
 

 

 

 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE BORONIA PARK CAG 

WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 4.30PM 

HUNTER’S HILL COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 

PRESENT 

 

Clr Ross Williams Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 

Clr Elizabeth Krassoi Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 

Clr Zac Miles  Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 

Alan Ginns  Gondwana Consulting 

Lisa Miscamble Hunter’s Hill Council, General Manager 

Heather Armstrong Bushland Management Working Group 

Brigid Dowsett Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna Society 

Phyllis Peterson Resident 

Peter McFarlane Hunters Hill Rugby Union Club 

Bec Ho  Gladesville Ravens Netball Club 

Alister Sharpe  Hunters Hill Trust 

Annie Goodman Hunter’s Hill Council, Acting Manager, Community Services 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Ben Woods  Ryde Hunters Hill Cricket Club 

Alex Lau  Boronia Park Public School 

 

1. Gondwana Presentation Overview 

Alan Ginns from Gondwana Consulting outlined the following (Alan’s presentation is 

attached to these minutes): 

 A high level analysis has been conducted and includes three options for 

each facility; playspace, community/sporting facility and dog off leash area. 

 Considerations included; organised sport, passive recreation, open space, 

existing patterns and infrastructure, which was not constrained by the 2015 

PoM.  

 A list of advantages and disadvantages were developed for each site option, 

which will be included in the Draft PoM as an appendix. 

Phyllis Peterson tabled images/information put together by residents. Phyllis 

reiterated resident concerns in regards to the playspace. Phyllis also talked about a 



survey that she had developed that had over 100 respondents. Phyllis accepted 

that this was a biased survey, but it was important to acknowledge the responses as 

real concerns. 

Councillor Miles noted that the two key projects from the existing PoM, being the 

playground and sports facility, were never completed. The sports facility would be 

subject to a development application (DA). 

Alan Ginns outlined that; physical requirements, operation and functionality matters, 

services, visibility and security were all considered in assessing the site options. The list 

of possibilities was culled to a more workable three options for each project. Factors 

such as size, parking (question as to why parking provision needed) pros and cons, 

service vehicle access were all factored in. 

2. SPORTING/COMMUNITY BUILDING SITING OPTIONS 

Alan outlined the location criteria for selection (see attached presentation) for a 

community/sporting facility. 

CAG Comments: 

Phyllis Peterson noted that noise will not be able to be blocked out, particularly as 

alcohol will be involved and that these two components should carry a lot of weight 

in determining if the project should proceed.  

Peter McFarlane outlined that there are seven senior home games a year. Parents of 

junior players would also like to use a community/sporting facility to watch children 

play sport. 

Lisa Miscamble reinforced that the grant money will be used to build a community 

and sporting facility for the whole community and a variety of groups. Things such as 

licensing, noise, etc can be managed. 

Councillor Miles added that Council has the ability to control the hours of operation 

and licensing through a development application (DA) process. 

Councillor Williams stated that functions are held at Weil Park, which borders a 

residential area. There are successful examples of similar models that are already in 

operation. 

Phyllis Peterson said that it is important to encourage communication. Councillor 

Williams agreed that there is a high level of distrust. Staff have done their best. 

However, there is a disconnect. Lisa Miscamble stated that if we can understand the 

concerns, we can move forward. It will also be important to talk about what types of 

things would be included, the uses, functionality, whether it would be one storey or 

two storey, one storey would take up a larger footprint and two storey would take 

up less of a footprint but would have additional height, so there would need to be 

consideration of how each option would sit sympathetically in the environment. 

There was discussion about the Rugby Club calling Boronia Park home for 127 years. 

Whilst the Rugby Club would be one of the beneficiaries of a community/sporting 

facility, it would be Hunter’s Hill Council who would submit the DA and be 

responsible for the licencing, etc. 



Siting options for an extension of the grandstand were discussed including the 

advantages and disadvantages. There were suggestions of attaching to the 

grandstand or build off the grandstand. The Playground on Ryde Road could be 

relocated if this site is a feasible option. 

3. Playspace 

Alan outlined the location criteria for selection (see attached presentation) for a 

playspace. 

CAG Comments: 

Councillor Krassoi stated that the budget for the playspace is approximately 

$500,000. If people look at other Touched by Olivia playspaces with much larger 

budgets they will understand that $500,000 is not going to provide for a large scale 

playspace. 

Lisa Miscamble stated that we can allay fears with the development of some 

concept plans and precedent images. 

Councillor Williams discussed that a lot of concern comes out of scale. The budget 

will ensure something modest. People imagine it to be bigger than it can ever 

possibly be. Council can put some scale around both the community/sporting 

facility and playspace.  

Councillor Krassoi gave some background information about the Playspace: 

 The Playground Advisory Group undertook an audit with the previous General 

Manager and Community Services Manager. 

 Council invited Touched by Olivia to attend Food and Wine Festival in 2018.  

 The Food and Wine Festival was an opportunity for parents and children to 

give feedback about what should be included in a playspace.  

 Local schools were also engaged in addition to an online survey and 

advertising.  

 Parking and funding were going to be an issue for high street.  

Councillor Miles outlined that the youth playspace site on Park Road proposed in the 

current Boronia Park PoM was developed by the consultant. 

Heather Armstrong stated that there was very little consultation and the community 

did not endorse that site. 

Bec Ho outlined that Touched by Olivia are a charitable foundation. Their service 

provision is free of charge to support their mission. Bec further clarified that she is 

volunteer member of the board. 

Alan Ginns discussed the suspicions raised at the resident meeting regarding 

Touched By Olivia. 

Heather Armstrong raised her concerns about the need to keep open space and 

that Council needs to adhere to Sepp 19 in regards to high visual impact. 



Discussion took place about the Princes Street location. Brigid Dowsett suggested 

that this site has potential. Alan Ginns noted that pushing the gate further down 

Princes Street could be a solution to still protect the EEC. 

4. OFF LEASH DOG AREA 

The CAG agreed that the off leash dog area should be allocated to Oval 3. This oval 

is already being used as an off leash area. 

5. DEVELOPING THE DRAFT POM 

Alan Ginns stated that it will take approximately 3 to 4 weeks to develop the Draft 

PoM. 

The CAG made a number of suggestions for inclusions in the draft PoM: 

 bike riding  

 fitness equipment 

 table tennis. 

Councillor Williams outlined that youth are already informally riding in the Park. Youth 

need an allocated space. Alan Ginns suggested the north end of oval 3 would be 

the most appropriate location or the top edge between ovals 2 and 3. This would be 

inexpensive to build. 

Lisa Miscamble stated that she appreciates questions as it gives us an opportunity to 

debunk myths. It would also be helpful to develop some concept images and a Q & 

A to address questions. 

Phyllis Peterson would like to see the terms of the grant and does not understand 

why Council doesn’t get a grant to upgrade existing playgrounds. Council could 

potentially re apply. Surely there has to be some feasibility study undertaken. 

Brigid Dowsett suggested that a public meeting would be needed. Clr Williams, 

Alister Sharp and Phyllis Peterson agreed this would be beneficial.  

6. NEXT MEETING 

TBA 


