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1.  GENERAL MANAGER 

1.1 COVID 19 Update on Citizenship Ceremonies 

On Friday 15 May 2020, the Department of Home Affairs (DoHA) sent an update 

(included below) on Citizenship Ceremonies after the advice on 7 April 2020 that all in-

person citizenship ceremonies and citizenship appointments were placed on hold.   

 

The DoHA themselves started a trial of online citizenship ceremonies and are keen to 

support our roll out of ceremonies online. 
 

In response to this we will be conducting online ceremonies more frequently, at this 

stage envisaged every 6-8 Weeks, with 5 – 10 citizenships per session. 

 

Set out below are the dates (though subject to demand): 

- Wed/Thurs 10-11 June 2020 (afternoon) 

- Wed/Thurs 22-23 July 2020 (afternoon) 

- Wed/Thurs 2-3 September 2020 (afternoon) 

- Wed/Thurs 14-15 October 2020 (afternoon) 

- Wed/Thursday 25-26 November 2020 (afternoon) 

 

These Ceremonies will take place on zoom 
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2.  CORPORATE SERVICES 

2.1 COVID-19 Relaxation of Councillor attendance at meetings 

On 19 May 2020 the Minister for Health and Medical Research, the Hon Brad Hazzard 

MP (the Minister), announced a relaxation of some restrictions on attendance by 

Councillors and others at Council and committee meetings during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

In consultation with the Mayor and in consideration of the key points extracted below, 

together with the size of the Hunters Hill Chamber and the public health order 

requirements, we will continue to conduct meetings remotely. 

 

A full copy of the circular is also attached for your ease of reference. 

 

An extract of the relaxed restrictions:  

 

“It is now permissible for councillors and council staff to leave their 

homes for the purposes of attending council and committee meetings 

and to attend meetings in person.  

 

Councils should continue to allow councillors and staff to attend and 

participate in council and committee meetings by audio visual links 

where it is reasonably practicable to do so.  

 

Members of the public are not permitted to attend meetings (other 

than for the purposes of work) if this means that the total number of 

people attending meetings (including councillors and staff) exceed 

10.  

 

Where councils exclude members of the public from meetings, they 

must livestream their meetings using audio-visual links to satisfy the 

requirement under section 10 of the Local Government Act 1993 for 

members of the public to be permitted to attend meetings.  

 

Councils must not allow persons to attend meetings if the size of the 

meeting venue is insufficient to ensure there is 4 square metres of 

space for each person attending the meeting.”  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. OLG Circular 20-17 Councillor attendance at meetings ⇩   
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3.  SERVICE DELIVERY & SPECIAL PROJECTS 

3.1 Alexandra Street Works 

Works on the drainage at Alexandra Street commenced this week.  

 

The scope of works includes: 

 

 Cleaning of the sandstone kerb and reinstatement to new design levels in the 

same location; 

 Construction of a new concrete gutter and restoration of the road; 

 Upgrading the existing stormwater pit with new lintel; 

 Reconstruction of a section of the footpath; 

 Driveway corrections, where needed, to meet the new design level.  

 

Works are due to be completed within 3 weeks.  
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3.2 Sediment Management Project - Tarban Creek 

This item provides an update on the DPIE estuary grant project involves sediment and 

weed removal to enhance coastal saltmarsh (EEC) and mangroves in Tarban Creek.  

 

Sediment and weeds are exposed and generally above the tidal inundation levels.  A 

10 year UTS study indicated that the health of the coastal saltmarsh and mangrove 

communities are deteriorating rapidly and complete loss of saltmarsh will occur if no 

remediation works are undertaken. 

 

Sediment and weed removal works focus on re-instating the natural substrate as far as 

practical to allow for optimum tidal regimes for the coastal saltmarsh and mangroves 

using a range of best practice methods outlined in the Review of Environmental 

Factors. For example in the photos below, the weed biomass is being gradually 

removed and a water gerni is being used to remove sediment covering sensitive 

mangrove pneumtatophores without damaging them. It is also likely that crab and fish 

populations will benefit from increased tidal inundation and saltmarsh expansion. 

 

This project has been identified as a high priority action in the Parramatta River Estuary 

Coastal Zone Management Plan (2013) and is due to be completed in May 2021. 
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3.3 Turf Laying at Boronia Park 

Following the preparation of the soil at Boronia Park Oval 2, turf has now been laid in 

front of the grandstand.  

 

The oval will be ready for use by sports clubs in approximately four weeks, once the turf 

has taken.  
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3.4 Heath Avenue - Drainage Improvement Works 

Drainage improvement works on Heath Avenue, which began on the 11 May, are 

progressing well.   

 

 The scope of works for the project includes: 

 Upgrading two stormwater pits on Wandella Avenue; 

 Reconstruction of the footpath on Heath Avenue; 

 Installation of a new kerb and gutter with restoration of the road on Heath 

Avenue; 

 Installation of a new stormwater pit on Heath Avenue.  

 

The works are anticipated to be completed next week, with only turfing and a defect 

inspection left to be done.  
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3.5 Henley Community Centre 

Hunter’s Hill Council has commenced works at Henley Community Centre, Crown St 

Henley. 

 

The scope of works will include the installation of Fire Hydrants, as well as structural 

rectification works due to spalling to the balcony section of Henley Community centre. 
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3.6 Pulpit Point Sea Wall 

Phase one of works at Pulpit Point Sea Wall have been completed this week.  

 

The scope of works included: 

 Realignment of sandstone blocks in the wall; 

 Removal of the roots from a Phoenix Palm which was lifting the sea wall; 

 Installation of a new root barrier.  
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4.  DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATORY SERVICES 

4.1 COVID-19 Legislation Amendment (Emergency Measures—Miscellaneous) 

Act 2020 was passed by Parliament on 13 May 2020 and commenced on 14 

May 2020. 

The COVID-19 Legislation Amendment (Emergency Measures—Miscellaneous) Act 2020 was 

passed by Parliament on 13 May 2020 and commenced on 14 May 2020. 

(https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/acts/2020-5.pdf) 

The key changes include: 

 Lapsing periods for development consents and deferred commencement consents 

have been extended to ensure approved projects can start once economic conditions 

have improved.  

 Consents granted before 25 March 2020 will be extended by 2 years and all consents 

granted since 25 March 2020 will have a lapsing period of 5 years (which cannot be 

varied during the pandemic period). 

 Property owners relying on existing and continuing use rights who are forced to stop using 

their property during the pandemic will now have 3 years to resume, instead of 1 year 

 Appeal periods for merit appeals to the courts have been doubled to provide more 

flexibility for applicants and the community. 

 Investigation officers are now able to conduct interviews for compliance investigations 

using phone or video link to allow for social distancing. 

 Head of power to allow the Minister to issue new types of directions to councils about the 

pooling of local infrastructure contributions and the timing of payment. The intent of 

these changes is to give councils more flexibility in how they manage contributions with 

the view to bringing forward job-creating local development and more flexibility to the 

development sector, which is experiencing cashflow issues during this time. Further 

consultation with councils on the timing of payment issue will occur before any direction 

is made.  

A change has also been made to the Subordinate Legislation Act 1989 to extend the operation 

of the current Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 until 1 March 2022 to 

allow for further consultation after the pandemic has passed. 

The Department’s website has been updated with FAQs on these changes.  

Changes to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 

(https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2020-206.pdf) have also been notified to clarify 

that certain minor works do not satisfy the requirement for physical commencement. This applies 

to development consents issued from 15 May 2020. There are also FAQs published on the 

Department’s website in relation to this change. 

 

 

  

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/acts/2020-5.pdf
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/acts/2020-5.pdf
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2000/557/whole
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/COVID19-response/Legislation-changes-to-support-businesses-and-landowners
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2020-206.pdf
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2020-206.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/COVID19-response/Changes-to-clarify-the-meaning-of-physically-commenced-works
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5.  COMMUNITY SERVICES & IPR 

5.1 Virtual Pet Show 

On Saturday 16 May, Hunter’s Hill Council and Gladesville Vet Hospital held a live Zoom 

session to announce the winners of the Virtual Pet Show.  
The competition was judged by the Mayor, Clr Mark Bennett, 

Max Zuber from Gladesville Vet Hospital and one of our 

Rangers. The live Zoom was hosted by the Place and Projects 

team. 

 
Virtual Pet Show Live Rundown: 
Welcome to Hunter's Hill Council's first ever Virtual Pet Show. 
Thanks to everyone who sent us videos and photos of their pets. 

We thoroughly enjoyed looking at them. 

 
We have two special guest judges joining us today, Max from 

Gladesville Vets and John, one of our Rangers. Welcome 

gentlemen. 

 
Today we are awarding prizes in three categories (as we had 

enough cats to give them their own prize). 

 
First up is Best Look-a-like. Max & John would you like to 

comment on our finalists Harvey and Boo? 

 
And the winner is Harvey 

 
We are also making special mention of Stevie and Beckett who are Highly 

Commended in this category.  

 
Next we have Best Trick. Lots of fabulous entries for this category, but the finalists are 

Bluey and Bailey. Max & John would you like to comment on our finalists Bluey and 

Bailey? 

 
And the winner is Bailey. 

 
And finally we have Best Cat. Our finalists in this category were Charcole and Batman. 

Max & John would you like to comment on our finalists Charcole and Batman? 

 
And the winner is Batman. 

 
Congratulations to our winners and runners up. 
 

 

We will be in contact to organise your prizes. All runners up will receive a certificate. 
Thanks once again to everyone who entered, to our partners at Gladesville Vet Hospital 

and the Staff of Hunters Hill Council. 
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Winners and Runners Up List 
Best look-a-like: 
Winner: Harvey and his brother 
Runner up: Boo and Hannah 
Highly Commended: Stevie and Beckett 
  

Best Trick: 
Winner: Bailey 
Runner up: Bluey 
  

  

  

Watch Bailey’s tricks with owner Zoe here: 

https://www.instagram.com/p/B_4jQY_D9pX/?utm

_source=ig_web_copy_link 
 

 

 

Best Cat: 
Winner: Batman 
Runner Up: Charcole 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
Batman with prizes and owners. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/B_4jQY_D9pX/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_4jQY_D9pX/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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5.2 Driveway Project - Portraits 

Donna Carrol began taking the Driveway Project portraits on Saturday 16 May for the 

winners of the Celebrate Mums competition. 10 portraits were taken of Mother’s and 

families on their doorstep, driveway or front garden. 

 
Donna said of the shoot “What a fabulous morning it was meeting so many lovely local 

families. Definitely the highlight of my week. I can’t wait to share the photos with the 

families. Thank you Hunters Hill Council for bringing me on board for such a special 

project”. 

  
Framed portraits will be provided to Mothers in the coming weeks. 
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5.3 Virtual Bingo 

At lunchtime on Tuesday 19 May we hosted our first ever Virtual Bingo Game 

celebrating The Streets of Hunter’s Hill. 

  
Participants played 8 games in the session. The winner of each game received a 

$10 local restaurant or cafe voucher. One participant remarked via the chat “I can 

feel the tension building”. 

  
Sample call list from one of the games: 
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Game cards: 

 
  
A fun time was had by all and we look forward to running another session sometime 

soon. 

  

The Terms and Conditions for the Virtual Bingo are available to read at: 

http://www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/chill 

 

 
5.4 WOW Day 

 “Wear Orange Wednesday” celebrates emergency workers during Volunteer Week. 

Our team dressed in orange for our daily Zoom meeting.  

 

 
  

http://www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/chill
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The Mayor paid tribute to the legends of Hunters Hill SES in a video posted to Instagram 

and Facebook. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CAZekjxAyuN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link 

 
 

  

5.5 Spotify Playlists 

Spotify Playlists 
Continuing our quest to provide an ongoing 

soundtrack to life in Hunters Hill; the People, 

Place and Projects team have compiled 

another locally themed Spotify playlist.  

  

Celebrate Wednesday by whistling along to 

the Woolwich One Hit Wonders Playlist. Enjoy 

these specially curated tunes as you wander 

through Woolwich.  
This playlist is collaborative. 

  

All Hunter’s Hill Council playlists can be 

found at www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/chill 

  
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/7JXVlUulBw

knAQIe6JLa85?si=6QWDyeKPSmW9Q59Mfxv

kpQ 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

https://www.instagram.com/p/CAZekjxAyuN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/chill
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/7JXVlUulBwknAQIe6JLa85?si=6QWDyeKPSmW9Q59MfxvkpQ
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/7JXVlUulBwknAQIe6JLa85?si=6QWDyeKPSmW9Q59MfxvkpQ
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/7JXVlUulBwknAQIe6JLa85?si=6QWDyeKPSmW9Q59MfxvkpQ
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5.6 Bike Plan and Social Pinpoint 

 
  
As part of the development of the Hunters Hill Bike Plan a working party has bene 

formed with the first meeting on Friday 22 May.  

 

As part of the Community Consultation, we have implemented an interactive online 

tool to collect and collate ideas and feedback on all things Bike Plan.  

 

It is now live at https://huntershill.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/bike-plan and will be 

updated and expanded accordingly. 

  

Users will be able to drop markers on to the map to make suggestions, upload 

photos, comment, participate in surveys and contribute information to the FAQs. 

  

Information on the current Cycle Paths in Hunters Hill is available here: 

http://www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/home/lifestyle/get-active/parks-and-

reserves/cycle-paths/ 

 

 

5.7 Kindness Calls 

Kindness Calls 
Our Kindness Calls to our residents is continuing.  

 

Even though some restrictions have eased, it is still important to connect with the 

community to make sure that everyone has the support or contacts that they need.  

 
In a rapidly changing and challenging environment, our team has been striving to keep 

residents informed via our website, social media channels, newspaper ads, signage, 

letterbox drops and e-newsletters.  

 

The Kindness Calls have given us another way to engage residents and to find out how 

they would like to receive relevant information.  

 
Many recipients of calls have mentioned seeing e-newsletters, signs or posts on social 

media. Others have since subscribed to emails or engaged with the growing Facebook 

https://huntershill.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/bike-plan
http://www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/home/lifestyle/get-active/parks-and-reserves/cycle-paths/
http://www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/home/lifestyle/get-active/parks-and-reserves/cycle-paths/
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and Instagram communities. Others’ still have asked for information to pass onto their 

neighbours about contact details or specific areas of confusion around the restrictions. 

The response has been, and continues to be, overwhelmingly positive. 

 
The call list has been generated from several internal databases which sometimes do 

not distinguish between residents, owners, consultants and facilities users.  

 

On several occasions, staff have spoken to owners who are about to become residents.  

 

All have mentioned how impressed they were to receive a kindness call and that they 

were looking forward to moving into the area.  

  

 

  

5.8 Media and Comms 

Media and Communications 

Local Government COVID-19 submission 

Council was invited to make a submission outlining the great work it has delivered for 

the community in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Submission made to the Office of the Hon. Shelley Hancock MP earlier this month (May). 

We shared news of several initiatives we have undertaken to assist our community 

during this time as well as positive feedback in response from members of the 

community including: 

 $3000 Boost for Community Food Bank 

 Delivering hampers to those in need 

 COVID-19 support package 

 Hunter Chills, Skills & Connected + Kindness calls 

 Continuing essential works 

Acknowledgement from Minister’s office: 

Thank you for forwarding through the examples of the good work that your Council is 

delivering for your community. 

We look forward to spreading the word on all the fantastic work Councils are 

undertaking during this trying time. 

eNews 

Sent to our community subscribers on Thursday May 14, highlighting: 

  latest COVID-19 measures from Friday May 15 (Council following directives of the 

NSW Government) 

  Plus latest news and virtual events from Council 

Another eNews is scheduled for Friday May 20. 
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Facebook feedback 

We had some great responses to two posts about community initiatives:  
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TWT 

Council items featured in TWT May 13 and 20, 2020: 

 



Councillor Weekly Bulletin 22 May 2020 

 

 

Councillor Weekly Bulletin Page 26 
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Regular updates are posted to our website and social media channels. 

  

  

  

  

  

Should you require any further information regarding the above matters, please contact 

Council's Acting Manager Community Services Annie Goodman on 9879 9451 or by 

email goodmana@huntershill.nsw.gov.au 

 

  

mailto:goodmana@huntershill.nsw.gov.au
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6.  COUNCILLOR CALENDAR 

6.1 May - June 2020 Dates 

 

DATE PURPOSE TIME PLACE 

Monday 25 May  

 

Ordinary Council Meeting 

 
6.00pm ZOOM 

Wednesday 27 

May 

 

Development Control Unit 

 
11:00am ZOOM 

Wednesday 27 

May  

 

Hunters Hill Village Main Street 

Committee 

 

5.30 pm ZOOM 

Wednesday 27 

May  

 

Development Control Unit  ZOOM 

Monday June 8  PUBLIC HOLIDAY  ZOOM 

Tuesday June 9 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

 
6.00pm ZOOM 

Wednesday June 10 Development Control Unit  ZOOM 

Wednesday June 17 Conservation Advisory Panel 6.00pm ZOOM 

Thursday June 18 Hunters Hill Local Traffic Committee 11:00am ZOOM 

Thursday June 18 Local Planning Panel 4.00pm ZOOM 

Monday 22 June 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

 
6.00pm ZOOM 

Wednesday  June 24 Development Control Unit  ZOOM 

Wednesday June 24 
Audit Risk and Improvement 

committee 
1:30pm ZOOM 

Wednesday June 10 
Hunters Hill Property Advisory 

Committee 
6:00pm ZOOM 
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