of Management can be accessed on Council’s website: Boronia Park Plan of Management 2020

WHAT ARE THE OUTCOMES OF THE HEADLINE ISSUES

Community/Sports facility
The proposed sport/community facility is for the benefit and use
of the wider community, for district sports clubs, nearby schools
and other community groups.
The location of the proposed sport/community facility will be
between Ovals 1 and 2, set back from Park Road. It will be located
near the other existing sports facilities, the netball courts and
Ovals 2 and 3, which currently lack access to accessible toilets,
change rooms and storage, and where it can be easily accessed by
the broader community.
The Plan of Management limits the footprint of the proposed
sport/community facility to a maximum of 450 square metres.
A detailed design process will determine the final location and
appearance of the building. A development application will then be
submitted by Council and determined by the Local Planning Panel.
This facility will be for the non-exclusive use by sporting clubs and
community groups. The conditions for the use of this facility will
be set by Council. No licences relating to gaming or liquor, other
than a Limited Licence (single or multi-function) liquor licence, will
be permitted.
Council acknowledges that some neighbours of Boronia Park have
concerns about the proposed sport/community facility, its
location, scale and size and its use. Community feedback during
the public consultation identified concerns about the size and
scale of the proposed facility, issues including parking, noise, and
the conditions of use. These matters will be addressed during the
development application process.

Funding and Delivery
Growing participation in active sports relies on having safe and
appropriate facilities, with suitable change rooms, toilets and
social areas that are user-friendly, well maintained and safe.
Participants are more diverse, as seen in the growth in female
participation in sports such as rugby, and so functional
amenities buildings based on inclusive design principles are
essential. At the same time, recreation participation trends are
changing and so Council needs to be flexible in the facilities
that it provides and enable opportunities for a range of
activities, not just organised sport.
In August 2018, $1million was provided by the NSW Government
Stronger Communities fund and in April 2019, $500,000 was
provided by the Australian Government AusSport program to
Hunters Hill Rugby Union Club to support sports facilities at
Boronia Park.
The $1million provided under the NSW Government Stronger
Communities fund is to provide greater community amenity,
enabling people of all ages, gender and abilities greater
opportunity to participate, spectate and enjoy organised sport
at Boronia Park.
When planning for facilities at Boronia Park consideration will
be given to the heritage requirements with any works to the
existing grandstand and the staging of the new facility to
ensure that local schools and sporting clubs have continued
access to suitable facilities for their activities as works are
undertaken.
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Proposed BMX track
The proposed BMX/pump track in Finlay’s Paddock or at the north
end of Oval 3 has been deleted from the Landscape Concept Plan.
As the park lacks facilities and activities suitable for older children
and adolescents, if there is demonstrable demand for a BMX track in
the future, the Plan permits the creation and use of a BMX track at
the toe of the slope off Oval 2, south west of Princes Street and
Brickmakers Creek. This would be for the informal, unstructured use
of the BMX track, consistent with the land being categorised as a
park. The Landscape Concept Plan includes an indicative location in
this vicinity for this facility.

Proposed all abilities playground
The proposed all ages, all abilities playground has been
removed from the final plan, due to opposition to a third
playground in Boronia Park expressed during the public
exhibition period. Grant funding will be used for a new play
space at Riverglade Reserve.

Oval 3 proposals
Council may need to respond at some stage during the life of this
plan to an increased demand for night training. The Plan allows for
the future consideration of floodlights for night training on Oval 3,
subject to demonstrable demand and independent environmental
assessment of the impact of artificial light on the bushland and
native fauna, particularly threatened species.
Drainage works on Oval 3 were completed in February 2020 and
actions have been amended to reflect the works that have been
completed and ongoing maintenance requirements.

Outcome of the public hearing
The Report on the Public Hearing for the proposed recategorisation, prepared by Sandy Hoy, independent chair,
recommended that the proposed sport/community facility
location is categorised as General Community Use, rather
than as sportsground in the Plan of Management.
However, the sportsground category does not preclude a
community facility and so there is no need to change the
category now.
Only concept plans have been developed. Once detailed
design has been completed and a DA has been prepared,
the need for re-categorisation will be reassessed.
Depending on the final design and the balance of uses
between sports and the broader community (which will be
dependent on size and configuration), it may be preferable
to re-categorise the site as General Community Use. If
necessary, a public hearing on any proposed recategorisation would be held concurrently with the
community consultation phase of the DA.

Implementation Stage

Dog off leash exercise area on Oval 3
Oval 3 is now a designated off leash dog exercise area,
when the oval is not being used for approved sporting
activities (organised sports training and games) and
other approved activities (such as school hire and
special event hire).

Finlay’s Paddock
Finlay’s Paddock will continue to be used for low-key leisure and recreational activities and uses compatible with its
location encircled by bushland, including nearby Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest endangered ecological community
[EEC]. These activities can include revegetation around the edges of the Paddock, using local plant species. The high
degree of disturbance to the ground over many years has limited any opportunity for natural regeneration to occur.
Most of Finlay’s Paddock will be kept as mown grass.

Play spaces
The two existing playgrounds in Boronia Park at Ryde
Road and High Street will be maintained consistent
with the Hunters Hill Play Space Strategy 2020 - 2024.

Oval 3 drainage works
Drainage works on Oval 3 were completed in
February 2020. Excess ground water runoff from
Oval 2 and 3 is now being captured and diverted into
storage tanks and re-used for sportsground
irrigation. This will improve the ground conditions on
the playing fields and reduce excess runoff into the
nearby bushland.
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