
 
 

 

Councillor Weekly Bulletin  
24 April 2020   

 



Councillor Weekly Bulletin 24 April 2020 

 

 

Councillor Weekly Bulletin Page 2 

 

INDEX 
 

ITEM TITLE PAGE 

1.  GENERAL MANAGER 4 

1.1 Update from the General Manager 4 

2.  CORPORATE SERVICES 6 

Nil 

3.  SERVICE DELIVERY & SPECIAL PROJECTS 7 

3.1 Maintenance Works Carried Out at Clarkes Point Car Park 7 

3.2 Town Hall Upgrade + Refurbishment:  Update 9 

3.3 Works have commenced on Passy Avenue 10 

3.4 Sherwin Street Works Progressing Well 12 

3.5 Ausgrid Bushfire Reduction Works 14 

4.  DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATORY SERVICES 22 

Nil 

5.  COMMUNITY SERVICES & IPR 23 

5.1 Clarke Road Wharf work 23 

6.  COUNCILLOR CALENDAR 26 

Nil 

 
 



Councillor Weekly Bulletin 24 April 2020 

 

 

Councillor Weekly Bulletin Page 3 

 



Councillor Weekly Bulletin 24 April 2020 

 

 

Councillor Weekly Bulletin Page 4 

1.  GENERAL MANAGER 

1.1 Update from the General Manager 

Our focus continues to be supporting our staff and the community as we adapt to the COVID-19 
situation. 
 
A range of initiatives have been put in place to support our community.  This has included 
working closely with Sydney Community Services and St George Housing to support our 
residents living in social housing. 
 
Our Team have continued with our Kindness Calls, personally contacting over 1,200 of our local 
residents. 
 
We launched Hunters Chill …a series of programs to support our community to stay connected 
in a time of physical distancing.  This has also included the Hunters Chill sound track on Spotify 
 
We have also launched Hunters Hill Connect …an initiate to support our many valued local 
businesses. Further details of this program are contained in the Bulletin. 
 
Whilst our organisation, like many other, adapts to the new Business as Usual, we are 
assessing impacts on our organisation. 
 
In this time the Team have continued to also deliver on the projects committed to in our adopted 
2019/20 Operational Plan and budget.   
This includes: 
• Preparation for the new waste collection tender.  The current contract with URM is due to 

conclude at the end of this year.  A tender for a new waste collection contract is currently 
being prepared.  This tender will be in conjunction with Lane Cove Council through our 
shared waste officer role. 

• Work is continuing on the draft 20/21 Operating Plan and Budget which will be framed in the 
context of COVID-19 pandemic as well as our Community Strategic plan and long term 
financial plan.  A Councillor briefing has been scheduled for the week commencing 4 May, 
ahead of the draft budget being presented to Council for endorsement for exhibition. 

• Progressing our library and community program space in partnership with UNSW Circular 
Network and Lane Cove Council. 

 
At the end of next week the last rates instalment notice for 2019/20 will be issued in accordance 
with legislative requirements.  As part of this process we will be highlighting to any members of 
our community in need of financial assistance avenues available to them. The insert below will 
be include in the notice. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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2.  CORPORATE SERVICES 

Nil  
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3.  SERVICE DELIVERY & SPECIAL PROJECTS 

3.1 Maintenance Works Carried Out at Clarkes Point Car Park 

Maintenance works have been carried out this week on the car park at Clarkes Point. The works 
included: new line marking, to make spaces clearer for drivers; all verges in the car park were 
cleaned and weeded; and general maintenance was carried out to keep the area looking neat 
and tidy for residents and visitors to the area.  
 
Before Maintenance  
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After Maintenance 
 
 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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3.2 Town Hall Upgrade + Refurbishment:  Update 

The refurbishment works on the Town Hall are progressing well, with demolition for Stage 1A of 
the works now complete. The scope of works completed so far are listed below:  
 

 Demolition, floor strengthening, and structural 
steel beam installation is now complete for 
stage 1A. The hoarding was taken down on 
Friday 17/4, and the construction site 
expanded to include the new casual meeting 
room, which was previously the entrance. 
Demolition and floor strengthening works for 
this area is also completed 

 95% of flooring substrate is now installed 

 Plumbing rough-in is now complete for all 
three bathrooms 

 Electrical, data, fire and AV rough-in has 
commenced 

 Wall and ceiling framing to commence Friday 
24/4 

 Wall framing and wall rough-in to continue 
next week 

 Tiling screed 
due to begin Thursday 30/4, followed by waterproofing.  
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
3.3 Works have commenced on Passy Avenue 

Works commenced on Thursday 24 April on Passy Avenue, Hunters Hill. The scope of works 
involves renewing the kerb and gutters, and reinstating the road and driveways that will be 
affected by these works. It is anticipated that the works will be completed within three to four 
weeks, weather permitting.  
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this 
report. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
3.4 Sherwin Street Works 
Progressing Well 

Works on Sherwin Street, Henley, 
are progressing well, with the 
majority of kerb and gutter works 
nearing completion. It is 
anticipated that road restoration 
works will commence next week.  
 
The works will enhance road 
safety between William Street and 
Dick Street.  
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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3.5 Ausgrid Bushfire Reduction Works 

We have received the following advice from Ausgrid regarding bushfire reduction works: 
 

In preparation for the start of the 2020 bushfire season in September, Ausgrid is starting 
the important bushfire hazard inspection program this month. Below is some key 
information to share with your staff and customers as we commence both aerial and on-
ground inspections of the network. 
 
Ausgrid’s Bushfire Hazard Inspections of private poles set to commence 
 
Recent months have shown us how dangerous bushfires can be and Ausgrid is committed 
to ensuring we do as much as we can to prevent bushfires.   
 
In the past bushfire season alone, NSW lost 25 lives, more than 5.5 million hectares of 
land burnt (equivalent to 6.2% of the state) and 2,448 homes were destroyed. To help 
reduce the risk of bushfires starting, Ausgrid carries out inspections of the electricity 
network to ensure it’s in good shape and rectify any potential bushfire hazards before the 
bushfire season starts.  
 
As part of this program, Ausgrid’s ground crews and contractors will be inspecting 
>42,000 private privately-owned poles on properties that fall within ‘bushfire prone’ areas 
across the Hunter, Central Coast, Port Stephens, Newcastle, Lake Macquarie and 
Sydney. 
 
Property owners will soon receive letters informing them Ausgrid contractors plan to 
inspect their private mains, which includes privately-owned poles, pole-top fittings and 
overhead powerlines.  
 
The letter reminds property owners of their responsibilities to inspect, maintain and fix the 
poles, pole-top fittings and powerlines on their property. This responsibility also includes 
ensuring their trees, branches and other vegetation are kept a safe distance from these 
electrical assets.  
 
If Ausgrid identifies bushfire hazards on their property, we will issue a ‘defect notice’ that 
details what work is needed to rectify these hazards and the timeframe they need to act 
in. It is then their responsibility to arrange, and pay for, an appropriately qualified and 
licensed contractor to complete the work.  For more information visit Private Poles and 
Powerlines page for more information. 
 
Ausgrid’s Bushfire Hazard inspection of Ausgrid’s network 
 
As part of Ausgrid’s Bushfire Hazard inspection program, specialist crews will also be 
inspecting Ausgrid’s own network, including high-voltage powerlines.  
 
So, in coming weeks, residents across parts of Port Stephens, Newcastle, Lake 
Macquarie, Central Coast, Hunter and Sydney regions may notice low flying helicopters 
as these crews begin their annual aerial patrols. Detailed programming will be available 
later this month and will be provided to Councils. 
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Crews will be in the air between 7.30am and 5.30pm (weather permitting) inspecting 
Ausgrid’s network, so property owners may need to consider securing livestock during 
these patrols. 
 
The helicopters fly between 25 and 40 kilometres per hour and have been modified to 
allow for the quietest possible operation, but they may fly low at times, which can startle 
animals in rural areas.  
 
While the inspections will be predominately undertaken by helicopter, some inspections 
will be performed by a SUV mounted LiDAR unit.   Inspection details are being finalised 
however they are expected to start during April and go through till July. We will keep you 
up-to-date when final details are confirmed.  
 
Communication materials to support Council’s residents and communities 
 
To assist Council with any enquiries or questions from residents about these programs, 
we have attached some FAQ’s and customer call centre information to assist. Council can 
also refer residents to our Private Poles and Powerlines page on the Ausgrid website for 
more information or call the Ausgrid customer team on 13 65 65. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Ausgrid Brochure   
2. Ausgrid FAQ   
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4.  DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATORY SERVICES 

Nil  
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5.  COMMUNITY SERVICES & IPR 

5.1 Clarke Road Wharf work 

The NSW Government is upgrading Woolwich Wharf as part of the Transport Access Program. 

Work at Clarke Road Wharf will start on Monday 27 April, 2020, and take about four weeks to 
complete, weather permitting.  This work is being carried out before the temporary closure of 
Woolwich Wharf to ensure no interruption to ferry services. 

Work to improve Woolwich Wharf will start after the completion of work at Clarke Road Wharf 
and will take about five months to complete.  The NSW Government project team advises that it 
will notify the community before starting this work. 

For more information, go to the project website: 

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/woolwich-wharf/index.html 

Also see information sheet below. 

The Wharf Upgrade project team has advised Council that notifications were being distributed 
locally on 23 April and posters installed at Clarkes Point and Woolwich Wharf. 

Information has also been posted on Council’s website and social media channels. 

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/woolwich-wharf/index.html
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report. 
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Should you require any further information regarding the above matters, please contact 
Council's Acting Manager Community Services Annie Goodman on 9879 9451 or by email 
goodmana@huntershill.nsw.gov.au 
 
  

mailto:goodmana@huntershill.nsw.gov.au
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6.  COUNCILLOR CALENDAR 

Nil  


