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MINUTES OF THE INCLUSIVE PLAYSPACE PROJECT PANEL 

TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2019 AT 1.30PM 

HUNTER’S HILL COUNCIL 

  

PRESENT 

 

Council: Annie Goodman, Jacqui Vollmer 

Councillors: Elizabeth Krassoi (Chair), Jim Sanderson, Ben Collins 

Committee: Melinda Doust, David Elmslie,  

Touched By Olivia: Bec Ho 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Nil received 

 

1. PLAYSPACE LOCATION 

 

1.1 Riverglade Reserve – original location identified  

 

The Panel discussed the merits of the Riverglade Reserve location at 

the base of The Priory, which included: 

 

 proximity to new café 

 available parking 

 included in the Riverglade Reserve Plan of Management (POM) 

 possibility of receiving a playspace grant of $200,000.00. 

 

The panel also discussed the negative impacts, which included: 

 

 uncertainty of Flying Fox Camp impacts on playspace and users 

 

The panel discussed the Flying-fox Camp. Concerns were raised 

around the potential spread of disease and maintenance on the 

playspace, as a result of Flying Fox traffic on and through the 

playspace.  

 

Jacqui Vollmer stated that a Draft Tarban Creek Flying-fox Camp 

Management Plan will be released in March 2019. This document has 

been informed by extensive community consultation of adjoining 
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residents and park users. Jacqui stated that she would contact John 

Martin who is formally of the Royal Botanic Gardens and has been 

monitoring the Camp for several years. Jacqui also responded to Clr 

Collins question regarding the risk of spread of disease to humans. The 

response being that there are two Flying-fox diseases, with one being in 

5% of bats, which can only be spread through scratches and bites. 

Jacqui will provide NSW Health information on Council’s website. 

  

The Panel discussed the need to undertake a Review of Environmental 

Factors (REF) a comprehensive Risk Assessment, and update to the 

Riverglade Reserve POM and community consultation and 

engagement. 

 

Even if these actions are undertaken and the result was support for the 

design and build of an inclusive playspace, some Panel members 

would still be concerned and unsure that the outcome would be 

entirely without risk. 

 

The Panel agreed to seek further advice around bat/human urban 

proximity issues. Councillor Krassoi will contact two recommended 

researchers in this field; Caragh Threlfall and Peter Banks to seek 

advice. 

 

Jacqui Vollmer will provide a copy of the Draft Tarban Creek Flying-fox 

Camp Management Plan in March 2019.  

 

1.2 Boronia Park North location 

 

There is a Council resolution stating that the Inclusive Playspace be 

located at the Boronia Park North location.  

 

Annie Goodman stated that some property owners and community 

groups have concerns about particular issues, including parking, lack 

of consultation, potential removal of trees and/or impact on the size of 

the playspace. However, Councillor Krassoi discussed that there is 

great deal of misinformation being circulated.  

 

The Panel discussed the merits of the Boronia Park North site, which 

included: 

 

• site ready for major maintenance upgrade 

 positive visual amenity and feel in regards to bushland, tree 

cover, and safety. 

 

The Panel also discussed the negative impacts, which included: 

 

• parking issues and costly rectification  

 resident concerns based on some misinformation 
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 other resident concerns around not wanting change 

 grant funding would only be available for ¼ of the possible 

funding ($50,000) as the playspace would be considered an 

upgrade of an existing space.  

 

1.3 Boronia Park North West location 

 

The Panel looked at the Boronia Park POM map, which details a youth 

playspace site on Park Road, to be known as Boronia Park North West. 

 

The Panel discussed the merits of the Boronia Park North West site, 

which had been previously considered by the Panel. However, the 

Panel were informed that the site was inappropriate as it was home to 

a Powerful Owl feeding area.  

 

Jacqui Vollmer stated that she was unaware that Boronia Park North 

West site was a Powerful Owl feeding area and would seek 

confirmation of this. 

 

The Panel discussed the merits of the Boronia Park North West site, 

which included: 

 

• available parking, already identified on the POM 

 community engagement already taken place (about the site) 

when the POM was developed 

 amphitheatre style location 

 natural environment 

 no tree clearing envisaged. 

 

The Panel also discussed the negative impacts, which included: 

 

• concerns as to why the site was previously ruled out if in fact it is 

not a Powerful Owl feeding area. 

 

Based on these considerations the Panel felt positive about the Boronia 

Park North West location. 

 

Bec Ho advised that a great deal of time and cost has already been 

invested in design and consultation of the Boronia Park North location, 

so it is important that if the location is to move, the Panel, Council, 

community and users need to be sure/confident in the relocation.  

 

Bec also expressed concern about the possibility of losing grant 

funding as time lines for completion of the Playspace Project in 2019 

keep being extended. Annie Goodman advised that there is every 

possibility that funding can still be negotiated given the existing Boronia 

Park POM identifies a playspace for Boronia Park North West and that 
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community consultation during the update of the Boronia Park POM 

will include engagement about the Inclusive Playspace. 

 

ACTION: 

 

Seek Council endorsement via the review of the Boronia Park POM and 

identify any possible issues with this location. 

 

 

2. Everyone Can Play Grant and Funding the Playspace 

 

Prior to Christmas, Council in conjunction with Touched by Olivia applied for a 

‘Everyone Can Play’ State Government grant for $200,000. This is a matching 

dollar-for-dollar grant. 

 

The Panel discussed how the Playspace could be funded, without having an 

impact on Council’s budget. Discussion centred on fundraising, sponsorship 

and the possibility of using Section 94A contributions. 

 

Further details regarding the funding model will be discussed at the next 

meeting. 

 

3. PLANS OF MANAGEMENT 

 

3.1 Riverglade Reserve Plan of Management (POM) 

 

Annie Goodman outlined that a consultant brief for an update to the 

Riverglade Reserve POM is currently being advertised. The update will 

include the inclusion of The Priory and associated adaptive reuses and 

any other amenities. The POM is expected to be completed by August 

2019. 

 

3.2 Boronia Park Plan of Management (POM) 

 

Annie Goodman outlined that a consultant brief for an update to the 

Boronia Park POM is currently being advertised. The update will include 

the inclusion of amenities relating to the $1million grant funding received 

from the State Government. 

 

The Panel expressed concern about the time frame of playspace 

consultation being tied up in the POM process for up to six months. 

 

The POM is expected to be completed by August 2019. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

1. That Council support the Boronia Park North West site as identified in the 

Boronia Park Plan of Management. 

 

2. That community consultation take place as part of the update to the 

Boronia Park POM. 

 

3. That the Inclusive Playspace Project Panel seek donations and sponsorship 

to match the ‘Everyone Can Play’ Grant. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Meetings of Council and Resolutions 

 

12 March 2018 OM 4435 

 

1.  That Hunter’s Hill Council endorse and adopt a policy that all upgraded and 

new play spaces in the LGA are designed to meet and where possible 

exceed the standards, and meet the principles of Universal Design; 

 

2.  That Hunter’s Hill Council undertake all future audits of existing play spaces 

against the principles of universal design and embed as a high priority in the 

Community Strategic Plan open space strategy going forward. 

 

3. That Hunter's Hill Council adopt a memorandum of understanding with 

organisation Touched By Olivia to collaboratively work together to establish a 

location whether existing or new and to plan for a play space that promotes 

inclusive recreation and enables people of all abilities and ages to enjoy the 

space side by side. 

 

4. That Hunter’s Hill Council, to aid the process, establish a short term project 

panel of representatives from all interested parties to guide parameters for 

future audits and identify a suitable plan of action and consider grant / 

funding opportunities to make an inclusive play space a reality by no later 

than 2020. 

 

14 May 2018 OM4438 

 

1.  That Council endorse the Boronia Park North playground site, High St, Hunters 

Hill as the site for a future inclusive playground. 

 

2.  That consultation with the community regarding the project is undertaken. 

 

12 June 2018 OM4440 

 

1.  That Council resolve to pledge 10% of the project cost up to $50,000, to the 

Inclusive Playground project proposed for Boronia Park; 

 

2.  That the $50,000 be set aside in the 2019 Budget as Hunters Hill Council’s 

contribution to the project. 

 

3.  That the proposed pledge of $50,000 toward funding of an Inclusive 

Playground project in Boronia Park be advertised as required under Section 

356 of the Local Government Act and that submissions are invited. 

 

25 June 2018 OM4441 

 

1.  That a copy of the Community Consultation Report referred to in Item 3.3.1 is 

provided to Councillors. 
 

23 July 2018 OM4443 
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That the report be received and noted. 

 

10  September 2018 OM4443 

 

That the report be received and noted. 

 


