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MINUTES OF THE BORONIA PARK CAG 

WEDNESDAY 20 MAY 2019 AT 4.30PM 

HUNTER’S HILL COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 

PRESENT 

 

Clr Ross Williams Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 

Clr Elizabeth Krassoi Councillor, Hunter’s Hill Council 

Alan Ginns  Gondwana Consulting 

Lisa Miscamble Hunter’s Hill Council, General Manager 

Heather Armstrong Bushland Management Working Group 

Brigid Dowsett Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna Society 

Alex Lau  Boronia Park Public School 

Peter McFarlane Hunters Hill Rugby Union Club 

Bec Ho  Gladesville Ravens Netball Club 

Alister Sharpe  Hunters Hill Trust 

Annie Goodman Hunter’s Hill Council, Acting Community Services Manager 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Ben Woods  Ryde Hunters Hill Cricket Club 

 

1. Business Arising 

 

Lisa Miscamble outlined the agenda for the meeting; to provide groups associated 

to Boronia Park with an opportunity to provide context to ideas and thoughts and 

enable CAG members to ask questions. 

 

Council invited Bec Ho to discuss the work that Touched By Olivia do to enable the 

CAG to understand the inclusive playspace context and ask questions about design 

elements.  

 

Inclusive Playspace 

 

Bec outlined the history of Livvi's Place, which is inclusive for people aged from 0-100. 

For the previous High Street Boronia Park site 50 children from Villa Maria and Boronia 

Park Public School were involved in design concepts.  Some of the concepts 

developed included; style, natural elements, alternative communication methods, 

shade, water, wheelchair access. Over 100 people did the online survey. 

 

Everyone Can Play Guidelines were fundamental in the design concept. It's 

designing for people with the greatest need and to be as an inclusive as possible. 

There was overriding agreement about the use of natural products. 



2 
 

 

Alister Sharpe noted that he didn't feel that the playspaces at Five Dock are 

challenging enough.  

 

Heather Armstrong discussed a  YouTube clip - about graduating risk. So many 

children are confined the units, etc.  

 

Rugby Club Update 

 

Peter McFarlane outlined that the current facilities don't cater for children and 

women. Change rooms are not often used because they are in a terrible state. No 

disabled access. No indoor spaces to conduct meeting. Canteen crumpled and 

unappealing. The Grandstand will need significant money spent on it to upgrade to 

a suitable standard. The Rugby and Cricket Club commissioned a feasibility report. 

That study talked about who the park users were. There was a whole range of 

criteria written for the feasibility study. 

 

There is currently nowhere to store gear, no wet weather options. The Cricket Club 

have a large number of boys and girls playing. There has been a rise in females 

participating in sport. There is also a female touch competition. Ravens Netball Club 

regularly use Boronia for netball. The sports precinct section of the park is heavily 

populated and heavily used. Boronia Park and Villa Maria use it for netball too. 

 

Peter outlined that architects responded to a brief that the Rugby Club sent out to 

come up with a series of options. A facility between the playground and grandstand 

was one option and the second was to have a facility built near the netball court 

and smaller facility near oval no 2 and upgrade the grandstand. This option was 

preferred by the Club as they felt accessibility, activating the 3 ovals, retaining 

heritage values of the grandstand would be preferred. The Grandstand upgrade is 

to remodel the lower area make it into two change room and some storage space 

with a new canteen and community space with a commercial kitchen.  

 

A number of additional options will be considered: 

 

 An all purpose community space; could be for workshops, functions, multiuse.  

 

 There is a history of the sporting club and memorabilia. There are ways to 

weave history into something such as public art, etc. 

 

 Seek funding options such as other grants available. 

 

 Number 3 oval is not utilised as much as it should because it doesn't have the 

necessary facilities and drainage. 

 

Boronia Park Public School 

 

Alex Lau outlined that Boronia Park PS regularly use Boronia Park. The School would 

welcome any storage that could be incorporated into the sporting upgrades. The 

School also use Boronia Park for novelty events, not just sport. It would be great to 

have a space for professional development. Boronia Park PS currently have 533 

students. 
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Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna 

 

Brigid stated that during the development of the 2015 PoM there was an idea of 

having a stakeholder group. If it had been possible there would have been a 

greater understanding of everyone's position. The CAG structure will enable the 

resolution of issues that arise. Bush care and regeneration will get their focus. 

 

Bushland Management Working Group 

 

Heather Armstrong outlined that parking will be a problem with any new facilities. 

Other concerns included that floodlighting is a problem. The wetlands will need to 

be maintained and we will need to find ways of preventing stormwater run-off. There 

is passion for the Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest - critical care needs to take 

place. 

 

Hunters Hill Trust 

 

Alister Sharpe outlined the objective of continued community participation in the 

management of the park. There are a number of issues that will need to be resolved 

such as the track along top of oval number 3, sprinklers on oval number 1 keep it 

green whereas an area that children play in is dry. The whole park needs to be 

looked after. Blackman Park have outdoor table tennis, which is not expensive and 

maintenance free. More bubblers are needed and there is no bubbler near the 

junior playground. Things should be addressed in the order they appear. 

 

Gondwanan Consulting 

 

Alan Ginns outlined the following communications that he had delivered: 

 

 2 page info sheet 

 Poster 

 4 page feedback form 

 Information sheet, feedback form and letter 

 Resident notification letter 

 Onsite posters, which will pick up passive users.  

 Pop ups between number 1 and number 2.  

 

Next Meeting 

 

Members will be advised when the next meeting will be held which will include draft 

survey data. 


