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1.  GENERAL MANAGER 

1.1 The Village Observe - Suspended 

We received the following email this morning notifying that the village observer is suspending 
operations. 

 
Dearest Contributors and Friends of TVO, 
 
 I hope you are all well, safe and maintaining a good social distance! 
  
 I'm writing to let you know that we have decided to suspend TVO for the forseeable future.  
 
Our April edition was almost finished but because our advertisers had started to pull away and we 
could not guarantee distribution should we go into full lockdown, we decided to pull it last minute. 
Thank you for all your contributions. I'm sorry it couldn't be fulfilled. 
 
We are hoping TVO will return once the virus passes and the economy starts to pick up again. 
When that happens, we will be sure to get in touch. 
 
We are going to try and get our Facebook page up and running, and will post some previously-
published articles that might help pass the time while in isolation. You can log on here (it has 
literally just gone live): https://www.facebook.com/VillageObserver/ 
 
 Best wishes, 
 
Nicola 
Editor 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
 
1.2 Update from the Greater Sydney Commission 

The CEO of Greater Sydney Commission advised that the Premier announced on 24 March that 
after four and a half years of dedicated service, the Chief Commissioner, Ms Lucy Turnbull AO, 
is stepping down as Chief Commissioner of the Greater Sydney Commission.  
 
The Chief Commissioner, Lucy Turnbull’s last day will be 31 March 2020.  
 
She had foreshadowed this change to coincide with the conclusion of some key functions and 
actions for the Commission that she has been closely involved in, including the LSPS 
assurance process and the Collaboration Areas.  
 

The NSW Government and the Commission have advised that to ensure there is no interruption 
to the ongoing leadership of the organisation and its work, Mr Geoff Roberts, the Commission’s 
Deputy Chief Commissioner and Economic Commissioner, will move from these roles to 
become Chief Commissioner. 
 

This transition will occur on 1 April 2020. This appointment will assist in ensuring continuity of 
leadership of the Commission and its priorities.  
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 

https://www.facebook.com/VillageObserver/
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1.3 Pandemic Update 

Dear Councillors 
 
Over the past week we have experienced a time of unprecedented change as we work with 
NSW Health to respond to a rapidly evolving situation. 
 
Like other communities around the world, our community has been feeling the ripple effects of 
the coronavirus pandemic. It has been and is a very difficult time for many people and we 
understand there is a heightened level of anxiety for some. 
 
We are doing all we can to protect the wellbeing of our community and our staff. This is our 
highest priority. Our Leadership Team operational teams have been regularly coming together 
to discuss our response to COVID-19 and put the appropriate measures in place to help protect 
the wellbeing of our staff, customers and the community. 
 
We’re closely monitoring the latest advice from health authorities including the Chief Medical 
Officer, Australian Government Department of Health, NSW Health and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), and will act accordingly. 
 
As the situation evolves, we will continue to monitor advice from NSW Health. 
 
I would like to thank the Leadership Team and the broader team at Hunters Hill for their work, 
dedication and adaptability as the situation has changed by the day, if not the hour. 
 
As outlined in the daily updates, our priority has been and is the health and wellbeing of our 
staff and the continued delivery of services to our community. 
 
In some cases this has meant a change in the manner in which these services are delivered, 
however, at this stage there has been no disruption to our service though the manner in which 
they are accessed may have changed. 
 
With the change to the legislation on Wednesday enabling Council meetings to be held by 
teleconference, we are aiming to resume our Council meetings in line with our next scheduled 
meeting on 27 April. 
 
During this time I have appreciated the support from the Mayor and each of you. 
 
We will do all we can to continue to ensure minimal disruption over the coming weeks and 
provide support to those who need it. 
 
I will continue to provide updates as we receive new information.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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2.  CORPORATE SERVICES 

Nil  

3.  SERVICE DELIVERY & SPECIAL PROJECTS 

3.1 Commencement of Ferry Street, Hunters Hill Works 

Work has commenced by Council to undertake footpath renewal works on Ferry Street between 
Foss St to Toocooya Street.  
 
Works will include the removal of existing pavers and bedding with existing pavers to be 
reinstated and made safe for the community. 
 
Expected time for completion is approximately 2 weeks. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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3.2 Collingwood Street 

The addition of kerb and gutter works for the Collingwood St, Woolwich is nearing completion.  
 
The road restorations were designed to develop a smoother slope to improve accessibility for 
nearby properties and the Woolwich baths whilst also improving stormwater flow.  

 

  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report.  
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3.3 Concrete Pouring at Ady Street 

Works are still ongoing to complete works on the sandstone wall at Ady Street. Concrete for the 
wall will be poured tomorrow, after which the sandstone bricks can be replaced back into the 
wall. Webbing and boarding has been installed to secure the area while works are ongoing.  
 
The wall is situated on Council land, next to 17 Ady Street and the works have been partially 
funded by the resident, with the remainder of the costs covered by Council.  
 
Works on the wall have been delayed, due to the closure of the concrete factory which was 
supplying Council, however are now back on track and expected to be completed within the 
next 2 weeks.  
 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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3.4 Works Nearing Completion at Woolwich Baths 

Works at Woolwich Baths are nearing completion, with only pier encapsulation and fencing to 
be finished. The completed works include repointing of the sea wall, repainting of the pier posts 
and repairing netting that had been damaged.  
 
The works at the baths have also included pressure washing of the concrete path and amenities 
buildings. There have been a number of positive comments from the public regarding the 
maintenance works.  
 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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4.  DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATORY SERVICES 

4.1 Local Strategic Planning Statement - Greater Sydney Commission assurance 
achieved 

On Tuesday 24 March 2020, Council received a letter of notification from the Greater Sydney 
Commission that the Commission’s Local Strategic Planning Statement Assurance Panel 
considered our Council - endorsed draft LSPS at its meeting on Friday 20 March 2020 and 
supports the LSPS as being consistent with the Greater Sydney Region Plan and the North 
District Plan.  A copy of the letter is attached for Councillors information. 
 
Now that the Commission has finally provided assurance of the draft LSPS, it needs to be 
formally adopted by Council. A report on the matter will be prepared for Council’s next meeting 
on 27 April 2020.  
 
We are aware that the Commission and the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
(DPIE) require the assured draft LSPs to be adopted by 31 March 2020.  Unfortunately, the 
LSPS will not be adopted by that date, due to: 
 

 Council taking the decision to cancellation the Council Meeting of 23 March 2020, the 
last meeting of the month, due to the COVID19 pandemic, in response to emergency 
health measures undertaken by all levels of governments to control the spread of the 
virus and Council desire to protect citizens of the Municipality, family and friends and 
Council staff; 
 

 Delay by the Commission in assurance of the LSPS, also due to the COVI D19 
pandemic.   

 
Council staff have raised the unfortunate position that the assured LSPS would not be adopted 
by 31 March 2020 with the Commission, who in turn is liaising with DPIE and the Minister for 
Planning and Public Spaces.  The Commission advised on Thursday 26 March 2020 that: 
 

 they are continuing to liaise with DPIE on the matter, 

 there are other Greater Sydney councils, who also will not be able to adopt their LSPS’s 
by the 31 March 2020, and 

 notes Council’s intention to consider and adopt the LSPS at it next available meeting.  
 
Councillors will be advised on any update to the above, by the Commission and DPIE as we are 
informed.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Greater Sydney Commission - Letter of Support, LSPS assurance   
 
  
4.2 COVID19 Pandemic Response  - new SEPP for Supermarkets to recieve 

deliveries 24/7 

In response to the COVID19 pandemic, a new SEPP effective from Friday 20 March 2020, has 
been made by the NSW Government, being 
 

State Environmental Planning Policy Amendment (COVID-19 Response) 2020.  
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The new SEPP allows truck deliveries to supply shops and retailers with essential goods at all 
times (24 hours over seven days) to support communities. The new SEPP overrides any 
council’s rules that restrict some stores from restocking their shelves and operating loading 
docks outside of regular business hours.  
 
The new SEPP and its rules apply immediately and will be kept in place until the COVID19 crisis 
is over.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
 
 
4.3 COVID19 Pandemic Response - Ministerial Order for longer retail trading 

hours and increase in intensity of home business 

 

In response to the COVID19 pandemic, on Wednesday 25 March 2020, the Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment has advised that the Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces will soon issue an order, under recent amendments to the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, to allow: 
 

 Longer hours for retail trading (although not overriding the public health order relating to 
pubs, clubs and cafes etc), and  
 

 An increase in the intensity of home businesses. 
 
These Orders will override current development controls and development consent provisions 
for retail traders across the state for the duration of the crisis. 
 
At the time of writing this item, Council awaits the issuing of the Orders and further details on 
retail hours and home business intensity increases. 
 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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5.  COMMUNITY SERVICES & IPR 

Nil  

6.  COUNCILLOR CALENDAR 

6.1 Calendar March - April 

 

DATE PURPOSE TIME PLACE 

Thursday 19 March  
Hunters Hill Local Traffic Area 

Committee 
 Email 

Monday  23 March  Ordinary Council Meeting 7:30pm Postpone 

Wednesday  25 March  
Hunters Hill  

Main street Committee 
 Cancelled 

Monday 30 March Special Councillor Briefing 3:00pm Zoom 

Wednesday  8 April  Audit Risk and Improvement Committee 1:30pm Zoom 

Friday  10 April  Public Holiday -Good Friday   

Friday  10 April –  
Sunday  26 April 

NSW School Holidays   

Thursday  23 April  
ANZAC Commemorative  - Memorial 

Service 
  

Saturday  25 April  ANZAC Day  Cancelled 
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