
1 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 

Bushland Management Advisory  
Date of Adoption: 

Effective Date: 



 

Contents 

Preamble .................................................................................................................................................. 1 

1 Name of the Committee................................................................................................................ 1 

2 Status and Commencement of the Committee ....................................................................... 1 

3 Objectives ........................................................................................................................................ 1 

4 Functions ........................................................................................................................................... 2 

5 Membership of the Committee .................................................................................................... 2 

6 Meeting Procedure ......................................................................................................................... 3 

7 MEETING SCHEDULE ......................................................................................................................... 3 

8 REPORTING RELATIONSHIP .............................................................................................................. 4 

 



Page 1  BMAC Terms of Reference 

Preamble 

Hunter’s Hill Council has an obligation to manage and protect its natural areas under 

legislation including the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) and in its implementation of the 

Hunters Hill Community Strategic Plan: Your Vision for Our Future 2018 – 2028 (CSP). 

The importance that our community places on the natural environment, open spaces and 

opportunities for local recreation are reflected in the CSP objectives, that:  

Our natural environment is protected, and enhanced for future generations; and 

Open spaces, parks, reserves and playgrounds are attractive places where people can find 

sanctuary amongst urban living. 

Hunter’s Hill Council values urban bushland within its municipal area as an important 

environmental and community resource and seeks to protect, conserve and restore it in 

close partnership with the community. 

To this end, Council wishes to ensure that bushland management in the Municipality is 

community based and that local knowledge and expertise is applied to the task of 

managing bushland for the long term benefit of the community. 

1 Name of the Committee 

The name of the committee is: The Bushland Management Advisory Committee (The 

Committee). 

2 Status and Commencement of the Committee 

The Committee is an Advisory Committee of Council constituted to achieve the objectives 

and perform the functions stated hereunder. 

The Committee commences on appointment of the first members of the Committee by 

resolution of Council. 

3 Objectives 

The objectives of the Committee are to: 

a) Assist Council in the formulation and implementation of bushland management 

strategies and initiatives; 

b) Use the expertise, experience and local knowledge of community bush care 

representatives to inform Council about best practice, bush health and priority areas 

/ species concerning bushland management and rehabilitation, making 

recommendations where appropriate;  

c) Advise Council on bush care priorities including assisting Council with grant 

applications and in achieving optimum effectiveness and value for money in 

meeting bushland management and natural areas obligations; and 

d) Promote the value of Hunter's Hill's bushland heritage and bush care to the local 

community and encourage volunteer involvement. 
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4 Functions 

The functions of the Committee are to: 

 Provide Advice and assistance to Council, where relevant, regarding bushland 

management strategies and actions in implementation of Council’s Plans of 

Management and CSP objectives; 

 Assist in the protection and restoration of local natural areas and in particular 

bushland; 

 Support the protection and enhancement of bushland to achieve ecological 

diversity, including local native flora and fauna and associated habitat as well as 

local Endangered Ecological Communities in the Municipality listed under the 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, namely: 

o Turpentine lronbark forest; 

o Coastal Saltmarsh (Lane Cove River foreshore); 

o Swamp Oak floodplain forest; and 

o Sydney freshwater wetlands; 

o Coordinate and facilitate hands-on bush care and regeneration by active 

volunteer bush care groups; 

 Identify hazards and/or risks impacting on bushland and other natural areas; 

 Assist in obtaining grants from Local Landcare Services and elsewhere; 

 Assist in dissemination of information in promoting the value of our bushland to the 

community;  

 Encourage active community involvement in bush care and volunteering including 

recruitment of local residents to active bush care groups, associated training, 

awareness and induction; and 

 Report on improvements to bushland areas, including hours of volunteer work 

provided, quantitative data on weed eradication, new plantings and their survival 

and wildlife numbers. 

5 Membership of the Committee 

5.1 The membership of the Committee shall consist of:  

 Council Members 

 Two Councillors appointed biannually by Council – One Councillor to be Chair;  

 One Council Officer appointed by the General Manager; 

 Community Members 

o Two members of the Hunter’s Hill community with appropriate and relevant 

qualifications appointed by Council from public nominations; and 

o One representative from each active Hunter’s Hill Bush Care Group.  

Appointment of members of the Committee by public nomination should follow Policy 

Guideline 3 of Council Policy No CORP.S.23 Committees Policy. 
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5.2 Term of Office 

The term of office for Community Members of the Committee will be from their appointment 

by Council (generally after each General Election of the Council) until the day before the 

date of the next General Election of the Council. 

5.3 Vacancies  

Council shall approve the filling of any vacancy occurring by resignation or removal of a 

member. Nominations and appointment to vacancies must be from the same representative 

body as the vacant position. 

5.4 Removing Members 

Council may at any time remove a member of the Committee but shall observe the 

principles of natural justice. 

5.5 Leave Absence 

Any member absent for three or more consecutive meetings without apology or leave of the 

Committee shall have their position declared vacant and clause 5.3 shall be invoked. 

6 Meeting Procedure 

6.1 Quorum 

The quorum for a meeting of the Committee is a majority of the members of the Committee 

who hold office at that time. 

6.2 Decisions of the Committee 

Decisions of the Committee are made, generally, on a consensus basis. However, at the 

discretion of the Chair, formal voting may be called. 

6.3 Agenda 

The Council Officer appointed to the Committee in consultation with the Chair has the 

responsibility for preparing and distributing the Agenda and Minutes. A copy of the Agenda 

shall be sent to the General Manager for distribution to Councillors. 

6.4 Minutes 

Minutes of meetings of the Committee shall be kept by the Council Officer appointed to the 

Committee. Draft minutes of all meetings of the Committee shall be distributed to members 

of the Committee for comment as soon as practicable after the meeting. 

7 MEETING SCHEDULE 

Meetings of the Committee shall be held at least quarterly. 

The Committee may conduct site visits as required. Notice of such visits should be given to 

the General Manager in advance. 
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8 REPORTING RELATIONSHIP 

The Council Officer appointed to the Committee shall, in consultation with the Chair, after 

each meeting of the Committee prepare a report to Council, which shall include the minutes 

of the meeting and any recommendations the Committee has made for consideration by 

Council.  

  

1) Legislative Considerations: 
 

Use and Management of Community Land 

The Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (the LG Act) Chapter 6 Part 2 Division 2 

deals with the use and management of community land.  

Sections 35 and 36 of the LG Act prescribe as follows: 

35  What governs the use and management of community land? 

Community land is required to be used and managed in accordance with 

the following: 

•  the plan of management applying to the land 

•  any law permitting the use of the land for a specified purpose or 

otherwise regulating the use of the land 

•  this Division. 

36  Preparation of draft plans of management for community land 

(1)  A council must prepare a draft plan of management for community 

land. 

(2)  A draft plan of management may apply to one or more areas of 

community land, except as provided by this Division. 

(3)  A plan of management for community land must identify the 

following: 

(a)  the category of the land, 

(b)  the objectives and performance targets of the plan with respect 

to the land, 

(c)  the means by which the council proposes to achieve the plan’s 

objectives and performance targets, 

(d)  the manner in which the council proposes to assess its 

performance with respect to the plan’s objectives and 

performance targets, and may require the prior approval of the 

council to the carrying out of any specified activity on the land. 

(3A)  A plan of management that applies to just one area of community 

land: 

(a)  must include a description of: 
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(i)  the condition of the land, and of any buildings or other 

improvements on the land, as at the date of adoption of 

the plan of management, and 

(ii)  the use of the land and any such buildings or 

improvements as at that date, and 

(b)  must: 

(i)  specify the purposes for which the land, and any such 

buildings or improvements, will be permitted to be used, 

and 

(ii)  specify the purposes for which any further development of 

the land will be permitted, whether under lease or licence 

or otherwise, and 

(iii)  describe the scale and intensity of any such permitted use 

or development. 

(4)  For the purposes of this section, land is to be categorised as one or 

more of the following: 

(a)  a natural area, 

(b)  a sportsground, 

(c)  a park, 

(d)  an area of cultural significance, 

(e)  general community use. 

(5)  Land that is categorised as a natural area is to be further categorised 

as one or more of the following: 

(a)  bushland, 

(b)  wetland, 

(c)  escarpment, 

(d)  watercourse, 

(e)  foreshore, 

(f)  a category prescribed by the regulations. 

(6)  The regulations may make provision for or with respect to the 

categorisation of community land under this section, including: 

(a)  defining any expression used in subsection (4) or (5), and 

(b)  prescribing guidelines for the categorisation of community land 

and the effect of any guidelines so prescribed. 

 

In addition to the LG Act requiring Plans of Management (PoMs) for Public Land 

vested in Council that is classified as Community Land, the Crown Land 
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Management Act 2016 (NSW) will require compliant PoMs for all Crown land 

that Councils manage as community land by 30 June 2021.1 

The LG Act also sets out core objectives for management of different 

categories community land, at ss 36E to 36N. Importantly, the relevant sections 

set out: 

36E  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

natural area 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

natural area are: 

(a)  to conserve biodiversity and maintain ecosystem function in respect 

of the land, or the feature or habitat in respect of which the land is 

categorised as a natural area, and 

(b)  to maintain the land, or that feature or habitat, in its natural state and 

setting, and 

(c)  to provide for the restoration and regeneration of the land, and 

(d)  to provide for community use of and access to the land in such a 

manner as will minimise and mitigate any disturbance caused by 

human intrusion, and 

(e)  to assist in and facilitate the implementation of any provisions 

restricting the use and management of the land that are set out in a 

recovery plan or threat abatement plan prepared under the 

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 or the Fisheries 

Management Act 1994. 

36F  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

sportsground 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

sportsground are: 

(a)  to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational pursuits in the 

community involving organised and informal sporting activities and 

games, and 

(b)  to ensure that such activities are managed having regard to any 

adverse impact on nearby residences. 

36G  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

park 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

park are: 

(a)  to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social 

and educational pastimes and activities, and 

(b)  to provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for the 

casual playing of games, and 
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(c)  to improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use 

to achieve the other core objectives for its management. 

… 

36I  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

general community use 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

general community use are to promote, encourage and provide for the 

use of the land, and to provide facilities on the land, to meet the current 

and future needs of the local community and of the wider public: 

(a)  in relation to public recreation and the physical, cultural, social and 

intellectual welfare or development of individual members of the 

public, and 

(b)  in relation to purposes for which a lease, licence or other estate may 

be granted in respect of the land (other than the provision of public 

utilities and works associated with or ancillary to public utilities). 

36J  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

bushland 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

bushland are: 

(a)  to ensure the ongoing ecological viability of the land by protecting 

the ecological biodiversity and habitat values of the land, the flora 

and fauna (including invertebrates, fungi and microorganisms) of the 

land and other ecological values of the land, and 

(b)  to protect the aesthetic, heritage, recreational, educational and 

scientific values of the land, and 

(c)  to promote the management of the land in a manner that protects 

and enhances the values and quality of the land and facilitates 

public enjoyment of the land, and to implement measures directed 

to minimising or mitigating any disturbance caused by human 

intrusion, and 

(d)  to restore degraded bushland, and 

(e)  to protect existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, 

watercourses and foreshores, and 

(f)  to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration that will 

enable the existing plant and animal communities to survive in the 

long term, and 

(g)  to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface. 

36K  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

wetland 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

wetland are: 

(a)  to protect the biodiversity and ecological values of wetlands, with 

particular reference to their hydrological environment (including 
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water quality and water flow), and to the flora, fauna and habitat 

values of the wetlands, and 

(b)  to restore and regenerate degraded wetlands, and 

(c)  to facilitate community education in relation to wetlands, and the 

community use of wetlands, without compromising the ecological 

values of wetlands. 

36L  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as an 

escarpment 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

an escarpment are: 

(a)  to protect any important geological, geomorphological or scenic 

features of the escarpment, and 

(b)  to facilitate safe community use and enjoyment of the escarpment. 

36M  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

watercourse 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a 

watercourse are: 

(a)  to manage watercourses so as to protect the biodiversity and 

ecological values of the instream environment, particularly in relation 

to water quality and water flows, and 

(b)  to manage watercourses so as to protect the riparian environment, 

particularly in relation to riparian vegetation and habitats and bank 

stability, and 

(c)  to restore degraded watercourses, and 

(d)  to promote community education, and community access to and 

use of the watercourse, without compromising the other core 

objectives of the category. 

36N  Core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

foreshore 

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as 

foreshore are: 

(a)  to maintain the foreshore as a transition area between the aquatic 

and the terrestrial environment, and to protect and enhance all 

functions associated with the foreshore’s role as a transition area, and 

(b)  to facilitate the ecologically sustainable use of the foreshore, and to 

mitigate impact on the foreshore by community use. 

 

 

1  See, eg, NSW Department of Industry / NSW Office of Local Government, Developing 

Plans of Management for Community Land Crown Reserves: Guidelines for Council 

Crown Land Managers (New South Wales, December 2018), 1 [1.2] 

<https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/Council%20Crown%20Land%20Manag

ers%20-%20Plans%20of%20Management%20Guidelines.pdf>. 


