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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This section of the report outlines the management policy context for the PoM, and includes a summary of   
documents reviewed, local planning context and reserve operations & funding.   
 
 

1.1 DOCUMENT REVIEW 
 

The consultant team have reviewed a range of previous research, reports and policy documents and 
summarised relevant findings and recommendations in the following table.  Key findings of the background 
document review include: 
 

 Environmental Values, Processes and Actions for Improvement are well understood for the 
Reserve. A number of key recommendations of the previous PoM and of the later EVRAP report  
form the basis of the Pom.  

 The Conservation Management Plan provides the authoritative document for the management of 
the Priory and curtilage. The Conservation Management Plan identifies a range of future potential 
uses as compatible with the Priory’s heritage and conservation status that should be considered as 
part of the Management Plan. 

 The draft Hunters Hill Sport & Recreation Strategy research findings have found there is high 
demand for sports field based sports and a shortage of fields in the local area and region.
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DOCUMENT 
PARTICULARS 

PURPOSE /OBJECTIVES RELEVANT ISSUES IDENTIFIED RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES 

Riverglade 
Reserve: Plan 
of 
Management 
 
Hunters Hill 
Council 
Draft 
Amended 
August 2009 

Vision/Aim 

 Rehabilitated ecosystems as a result of united 
community efforts. 

Objectives 

 To enable the local community, in association with 
Hunter’s Hill council to sustainability manage the 
natural and cultural resources in Riverglade Reserve. 
 

Strategic Directions/Outcomes 

 Stream management  

 Pollution management 

 Biodiversity management 

 Cultural heritage management 

 Visitor use management 
 

 Planning considerations, sewerage, stormwater 
and groundwater issues, biodiversity issues and 
cultural heritage issues. 

Stream management 

 Stabilise stream channel 

 Re-create stream features 
Pollution management  

 Manage sewage pollution 

 Manage stormwater pollution 
Biodiversity management 

 Enhance existing biodiversity 

 Create new opportunities for biodiversity 

 Monitor ecosystems 
Cultural heritage management 

 Preserve items of cultural heritage 

 Reinstate items of cultural heritage 

 Interpret cultural heritage items 
Visitor management 

 Enhance access to study area 

 Enhance access within study area 

 Create areas of low-key recreation 

 Provide visitor information 

Hunters Hill 
Community 
Strategic Plan 
 
Hunters Hill 
council 

Our Heritage And Built Environment 
 
Objectives 
 
To ensure the preservation of our heritage buildings, 
garden areas, views, streetscapes and tree canopy. 
 
To accommodate increased population by using our 
existing housing and by new buildings that exemplify 
architectural excellence and which demonstrate 
ecologically sustainable principles. 
 
 
Our Community and Lifestyle 

Our Heritage And Built Environment 
 
Strategic Directions 
 
Retain the existing historic buildings, sandstone walls 
trees and leafy street scapes to maintain the heritage 
character of the area. 
 
Encourage and educate the community on the benefits 
of ecologically sustainable development. 
 
Our Community And Lifestyle 
Strategic Directions/Outcomes 
2.3 actively promote cultural development 

Our Heritage And Built Environment 
 
Outcomes 
 
To ensure that heritage and conservation of the area is 
maintained and respected. 
 
Preservation of the character, views to and from the 
municipality, and the tree canopy. 
 
Development meets environmental controls and 
standards (e.g. BASIX, the state government building 
sustainability index) 
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Objectives 
To ensure a caring and safe community where people 
enjoy living. 
 
 
Our Environment 
Objectives 
To work in partnership with the community to achieve an 
environmentally sustainable Hunters Hill and to preserve 
and restore our bushlands and waterways. 
Achieve a balance of environmental, social and economic 
interests today without harming the prospects of the 
generations of tomorrow. 
 
 
Moving Around 
Objectives 
To provide for safe and orderly movement and 
coordination of vehicular, pedestrian, bicycle and public 
transport traffic throughout Hunters Hill. 
 
 
 
Our Council 
Objectives 
Hunters Hill Council is  
A model of participative democracy. 
A provider of quality customer service and innovative 
management of its financial resources. 
Is efficient, effective and sustainable. 
 
 

2.4 Foster a sense of community and connection 
amongst residents. 
2.5 Future generations are assured of enjoying at least 
the same opportunities for access to recreational and 
healthy activities, as those who came before them. 
 
 
Our Environment 
Directions/Outcomes 
The Hunters Hill community will lead the way in an 
ecologically sustainable lifestyle. 
 
Play our part in minimising the environmental footprint 
in the context of climate change and growing population 
pressures. 
 
Moving Around 
Directions/Outcomes 
Bicycle and pedestrian networks encourage easy and 
safe movement of people within Hunter’s Hill between 
key facilities, and which integrate with public and 
private transport. 
 
 
Our Council 
Directions/Outcomes 
Hunters Hill Council is a leader in democracy by 
promoting and encouraging community engagement 
and is recognised as an organisation that listens. 
Council is responsive to the community and 
communicates its decisions and initiatives effectively 
and efficiently. 

Support the sustainable and equitable provision of a wide 
range of cultural, recreational and leisure activities, 
events and services for people of all ages and abilities. 
Implementation of a range of arts and cultural programs 
and actively support local cultural organisations and 
events. 
Maintenance and promotion of multicultural and 
indigenous heritage. 
Access to an efficient library or resource centre that 
meets information, learning and leisure needs. 
A caring community where different groups and 
individuals feel that they can belong. 
A high level of participation in local volunteering. 
Maximised sustainable and equitable access and use of 
high quality sporting and recreational facilities. 
Increased level of participation in a range of healthy 
lifestyle activities. 
 
The sustainability plan and sustainability principle are 
adopted and implemented in all planning and operational 
decisions. 
 
Help people understand ways in which they can live their 
everyday live so that they protect the environment for 
future generations. 
 
Protection of the natural and built environment for the 
benefit of future generations. 
 
Reduction of carbon emissions and energy consumption. 
 
Enhanced management of bushland and its biodiversity. 
 
Decrease waste sent to landfill and increase recovery of 
resources through recycling and sustainable purchasing. 
Ensure the sustainable use and re-use of water. 
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Integrated traffic, parking, cycleway and pedestrian 
management plans are developed and implemented. 
 
 
Extended and integrated bicycle track network and 
improved, safer pedestrian facilities connected to 
transport nodes, activity areas and village centres that 
are pedestrian friendly. 
 

Hunters Hill 
Stormwater 
Management 
Action Plan 
 
Prepared by: 
Storm 
Consulting Pty 
ltd 
 
November 
2011 

Objectives 

 A key environmental objective of Hunter’s Hill 
Council is to maintain and improve the 
environmental value of its catchments. 

 Effectiveness of Treatment Units 
 

 Stormwater pollution is a major problem in 
the Hunter’s Hill Local Area. 

 Significant environmental areas within the 
catchment include Tarban Creek Reserve and 
Riverglade Reserve. 

 Ecologically sensitive, some home to 
mangrove and salt marsh vegetation which is 
protected in NSW. 

 Council has an ageing stormwater drainage 
network with a number of existing water 
quality devices and stormwater control 
technologies 

 Within the LGA there are some localised areas 
where pollutants are more concentrated and 
accumulate. The most noticeable is around 
Tarban Creek. Large amounts of pollutants and 
sediment build around Tarban Creek adjacent 
to Manning Road at FB1 and FB2 and within 
the wetland adjacent to Fryar Place. 

 
 

Tarban Creek is considered the key location for better 
stormwater management within the LGA. As such a key 
objective is to increase the quality of water being 
discharged to it. 
 
Stormwater Outlet investigation and management plan – 
Review all major stormwater outlets to formulate an 
outlet management plan. Priority investigation includes 
outlets in Riverglade Reserve, Tarban Creek. Key works 
include: 

 Fryar Place end of pipe trap replacement of 
netting. 

 Reinstallation of Manning Rd small Floating 
Boom. 

 Repairs to Manning Road large pond. 

 Install a GPT upstream of Manning Rd in Tarban 
Creek 

 Installation of a GPT (e.g. CDS unit) at the pipe 
outlet adjacent to Manning Rd (Tarban Creek 2) 

 Cleaning and management of Fryar Place 
constructed wetland (P4) and install. 

 Maintenance and/or Reinstallation if Floating 
Booms (FB1 to FB3) 

 Maintenance of Ponds (P1 to P11) 
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Draft 
Recreation 
Strategy  
2012 
 
Montemare 
Consulting 

Sport has long been a part of the use of Riverglade Reserve, in the 
mid 20th century the site was a Golf Course and St Josephs College 
have been using the playing fields for two decades. 
 
Background research indicates Riverglade Reserves sports fields 
are an important asset in the overall levels of provision of sports 
fields locally and at a regional level and are required to meet 
current and future projected demand for sports fields based 
sport. 
 
Hunters Hill Draft Recreation Strategy indicates levels of 
participation in sport and recreation in Hunters Hill is high – 
residents are highly active. Furthermore levels of participation in 
sports field based sports such as  soccer and rugby are played at 
rates 2-3 times the state average and that demand for these 
sports and other sports field based sports such as Cricket and AFL 
are projected to grow. This is placing considerable demand 
pressures on existing sports fields. 

 
High demand and a shortage of playing fields 

 Demand for more sports field is growing and is 
going to increase in the future. 

 
Short term demand for sports fields can be 
accommodated on existing fields long term cannot. 

 Current high levels of occupancy at peak times 
which sees most current fields at or near 
carrying capacity for safe play, maintenance 
and prevention of damage to grounds. 
 

Additional full size pitches would need to be installed in 
the Municipality to compensate for demand.  Strategies 
include; 
 

 Maximise condition and usage of existing sports 
fields 

 Increase access to school playing fields 

 Provide additional turf and synthetic playing 
fields including: junior fields/synthetic training 
pitches and full size turf fields for soccer and 
rugby. 

Ecological 
assessment of 
saline 
wetlands at 
Tarban Creek 
 
June 2010 
 
Dr Alex 
Pulkownik 

 Hunters Hill has conducted biological monitoring of 
Brickmakers and Tarban Creeks since 2002. 
 
Found a degree of ecological impairment at both sites. 
“AUSRIVAS” scores and taxa richness of both sites were 
an improvement on the 2010 scores. 
 
Run‐off from roads, parks, gardens and building sites, as 
well as overflows of sewage contain dissolved and gross 
pollutants, sediments and waters with high nutrient 
content, all of which can degrade wetland ecosystems. 

• Remediation through removal of weeds, clearing out 
the channel and correcting the topography be carried out 
immediately at two impacted sites; furthermore, 
upstream of the sites, it is essential to clear out chokes of 
vegetation and accumulated sediment, including those 
affecting the weir; 
• Sediment and gross pollutant traps be set up at the 
canalised end of the Creek, and some consideration be 
given to de‐canalising the upper reaches of the Creek. 
• Stormwater channel previously designed to trap 
sediment and containing constructed wetland should be 
cleaned and managed effectively. 

Graham 
Brooks and 
associates 
 
The Priory 
Conservation 
Management 
Plan 
 

Purpose 
Is to develop strategies and guidelines prior to any 
upgrading of the property for future use. 

In setting the site curtilage the State Heritage Office 
considered that the curtilage protects aboriginal 
heritage sites of significance, the remnant bushland to 
the north of Tarban Creek and significant Vistas/Views 
to and from the Priory. 
 
As the Priory and the entire reserve are listed, any 
future development works or major changes to the 
landscape proposed within the immediate vicinity of the 

The Conservation Management Plan identifies a range of 
future potential uses as compatible with the Priory’s 
heritage and conservation status including: 

 Art exhibition & workshop 

 Local history museum 

 Café/tea room 

 Temporary space for outdoor space, cinema, 
festivals, music 

 Education  
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April 2009 Priory must involve the Heritage Office. 
 

 Private Residence 
 Community Open Days 

 Functions 
 

These uses are largely drawn from Councils Cultural 
Precinct Plan which seeks to encourage both community 
and commercial activities at the site to ensure its ongoing 
use, conservation and operational viability.  

Estuary 
Vegetation 
Rehabilitation 
Action Plan 
2011 

 Key Issues 
 
Catchment & Neighbourhood Impacts –  
 
Isolated remnant reserve forming part of Parramatta 
River Green Corridor project. 
 
Villa Maria bushland highly significant to the integrity of 
the reserve 
 
Riverglade Reserve contains two highly significant 
estuarine vegetation communities. 

 The locally significant Estuarine Mangrove 
Forest, &  

 Endangered Estuarine Saltmarsh 

 Endangered Sydney Fresh Water Wetlands 
 
Key Stormwater Issues 

 Stormwater & run-off issues  resulting in weed 
infestation, gross pollution & nitrification and 
sedimentation  

 Inhibited migration resulting from sea wall and 
in-stream barriers, and 

 Impacts of sea level rise resulting from climate 
change.  
 

Vegetation Management 
 
The management of native & exotic vegetation 

  

The Action Plan identifies a range of Strategies that will 
be bought forward into the PoM. 
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communities is imperative to the long-term protection 
& survival of native flora & fauna species currently 
inhabiting the area. 
 

Consultation with community and stakeholders 
indicates the importance of different vegetation 
communities, particularly exotics. 
 
Council has limited resources to manage and improve 
vegetation communities. 
 
Any future revegetation work needs to be of a high 
quality to replicate the species assemblage and density, 
and to avoid long-term operational/maintenance costs.  
 
Fire Management 
 
There is a need to implement a fire management regime 
for two main reasons: the protection of human life and 
property, and for conservation of biodiversity. 
 
Fauna Management 
 
Riverglade Reserve is notable for its diverse range of 
fauna species, many of whom are locally extinct or listed 
vulnerable species under the NSW Threatened Species 
Act. 
 
This diversity is a result of the diverse range, age and 
structural complexity of habitats and vegetation 
communities, both native & exotic, existing in the 
reserve. 
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1.2 LAND USE PLANNING 
 
 
The following Section summarises the likely zoning of the Reserve under Council’s Draft Local Environment 
Plan 2012. Where possible, reserve zoning will seek to align with Land Use planning zonings.  
 
Zone RE1 
 
Public recreation 
Objectives 

 To enable land to be used for public open space or recreational purposes. 

 To provide a range of recreational settings and activities and compatible land uses. 

 To protect and enhance the natural environment for recreational purposes. 

2. Permitted without consent 
Environmental facilities; environmental protection works; roads. 
 
3. Permitted with consent 
Community facilities; kiosks, Recreation areas. 
 
4. Prohibited 
Any other development not specified in item 2 or 3. 
 
 
Zone E2 
 
Environmental Conservation 
Objectives 

 To protect, manage and restore areas of high ecological, scientific, cultural or aesthetic values. 

 To prevent development that could destroy, damage or otherwise have an adverse effect on those 

values. 

2. Permitted without consent 
Environmental protection works. 
 
3. Permitted with consent 
Environmental with consent. 
 
4. Prohibited 
Business premises;  hotel or motel accommodation;  Industries;  Multi dwelling housing;  Recreation 
facilities (major);  Residential flat buildings;  Restricted premises;  retail premises;  seniors housing;  service 
stations;  warehouse or distribution centres;  any other development not specified in item 2 or 3. 
 
    
Riverglade Reserve zoned, RE1 in basin area and E2 (environmental conservation) in Priory and Richmond 
Crescent area.  Marist Brothers land, adjacent creek also zoned E2.  

  



Hunters Hill Council    

Plan of Management 

Riverglade Reserve 

 
 

 

FINAL Riverglade PoM Vol 2 Feb 2013.docx  Page 10 

1.3 RESERVE FUNDING AND RESOURCES 
 

This section summarises the findings of the financial and resource review. It includes: 

 Operational budget 

 Capital budget 

 S94 funding 

 Staffing and resources 

 
1.3.1 Operational & Capital Budget 2011 
 
A review of Council’s operational budget for Riverglade Reserve 2011 indicates Council has spent 
approximately $54,856 per annum on Reserve maintenance and $11,751 on the Priory. 
 
The Hunters Hill Council - Strategic Management Plan Capital Works Expenditure 2003/04 - 2013/14 
Identified Council allocated $82,500 for Capital Works at the Reserve for the period 2003-2010. A further 
$892,500 was allocated for expenditure in the 2011/2014 period, which included a majority of funding for 
the restoration of the Priory. 
 
The 2012 Parks Asset Management Plan identifies a further $107,000 for sportsfield maintenance over the 
forward 20 years.  
 
 

1.3.2 Hunter Hill Council Developer Contributions Plan 2009 
 
The primary purposes of this Plan are to provide for council to levy developer contributions in accordance 
with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act and apply those funds to the provision, extension or 
augmentation of key community infrastructure. 
 

The following table summarises identified infrastructure, associated costs and priority for the Riverglade 
Reserve. 

No Proposed infrastructure $ Cost est. Priority 

2 Carry out the restoration works on the 
priory – classed as “urgent stage 1” 

$81,000 High 

4  Installation if cycleway connecting 
Riverglade Reserve to Pittwater Road. 
Matching grant provided under sharing 
Sydney Harbour Access Program 
(SSHAP) 

$70,000 High 

7 Prepare design, specifications and 
undertake community consultation for 
amenities and facilities (toilet change 
rooms, seating and shade shelters) 

$50,000 High 

10 Carry out the restoration works on the 
priory – classed as “urgent stage 2” 

$51,700 High 

14 New playground equipment $60,000 High 

16 Build amenities and facilities (toilets, 
change rooms, seating and shade 

$400,000 Medium  
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shelters) 

18 Replace playground equipment $25,000 Medium 

27 Repair sea wall and associated 
bike/walking path that has been 
damaged by king tides 

$100,000 Medium 

28 Undertake improvement to level the 
surface of the playing fields 

$10,000 Medium 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

FINAL Riverglade PoM Vol 2 Feb 2013.docx  Page 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section Two: Consultation Outcomes 
 

 

 

 

 



Hunters Hill Council  

Plan of Management 

Riverglade Reserve 

  
 

 

FINAL Riverglade PoM Vol 2 Feb 2013.docx  Page 13 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This section summarises the market research and consultation undertaken for the project. It includes the 
results and findings from the following research and consultation mechanisms undertaken for the project: 

 

 Household Surveys 

 Park User Surveys 

 Focus Group Sessions 

 Stakeholder Interviews 

 Written Submissions 
 

 

2.1 HOUSEHOLD SURVEY 
 
This Section summarises the household survey that was conducted in March 2012. 
 
 
Respondent Sample 
 
The table on the following page summarises the recent Household internet survey Respondent sample. 
 

Category Sub-Group NUMBER Percent % 

Park User in last 12 months Yes 290 99% 

 NO 2 1% 

 Total: 292 100% 

Gender Male 156 53.4% 

 Female 129 44.2% 

 Total: 285 97.6% 

Age Range 10 yrs and under 4 1.4% 

 11 to 19 years 5 1.7% 

 20 to 29 years 11 3.8% 

 30 to 39 years 38 13.0% 

 40 to 49 years 151 51.7% 

 50 to 59 years 47 16.1% 

 60 to 69 years 26 8.9% 

 70 years plus 5 1.7% 

 Total: 287 98.3% 

Resident Yes 214 24.7% 

 No 72 0.0% 

 Total: 286 24.7% 

Breakdown by Postcode Hunters Hill (West) (2110) 97 33.2% 

 Gladesville (2111) 71 24.3% 

 Hunters Hill (East) (2110) 36 12.3% 

 Huntleys Cove (2111) 21 7.2% 

 Henley (2111) 8 2.7% 

 Woolwich (2110 6 2.1% 

 Huntleys point (2111) 3 1.0% 

 Total: 155 49.6% 
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A review of the respondent sample profiles indicates: 
 
Park Users:   99% of the people who completed the survey have visited the park in the last 12 months. 
 
Gender:  More males than females responded to the survey with 44.2% of the females responding 

compared to 53.4% of the survey responders which were male. 
 
Age Range:   The table shows that the age group that responded most to the survey were 40 to 49 year 

olds with a total of 51.7%. Followed by people aged between 50 to 70 years + with 26.7%. 
Younger people represented a much lower representation with only 6.9%. 

 
Resident:  73.3% of the responses from the survey were from residents of Hunters Hill LGA, while 

24.7% were not. 
 
Postcode Breakdown:   

People from all suburbs of the Municipality use the park. A majority of the survey 
respondents were from Hunters Hill, west of Burns Bay Rd (33.2%) and Gladesville (24.3%). 
A smaller percentage of people came from Hunters Hill, east of Burns Bay Rd (12.3%) and 
Huntley’s Cove (7.2%). 

 

 
2.1.1 Current Usage Profiles 
 

When do people visit the reserve? 
Survey respondents were asked when they usually visit Riverglade Reserve.  A majority of people visit on 
both weekdays and weekends (67.9%), while a third visit on Weekends only (28.6%). The survey shows that 
people use the park throughout the day: 

5pm to 8pm (22.1%) 
Midday to 5pm (21.0%) 
9am to midday (20.7%) 
Before 9.00 am (18.6%) 

 

How long do people use the park for? 
The survey shows that a majority of the people use the park between 1 to 2 hours a day (52.1%) followed 
by: 
               0.5 hours to 1 hour (34.1%) 

2 hours to 4 hours (11.7%) 
Less than 0.5 hours (5.9%) 
More than 4 hours (0.7%) 
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Regularity of use? 
Survey respondents were asked how often they visited the Reserve in a 12 month period. The majority of 
the respondents said they visited the Reserve weekly (20.7%) Followed by: 

2-3 times a week (17.2%) 
Once a month (15.5%) 
4-6 times a week (13.1%) 
Daily (11.7%) 
Once a fortnight (11.0%) 
Winter only (9.3%) 
Less than once a month (3.1%) 
Summer only (1.4%) 
 
 

Who do park users visit with? 
Survey respondents were asked to indicate who they would usually visit the park with, survey respondents 
were allowed to give multiple answers.  
 
Majority of the park users visited with Family (59.7%)  and/or as part of sports club at (54.5%).   
 
Other survey respondents answered with: 

Friends (33.1%) 
By yourself (21.7%) 
Organised activity (7.6%) 
 

 

How many people would you usually attend with? 
Survey respondents were asked how many people they would attend the reserve with. The majority of 
people responded with 2-3 people (36.9%) followed by: 

More than 10 people (24.8%) 
3-5 people (19.3%) 
6-10 people (7.9%) 

 
 

Method of Transport 
Survey respondents were asked how did you travel to the reserve, majority of the respondents said that 
they travelled to the reserve by car (63.1%), followed by walking or running (55.9%) and bike (15.9%). 
 
 

Main park entry points 
Survey respondents were asked which entry point of the reserve they use, the majority of the respondents 
replied with Manning Road (47.6%) followed by: 

Bridge off Joly Parade (40.7%) 
Waruda Place (21.4%) 
Huntleys Point Reserve (12.1%) 
Fryar Place (4.8%) 
Victoria Road Pedestrian Bridge (4.5%) 
Victoria Road Underpass (4.1%) 
The Priory (3.4%) 
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Vehicular Parking 
Survey Respondents were asked “if you arrive by car, where do you usually park your car”.  The majority of 
the respondents replied with Manning Road (29.3%) followed by: 

Joly Parade/Rocher Avenue (23.8%) 
Mortimer Lewis Drive/Waruda Place (21.7%) 
Richmond Crescent/Mary Street (2.1%) 
Fryar Place (1.0%) 
Salter Street (0.7%) 
 
 

Reasons for use and current activities 
Survey respondents were asked “Why do you choose to use Riverglade Reserve”, survey respondents were 
allowed to give multiple answers. The main reasons people go to the Riverglade Reserve are: 

Close to home (53.1%) 
Take part in competitive/club sports (44.5%) 
It has walk/run/cycle paths (39.3%) 
It has a dog exercise area/ social scene (36.6%) 
Friends/family use it (25.9%) 
It has access to the creek and harbour (25.2%) 
It has places for relaxation and contemplation (20.7%) 
It has outdoor grassed/picnic areas (20.0%) 
Take part in community events/activities (5.9%) 
 

 
Other reasons mentioned by survey respondents included: 

Feed the ducks. 
To exercise, stay healthy and be connected to the community  

 
 

What are the main activities you do at the Reserve? 
Survey respondents were asked “What are the main activities you usually do at the Reserve during an 
average visit?” Respondents were allowed to answer more than once, the majority of the respondents 
replied with “Take part in competitive sport/club activities” (52.4%) followed by: 

Go for a walk (46.6%) 
Take children for play (inc. ducks) (43.8%) 
Take dog for walk (36.6%) 
Play recreational/casual sport (35.5%) 
Go for a run/jog (22.1%) 
Meet with family and friends (22.1%) 
Ride a bike (21.0%) 
Take part in fitness training activities (8.3%) 
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2.1.2 Current Rating and Issues 
 
How would you rate the current condition and facilities? 
Survey respondents were asked “Overall, how do you rate the current condition and facilities offered at the 
reserve?” The majority thought the facilities were good (35.9%) followed by: 
 

Adequate (29.7%) 
Poor (22.1%) 
Excellent (9.7%) 
Very poor (2.8%) 
 

Which features are you unhappy with? 
Survey respondents were asked “Which features and/or facilities in particular are you unhappy with at 
Riverglade Reserve?” Respondents were allowed to reply more than once. The majority of respondents 
replied with no public toilets (63.4%) followed by: 

Car parking and access (31.4%) 
Lack of seating and weather shelters (25.2%) 
Lack of play equipment (20.7%) 
Lack of BBQ/Picnic areas (20.3%) 
Lack of shaded grass areas (18.6%) 
No sports club rooms (15.2%) 
Too many dogs/area for dogs (13.1%) 
Too crowded/ overuse of playing fields (12.4%) 
Poor quality of playing/sport fields (10.7%) 

 
Other features mentioned by survey respondents include: 

Better clarification for signs 
Better weed maintenance 
More dog bags for owners of dogs to clean up after their pet 
Cycleway/walkway to narrow and dangerous 
Lack of fencing near creek 
Lack of drainage causes smelly water 
 
 

2.1.3 Future Management and Priorities 
 

What do you believe the main values or purposes of Riverglade Reserve are? 
Survey respondents were asked “What do you believe are the most important values and/or main purposes 
of Riverglade Reserve? Respondents were allowed to reply more than once. The majority of respondents 
replied with passive recreation (non-organised) (81.4%) followed by: 

Active recreation (organised/competitive) (69.3%) 
Environment protection/conservation (36.6%) 
European built heritage conservation (9.7%) 
Aboriginal heritage conservation (4.1%) 
Education and research (3.1%) 
 

Other reasons mentioned by survey respondents include: 
Unfenced off-leash dog area.  
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Social scene 
Provide access to water by public jetty or pontoon   
Separate/widened cyclist track 

 

Priority park improvements? 
Survey respondents were asked “If you were in charge of the Riverglade Reserve, what would be the main 
improvements you would support and/or fund in the reserve?” Respondents were allowed to reply more 
than once. The majority of people replied with Provide public toilets (62.4%) followed by: 

Provide more park furniture (34.5%) 
Upgrade outdoor sporting reserves/playing fields (30.0%) 
Improve vehicular access and car parking (28.3%) 
Provide children’s playground (24.5%) 
Provide club rooms/amenities for sports club (21.7%) 
Provide bbq/picnic areas (20.3%) 
Provide more shade areas (19.3%) 
Improve safety features and lighting (14.5%) 
More outdoor sporting reserves/playing fields (14.1%) 
Provide more/improve bushlands (12.4%) 
Provide more/improve water management (10.7%) 
Reduce dog access to park/exercise areas (10.0%) 
 

Other reasons mentioned by survey respondents include: 
Do not develop human structures 
Improve water drainage/sewerage 
Regular soil testing 
Unfenced dog area (11) 
Fenced dog area (5) 
 

On-Site Park User Comments 
 
The project team were in the park on Friday the 2nd and Sunday the 4th of March 2012. The community 
were invited to come and speak with project team members about their concerns, future needs and ideas, 
for the reserves management. The following table provides a summary of these discussions: 
 

 
2.2 IN-PARK USER CONSULTATION 
 
In park user interview/feedback sessions were held on Friday 2nd of March and Sunday 4th of March, 
attended by both the Consultant and Council’s project team. Despite inclement weather the sessions were 
well attended at the Reserve with over 50 people attending.   
 
The results are summarised in the following table.  
 
Despite, differences of opinion on key issues such as dog access, intensity of sport use and bushland 
management, the overwhelming outcome was a genuine interest and care for the reserve by the 
community and a desire to see the reserve remain largely as it is. Most users expressed a desire to see a 
balanced approach to the use and management of the Reserve to enable all different user groups and the 
community use it.   
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 
1    Park should be shared 

 Peaceful 

 Mixed use 

2  Dinghy rack – None and promised, notified by council years ago.  Outbuilding – Turned into a cafe 

 Priory – Gallery/Art centre 

 BBQ/Picnic areas 

 Toilet Blocks (Managed) 

 Ramp near Rowing 

 Sport – Ampitheatre 

3  State of river/polluted 
 

 Separating bikes/walking paths 

 Playground 

 Priory path 

4  Bike Riding 

 Nature Observation 

 Parking on Manning street 

 2 match at any time 

 Signage 

 Exclusive use for local clubs 

 Lack of grounds need to add more in system 

 Lighting 

 Boundary to stop balls 

5    The creek near and above the weir needs better management 

 Creek/Wetlands could be extended 

 More paths 

 Work with Marist brothers too improve bushland management 

6  Only dog park in area  Soil testing 

 Priory – cafe 

 Water testing 

7    No Playground 

8  No areas to walk dogs other than Hunters Hill 

 Sport- litter, Rude 

 Small toilet block 

 Possible future alternative venues for sport – Gladesville public school, Horse paddock 

9  Grassland- mowed, but nothing else maintained 

 Ponds are dangerous 

 No objection to children’s sport. 

 Shared usage 

 Beautiful place – status quo 

 If toilet block, managed (locked) 

 No more residential 

 No more trees 
 

10  Maintain character of this reserve  Toilet Block – Discreet/blends 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 

 Used by everybody 

 There is room for soccer 

 Shared area 

 Leash free 

 Residents with dogs 

 Very social 

 Wider paths 

11  Lovely community park 

 Friendly community park 

 Football club taking over 

 Leave Riverglade as charming/unspoilt 
 

12  Status Quo  Toilet block – (High Profile location, lighting, managed) 

13  Maintaining existing areas (Manning Road entry) 

 Generally happy with status Quos 

 No toilets no fenced dog areas 

 Skewed view (survey areas) 

 Drainage (end of creek, soccer fields) 

 Do not waste effort on new planting 

 More conservation (small birds, natural) 
 

14  Vehicular access/parking 

 Happy for sport/playgrounds 

 Priory –Cafe/restaurant/function centre 
 

15  Balanced activity  Not exclusive to sports 

 Managed process of weed removal and habitat extension 

16  Status Quo (balance for everybody)  No toilet block  

 Soccer (keep level of usage reasonable, no exclusive use) 

 Near priory (future surveillance) 

17  Water quality (danger for dogs and children) 

 Parking with sport in private school 

 Opposed to becoming a sports ground 

 Clarity of dog areas 

 New ranger, very vigilant 
 

18  Balanced use (dogs, soccer, kids)  Toilets 

19  Local park – not soccer field 

 No BBQ 

 Used to be walk through marish brothers 

 Maintain dog exercising 

20  Pond (filtration, not being cleaned) 
 

 Security 

 Tree planting (Future maintenance, “No money”) 

21  Increasing intensity of soccer use   
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 

 No public toilets  

 No car parking 

 Fruit trees 

22  Lack of play equipment 

 Lack of water 

 No public toilets 

 Future use should be for passive recreation 

 Upgrade bike/cycle tracks 

 Provide public toilets 

 Improve safety features and lighting 

 Divide path into purpose driven walking and cycling 

 Solar lighting 

 Tap – should be divided into an (Auto Off dog tap) Concrete bowl. 

23  Lack of BBQ/Picnic areas 

 Lack of water bubblers 

 No public toilets 

 Future use should be for passive recreation and environment protection/conservation 

 Link to Gladesville hospital precinct 

 A jetty for use by local boat owners (ferries) 

 Extend bike way/walking paths around the water front to Henley  

 Do not develop Marist Brothers Area 

 Maintain Statues Quo 

 Well-presented/maintained 

 Playing soccer at the reserve is fine 

 Toilets/BBQ – unobtrusive  

 Reserve is important for people’s health/wellbeing 

 Community Garden up past bridge 

24    Reserve should be used for active rec 

 Leash free for the whole area – not practical 

 Picking up dog waste 

 Toilet block 

 Bubbler waste into dog bowl 

25  Lack of Ducks 

 Dog area should be properly signposted 

 Future use should be for passive recreation and environment protection/conservation 

 Don’t bring cars in 

 Good as it is 

26    Improve park signage 

 Protect Priory heritage 

 Keep it quiet 

 Don’t need play equipment 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 

 Good open space (unique) 

 Don’t spoil it with man made things has enough natural beauty 

 Remain as a garden suburb 

 Keep reserve as is 

 Social Hub 

27  No public toilets  Future use should be for Aboriginal Heritage Conservation and Environment 
protection/conservation 

 Provide public toilets 

 Provide more park furniture 

28  Lack of water bubblers 

 Jetty 

 Paths dangerous 

 Toilets – open view, break ins 

 Shared by all – control sport 

 Toilet block discreet 

 Control use 

 Keep reserve as is 

 Cycling etiquette 

 Car parking – Waruda Pl, Emergency vehicles 

29  Lack of water bubblers 

 Lack of shaded grass areas 

 Reserve should be used for active recreation and Environment protection/conservation 

 Provide club rooms/amenities for sports clubs 

 Provide more shade areas 

 Fund more environment conservation activities 

 Upgrade the priory 

30    Future use of the reserve should be for passive recreation (non-organised) 

 Environment protection/Conservation 

 European Heritage Conservation 

 More car parking 

31  No public toilets 

 Bushland areas for human toilet 

 Public toilets – discreet, signage, 

 Dog walking access 

 Clarify signage  

 Can work together/most people responsible 

32  Lack of water bubblers 

 No public toilets 

 Dog waste bags empty 

 Human faeces sniffed out by dogs 

 Future use of the reserve should be for Passive/Active recreation 

 Improve vehicular access and car parking 

 Provide children’s playground (fenced) 

 Provide public toilets 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 

 Do not like to see people fishing because of injury to wildlife (ducks)  Dog water Bowl 

 Sedimentation of ponds 

 Don’t fence water’s edge 

33    Provide public toilets (discreet) 

 Clarify on/off leash areas 

 Off leash whole of park during week (restricted times) 

 Bring down soccer poles when not in use 

 Playground maybe in association with a priory coffee shop 

 All Saints is a large club, 450 members, needs home base. 

34  Path width 

 Residents cutting down Sheoaks 

 Mowing for soccer (Ruining the reserve slopes and causing erosion) 

 Future of the reserve should be for (Passive Recreation, Active Recreation, Environment 
Protection/Conservation, European Heritage Conservation, Aboriginal Heritage Conservation and 
Education and Research) 

 Whole reserve leash free (clarify signage) 

 Priory – cafe upgrade 

 Happy for sport to go on 

 Small and unobtrusive or temporary for football season 

 Vandalism – dog waste bags 

 Car parking 

 Public Toilets (controlled/managed) 

35  No roads touch the park  Local park (Priority) 

 The priory hub for children’s facilities, parking 

 Mix of parks (sport/non-sport) 

 Organised Sport (Only significant park without sport in Hunters Hill) 

 Happy for Joey’s Adult sport (no car parking issues) 

 Unencumbered (no facilities) 

 Soccer – perception approval for use 
- No parking safety 
- No amenities 

36    Future use of reserve should be for Passive/Active Recreation 

 Provide more park furniture 

 No fencing 

 No public toilets 

 Keep reserve as is 

 Organised Sport (No dogs, time separated – not area separated, keep it simple) 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 
37  Lack of water bubblers 

 No public toilets 

 Bicycle riding (wider path, close to river) 

 Uncomfortable for old people 
 

 Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation (non-organised), Environment 
Protection/Conservation and Education and Research as well as community and social values. 

 Doggy Bags 

 Wider Footpaths/level 

 Amenities – toilets 

 Water bubblers 

 Sport- controlled use/weekends 

38  Pollution/ rubbish top of creek  Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation (non-organised) 

 Improve safety features/lighting 

 Provide children’s playground 

39  Lack of control over dogs 

 Lack of cleaning up dog waste 

 Paths not wide enough 
 

 Extend footpath/Widen 

 Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation (non-organised) and Active Recreation 
(organised/competitive) 

 BBQ facilities 

 Shelter 

 Dog management 

40  Pollution at top of river 

 Manning Rd entry – Not maintained, weeds 

 Reserve should be used for passive/Active Recreation 

 Provide children’s playground 

 Provide BBQ/Picnic areas 

 Provide more/fenced dog exercising areas 

 Provide public toilets 

 Provide more shade areas 

 Improve safety features and lighting 

 Provide more park furniture 

 Walking track looped 

 Open up Priory (more activities/use 

 Signage 

41  No public toilets  Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation (also happy for it to be used for children’s sport) 

42  Restricting car access to sports fields (need to organise)  Provide public toilets 

 Dog walker advocate (socialisation/community building 

 Happy for soccer to co-exist 

 Local park priority 

 Need to restrict people overflow 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 

 Need to restrict vehicular access 

43  Reserve taken by soccer (Sat/Sun)  Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation  

 Provide more shade areas/shelters 

 Provide more park furniture 

 Community and commercial activities at the Priory 

44  Taken over by soccer  Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation 

 Provide more park furniture (Attractive furniture) 

 Allow community and commercial activities at the Priory (Cafe) 

45  Lack of shaded grass areas 

 Too many dogs/areas for dogs 

 Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation 

 Leave Reserve as is with more trees. 

46  Ponds overgrown and smell 

 Road being overused and subject to erosion 

 Dense vegetation against Fryar place (burglary risk as it provides cover 

 Provide public toilets 

 Provide children’s playground 

 Allow community and commercial activities at the priory 

47  Car parking and access 

 Lack of BBQ/Picnic areas 

 Lack of seating and weather shelters 

 Lack of access to Tarban Creek 

 Too crowded/Overuse of playing fields 

 No public toilets 

 Feeling of Safety (Security) 

 Lack of cultural heritage conservation 

 Floating pontoon to launch dinghies and canoes  

 Future use of the reserve should be for Passive Recreation, Environment Protection/Conservation 
and European Heritage Conservation 

 Being able to park a motor vehicle or bike easily without inconveniencing local residents 

 Playground to be installed 

 Improve access to the harbour and waterways 

 Improve vehicular access and car parking 

 Provide more park furniture 

48  Lack of water bubblers 

 Too crowded/overuse of playing fields 

 No public toilets 

 Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation (non-organised) 

 Provide bike access away from paths 

49  No kiosk and food facilities 

 Poor quality of playing/sports fields 

 Too crowded/overuse of playing fields 

 Need an extensive and ongoing weed control program along Tarban Creek 

50  Lack of native vegetation regeneration 

 Too many dogs/areas for dogs 

 Feeling of safety (security) 

 State of pond 

 Fear of burglary/lack of view 

 Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation(non-organised) and Environment 
Protection/Conservation 

 Fear of children falling into the pond near Fryar Place 

 Owners allowing dogs off their leash in unprotected areas. (this is a fear of harm to children and 
elderly people in particular) 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS 

 Upgrade walking tracks 

 Improve safety features and lighting 

 Fund more environment conservation activities 

51  Lack of seating and weather shelters 

 Lack of access to Tarban Creek 

 No public toilets 

 Needs low key launch area 

 Reserve should be used for Passive/Active Recreation 
 

52  Lack of Native vegetation regeneration 

 Too crowded/Overuse of playing fields 

 Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation and Environment Protection/Conservation 

 Improve access to the harbour and waterways 

 Fund more environment conservation activities 

 Provide fresh water tap 

53  Too crowded/overuse of playing fields 

 Prior to last year’s use as a sports area, balance of activities worked 
very well. 

 More environmental interpretive signage 

 Reserve should be used for Passive Recreation and Environment Protection/Conservation 

 Small bird habitat corridor extension 

 Conservation or natural vegetation and values 

 Provide more shade areas 

 Fund more environment conservation activities 

 Upgrade the Priory 

 Allow community and commercial activities at the Priory 

 Encourage responsible dog management 

 
 
 
Please note: Many of the people who came to speak with the project team at the park, also completed online surveys. 
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2.3 WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
 
The community were invited would like to make any further comments about the reserve. The following 
table is a summary of survey respondents’ additional comments. 
 
Again, despite, differences of opinion on key issues such as dog access, intensity of sport use and bushland 
management, the overwhelming outcome was a genuine interest and care for the reserve by the 
community and a desire to see the reserve remain largely as it is. Most users expressed a desire to see a 
balanced approach to the use and management of the reserve to enable all different user groups and the 
community use it.   
 
A number of people commented that the survey was pulled down off the website earlier than notified and 
was quickly rectified by putting the survey back up on the website and an alternative method to send in 
hard copy surveys. 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS/OPPORTUNITIES 

1  Insufficient parking for cars congesting streets 

 Easy access by walking/bike 

 Near impossible access for emergency vehicles to the reserve 
during congestion 

 Lack of consultation with residents/users of the reserve 

 Club sports overloaded the local streets with cars 

 Club sport generated an unacceptable level of noise 

 Club sport generated an unacceptable amount of litter 

 Usually little conflict between visitors and daily users of the 
reserve 

 Wattles planted 10-12 years ago have not been replaced as they 
have died off 

 Weed species have spread through the replanted areas 

 Poor drainage 

 Sample soil/water 

 No formed access for maintenance vehicles which leads to 
driving over grass and wheel ruts 

 Fenced children playground 

 Amenities building 

 Additional nature trails 

 Toilets (located close to the Manning Rd entry to the reserve) 

 Competitive sport limited to single pitch  

 Addition of shade trees along the water’s edge and elsewhere throughout the reserve 

 Install a small pontoon 

 A new shared user path to remove conflict on the waterside path 

 Fence vulnerable areas of bushland used by animals for breeding 

2  Insufficient parking causing grief to residents. 

 Insufficient parking has lead to coffee vendor parking illegally 
endangering peoples safety 

 Noise from the sports  is affecting the residential area 

 Loud obscene language offensive to residents 

 Litter is left for residents to clean up  

 Amenities block would only be used 5-10% of the year while 
residents will endure it 100% 

 Vandalism 

 Emergency vehicle access insufficient. Near impossible for 
emergency vehicles to get through the streets with all the cars. 

 Restore the reserve back to the original plan of management with only one playing field 

 Need to address vandalism 

3   Permanent supply of drinking water 

 Secured access to the soccer pitches between 8-11am Saturday mornings for juniors  

 Reinstatement of two 20mx20m rectangles that are used for small collapsible goals 
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NO CURRENT ISSUES FUTURE NEEDS/OPPORTUNITIES 

 Permanent fixed toilets within reasonable access of football pitches 

 Preferential booking rights over non-hunters hill resident football clubs 

 Improved permanent parking 

 Improved emergency vehicle access 

 Access to the pitches Saturday afternoons between 1-5pm for seniors 

4  Soccer is no longer low key recreation 

 Objects where amenities blocks have been planned 

 

5   Playground to be installed 

 Cafe to be installed 

6     Playground to be installed 

7  Congested traffic 

 Congested traffic makes impossible for emergency vehicles to 
get through 

 have a ranger down at Rocher, De Milhau, Centennial and Joly Parade 
 

8  Does not need an amenities block 

 Insufficient parking 

 Riverglade Reserve should remain as natural possible 

 Should remain a passive recreation centre 

 Large off leash dog area 

 Reserve to be looked after by qualified council members 

 Separate cycle paths from walking paths 

 Playground to be developed 

 Cafe to be implemented 

9  Maintenance on reserve insufficient by council 
 

 Install drainage under higher paths 

 No new plants, maintain what is there 

 Reduce the amount of Indian Mynah birds 

 No toilets 

 No amenities 

10  Reserve not maintained well 

 Trees are a haven for criminals and thugs 

 Overgrown vegetation a problem along creek 

 Organized sport and club sport should not be done at this facility  

11    Keep off leash dog area (unfenced) 

12  Slippery when wet surface  Concreted path between edge of Fryar place to existing walking path 

13  Parking insufficient for the amount of traffic club sport brings 

 No amenities block should be developed 
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2.4 FOCUS GROUPS/STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 
 
Focus Groups and or Stakeholder Interviews were held with key stakeholders and the Community in March 
and April 2012. 
 
The following section summarises the current issues and future needs identified in these consultations 
 
 
RECREATION & COMMUNITY  

Current Issues 

 Lack of community consultation and transparency in Council processes 

 Lack of maintenance of environmental works/ maintaining previous investments 

 Water Quality Issues 

 Over use of reserve for competitive sport, displacing community recreation use 

 Lack of emergency, carparking and access to reserve for sport 

 Increasing use as population density increases 

 Safety at night/Vandalism 
 

Future Needs 

 Maintain environmental values and focus of management  

 Passive recreation priority value – limit competitive sports use 

 Genuine and Ongoing involvement and Engagement with Community regarding the management 
of the reserve 

 Future Facilities – playground, toilets, reserve gateways & entries, improve and widen  
bikeway/path to meet bike & walker needs, carparking and access, launch for kayaks, possible 
boardwalk 

 Re-connect to Gladesville Hospital site, bike/commuter routes/loops 

 Off-leash across the whole basin area 

 Future development sensitive to place/ESD design 

 Future of Marist Brother Site, RTA Land & Priory 
 

NEIGHBOURS 

Current Issues 

 Reserve well-loved and used by the local community and residents. Great sense of ownership.  Lack 
of Carparking & Access, Emergency Vehicle access 

 Security and poor behaviour at night 

 Poor water quality in the retention ponds and adjacent ground water seepage 

 Over use by sport, displacing local community use, causes noise, toilet and carparking issues 

 Safety on the main walkway for children, older adults, dogs and bikes 
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Future Needs 

 No Change – maintain reserve as is, for families and local residents, passive recreation and 
environmental protection 

 Balanced and shared use & management approach 

 Safety & Security of Neighbour properties  

 Protection of views/property values 

 Carparking & Access 

 Emergency Vehicle Access 

 Improve general quality of vegetation. Prioritise budgets & resource allocation - Maintain first, then 
improve  

 New/Improved Facilities - Widen/Improve safety of main walking path for walkers, children and 
bikes, small playground, cafe in the Priory, conserve & interpretation of heritage, boat/kayak 
launch 

 Sensitive development approach 

 Maintain dog exercising areas and sport within basin area. 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

 The reserve and Priory one of the first in the area, and the Reserve still contains much of the land 
that made up the original farm holdings, look and feel of place. 

 The Priory has great scope for mixed community/commercial use. Could draw on original vineyard, 
apple orchard farm, patient recovery/rehabilitation concepts. Must be used 
practically/commercially to enable it to be conserved. 

 Linkages with the Gladesville Hospital site needs to be strengthened through physical and 
interpretive connection 

 Maritime stone walling significant and must be maintained 

 There are significant aboriginal heritage sites that must be maintained. 
 

ENVIRONMENT & CONSERVATION 

Current Issues 

 Top Three priority reserves in Hunters Hill from a bushland conservation perspective 

 A number of threatened species 

 Need to maintain exotics for small bird habitat 

 Limited budgets and reliance on Volunteers –bushland budget is $63K across 14 reserves. For past 
4 years bushland work has been grant funded. Ideally need $30K per annum for reserve. 

 Need for education and Interpretation of values and ongoing works 
 

Future Needs 

 Implement EVRAP and “River to River” plans 

 Bushland to the North of creek to be maintained as an exclusion zone for dogs and people 

 Increased budgets and resourcing 
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 Maintain “unkept”, “wild” look 
 

 SPORTS CLUB USERS  

Current Issues 

 Lack of sports playing fields in local area and losing access to neighbouring Municipality fields 

 Use mainly Saturday’s 

 St Joseph’s College access rights increase intensity of use at reserve 

 Carparking & Access – Club tries to influence member behaviour but options are very limited 
 

Future Needs 

 1 Full Size and 1 ¾ size playing field. 

 Need to minimise number of venues operate out of 

 Running Water 

 Toilets 

 Storage 

 Car Parking 
 

HUNTERS HILL COUNCILLOR’S 

 
Current Issues 
 

 Traffic and carparking, particularly related to increased intensity of sports use 

 Security, poor behaviour and vandalism at night 

 Need to improve quality of facilities 

 Reserve needs to be managed for balanced and shared use of all user groups 
 
 
Future Needs 
 

 Alternate venues for sport 

 Manage demand for sports field based sport. Look at private school use of sports fields 

 Maintain Dog exercise areas 

 Use priory for community/Commercial use 

 More carparking and improved access 
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2.5 SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION 
 
This sections summarises the findings of the in park interviews, written submissions and focus group 
sessions undertaken for the study. Overwhelmingly the consultation highlighted how well the reserve is 
maintained and a desire for the community usage of the site to be balanced. In the consultations it was 
clear that nobody was advocating major change to the site. 
The consultation included: 
 
3 Household Survey (300+ responses) 

4 In Park Consultations 

5 Written Submissions 

6 6 Stakeholder Focus Groups – Recreation & Community, Neighbours, Heritage, Conservation, Sports 

Groups and Councillor’s. 

 
Current issues 
 

 Lack of Car parking & Traffic Management  

• Primarily related to sports usage 
• Special Events 
• The Priory 

 
 Intensity of sports usage  

• Displacing community/recreation usage 
• Car parking & traffic issues in Waruda & Joly Parade  
• Lack of toilets – impact on bushland 
• Lack of storage/associated facilities 

 
 Site Security & Lack of Surveillance 

• Neighbouring Property Damage & Break-ins  
• Personal Safety - Lack of Lighting 
• Night Time Use & Youth Behaviour 
• Vandalism & damage to park furniture 
• Sabotage of Trees/Bushland areas.  Security issues were raised by immediate neighbouring 

residents who were directly impacted by the issue. 
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 High Value Reserve 

• Integral part of Parramatta River Estuary Plan – transition vegetation community & water 
catchment. 

• 3 rd. High Priority Reserve in Hunters Hill – next to Boronia Park & Buffalo Creek Reserve 
from bushland conservation perspective. 

• Threatened species on site (Turpentine Forest (Marist), Coastal Salt Marsh, Sydney 
Freshwater Wetlands) 
 

 Limited Resources 

• Limited resources - $30K per year (Richmond Cres) for weed management & bushland 
restoration ($50K across 14 reserves) 
 

 Site Issues/Impacts 

• Water quality (stormwater pollutants) 
• Car parking – particularly around Waruda place, resulting from weekend sport. 
• Lack of signage/interpretation. 
• Lack of toilets – sports people using bush areas. 
• Planting required in front of Fryar Place to complete small bird habitat. 
• Residents concerned at loss of views 
• Separate walking and cycling tracks. 
• Fenced/unfenced dog areas. 
• Widening walking paths. 

 
Mixed views on the issue of off leash dog areas and whether or not these areas should be fenced 
off. 
 

 Threats 

• Growth in population & future demand 
• Marist Brothers Land subdivision 

 

Future Needs/Additional Facilities 
 

 Playground 

 Priory-cafe 

 Small Toilet block 

 Boundary to stop balls 
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3.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This section summarises the public comments received as part of the formal public exhibition period held in 
August-September 2012.  Council’s Project Management Team reviewed the comments and have 
undertaken further investigation or responded to the issues raised in the comments as required. The 
Project Management Team has recommended a range of amendments to the Final PoM, for Council’s 
consideration. 
 
 

3.1 PUBLIC EXHIBITION SUBMISSIONS 
 
This Section provides a summary of public exhibition comments, management responses and 
recommended amendments to the Draft PoM for Council consideration.  They are summarised in the 
following table.  
 
The key issues raised were as follows: 
 

 Proposed access and on reserve carparking at the end of Waruda Place. 

 Location of proposed toilet. 

 Proposed “Green Corridor” planting on the south slopes of the reserve and impacts on residential 
site lines. 

 Number of sports fields & level of use for competitive sport.  

 Protection of significant vegetation communities and remnant bushland areas. 

 Shared pathway standards 

 Plan approach, both for a guiding and more prescriptive approach 

 Future community Involvement & ongoing review 
 
As was evident in the first round of consultations, most submissions expressed a desire to see a balanced 
approach to the use and management of the reserve to enable all different user groups and the community 
to use the Reserve.   
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NUMBER MAJOR ISSUE RECOMMENDED AMENDMENT 

1. Congratulates Council on its efforts to improve this wonderful 
locality, particularly the action to provide a formal access to the 
main pathway by way of a paved link from Fryar Place.  What 
would be even more wonderful, would be another pathway link 
across the creek from the Interpretation Area (N) to Richmond 
Crescent near the southern end of Mary St.  This would facilitate 
a much improved pedestrian access for Huntleys Cove and 
Henley residents to the Holy Name of Mary Church at the 
southern end of Mary St.  It would be appreciated if the viability 
of such could at least be considered. 

Area is zoned E2 as ecologically sensitive and 
as such not appropriate for pathway.  
 
Noted that may be an opportunity to provide 
a pathway along Manning Rd and this matter 
will be referred to Council staff for 
investigation. 

 

2. Council should increase the bushland area at the end of Waruda 
Place instead of adding a car park, thus reducing impact on 
bushland, and conserving and improving habitat in corridor 
without impacting on views, or encouraging more cars on 
narrow streets of Huntleys Cove.   On-reserve car park is not 
acceptable.  Green space once lost is lost forever.  Proposed 
regional playground is in area of flying fox colony.  Council 
should consider moving toilet and playground further down 
slope.   Please make allowance for a community garden.  The 
steep slope is north facing and may be suitable for terraced no 
dig garden beds.   Council should incorporate self-composting 
toilets rather than those requiring digging, piping and 
infrastructure.  Embracing new technology may offer Council 
long term cost savings.  This reserve does function very well for 
the wide mix of users as long as a balance is maintained. 

Proposed Waruda Place carpark has been 
removed. On reserve carparking off Manning 
Rd subject to traffic & parking demand study 
at time of proposed construction.  
 
Flying Fox trees are invasive weeds. If 
removal required further assessment would 
be undertaken 
 
Exact location of playground to be 
determined as part of detailed design, and to 
take into account comments. 
 
PoM recommends toilet is constructed using 
ecological sustainable design principles. 
 
 

3. Overall it is comprehensive, balanced and thoughtful document.  
In general ASHH supports balancing of interests it strikes & 
recognition of ongoing place for organised sport at Riverglade & 
broader understanding of pressure on sports grounds in Hunters 
Hill and more broadly.  P.15 - we are keen to know what 
strategies for additional capacity consultant may have in mind.  
P.25 we are happy to work with Council on what might be 
acceptable limits on hours, days & persons per hour as flagged.  
P35/6 - we concur with urgent need for water to be connected 
& general preservation of existing balance.  P.38/40 - we note 
FERR listed as partner re dog exercising but expect ASHH to be 
identified as partner re sport facilities.  P.42 - we welcome a 
small toilet & storage facility adjacent to football fields.  P.51/52 
- re active sports area - suggest "end to end" instead "side by 
side".  Re 3rd bullet - may want to use internal markings on full 
sized pitches for smaller ones and possible use of small rollaway 
goals as discussed with consultant during the process.  Finally 
support need to improve access for emergency vehicles to the 
Reserve as a whole and playing fields in particular 

Welcome the support of Club for the PoM & 
list as partner in Plan 
 
Sport Usage & Facilities 

 PoM intent is to maintain capacity 
to host sport at the reserve. 

 PoM intent is that pitch numbers, 
the number of players and use of 
pitches at any one time is limited. 

Following amendments recommended: 

 Provide up to 2 sports field pitches, 
configured as 1x full size, 1x¾ size 
playing field. 

 No more than the equivalent of 2 
senior/mid senior games will use 
the reserve at any one time. (i.e. 
this equates to 60 players, plus 
organisers & spectators). 

 Multiple mini-fields will not be 
permissible. 

 Whilst the PoM makes provision to 
configure the basin area for two 
sports pitches it is the intent to 
limit the impact of sport on 
community and other users of the 
park by moving pitches closer 
together 

4. Our only comment is in relation to the location of the proposed 
toilet block.  We felt that a number of homes will be overlooking 
this facility and wondered why it could not be moved 
approximately 25 metres further to the west, so the existing 
large trees and bush area can soften the impact of this structure 

Toilet block location moved slightly west as 
suggested where less visible from houses 
above. 
 
The intent of location is to minimise impact 
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without affecting the access by users of these facilities.  We are 
concerned that 5 or 6 properties in Waruda Ave will have to 
overlook the toilets, and this will become a reasonably strong 
view focal point for the house between 8-14 Joly Parade, and 
some properties in George Street. 

on residents. 

5. 
 

Provided detailed wording changes and corrections. 
 
Replace island planting approach with continuous planting zone 
as per EVRAP,  
 
No loss of Remnant Vegetation with proposed park carpark built 
end of Waruda Place. 
 
 

Wording changes and corrections suggested 
incorporated 
 
The “island planting approach” and height 
limit is a response to concerns raised re 
neighbouring property sightlines.  
 
Proposed carpark at Waruda Pl to be 
removed. 
 
 

  
6.   
 

 Need to acknowledge previous PoM 

 Seeks more prescriptive plan 

 History section amended  

 Requests Reserve Advisory Committee established 

 Prioritising maintenance of existing versus development of 
new facilities.  

 Questions demand for sport, due to unsighted Draft 
Recreation Strategy. 

 Level of use of sport displacing passive use 

 Seeks single pitch  

 Separation of pitch & pedestrian walkways  

 No provision toilets or change amenities  

 No Vehicles on reserve, unless service & emergency vehicles, 

 No on-reserve carparking at end Waruda Place. If allowed 
direct access of Victoria Rd required. 

 Improved standards of path to shared use pathway 
Australian standards 

 

Wording changes incorporated as suggested.  
 
Consultation & Ongoing Review. 

 Ongoing Plan Review will be linked 
to annual review of Councils 
strategic and operational plans.  

 Council to investigate options for 
online users group. 

 Investigate options for community 
feedback as part of strategic 
management review process.  

 Council to ensure communication 
with residents for major projects in 
Reserve. 

 
Sport Use & Facilities 

 History of sport in Reserve and 
support for sport to continue from 
community, clubs and schools. 

 PoM intent is to maintain capacity 
to limited sport at the reserve. 

 Refer to comments above for pitch 
& usage level recommended 
amendments. 

 Adequate separation between the 
soccer pitch and paths to be 
further investigated. Options may 
include temporary barriers and 
alternative pathway along rear of 
soccer pitches, via toilet block. 

 Small toilet block recommended 
with small storage. 

Access & Carparking 

 Proposed carpark off Waruda Pl 
has been deleted. 

 Report wording amended to reflect 
vehicle ban – except for service 
vehicles & emergencies. 

Dogs 

 Off-Leash areas to remain as per 
Draft PoM 

 Exclusion Zones are identified & 
Bushland Co-ordinator has advised 
proposed approach, effective 
deterrent & lowest maintenance 
cost. 
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Paths/Cycleways  

 Plan recommends upgrade of 
cycleway to meet shared use 
standards, subject to further 
investigation & feasibility. 
 

7. Concerned that any changes made to the area should not have a 
detrimental impact on the native vegetation, particularly the 
trees.  Only 1 soccer field should be permitted.  The small but 
significant amount of remnant bushland in the Riverglade 
Reserve should be preserved.  I believe it is important for the 
Council to maintain a strong position that the Riverglade Reserve 
is an important recreation area for all members of the 
community which should not be manipulated to suit any small 
unrepresentative group. 

The “island planting approach” & height 
restriction is a response to concerns raised re 
neighbouring property sightlines.  
 
Proposed Waruda Pl carpark to be removed. 
 
Sports usage & facilities limited as per 
response above. 

8. We support the submission made by FERR but also feel that 
there should be no plantings along waters-edge path or 
elsewhere to impede/reduce water views from Huntleys Cove 
residents.  If an amenities block built, it should be sited further 
west of location V, out of sight of any Huntleys Cove residences.  
If area beyond end of Waruda Place is to be used as a carpark, 
then access should be direct from Victoria Rd. 

The “island planting approach” and height 
restriction is a response to concerns raised re 
neighbouring property sightlines.  
 
Toilet Location has been moved west as 
suggested. The intent of location is to 
minimise impact on residents. 
 
Carparking recommendation to be changed. 
Delete Waruda Pl carpark. 
 

9. Instead of making a separate submission The Trust adds its 
support to the FERR submission, which we commend for its 
depth and thoroughness. 

Refer response to FERR submission. 

10. Oppose regular sport on Riverglade Reserve and not acceptable 
to have three pitches and not suitable for Club sport. Upgrading 
of the shared cycleway and pedestrian track along waters edge 
is required. No need for addition carparking 

Paths/Cycleways  

 Plan recommends upgrade of 
cycleway to meet shared use 
standards, or additional cycle path 
at rear of fields. 

Carparking & Access 

 Carparking recommendation to be 
changed. Delete Waruda Pl 
carpark. 

Sport Use & Facilities 

 History of sport in Reserve and 
support for sport to continue from 
community, clubs and schools. 

 PoM intent is to maintain capacity 
to limited sport at the reserve. 

 Refer to response above for pitch 
& usage level recommended 
amendments. 

 

11. ASHHFC broadly supports the great majority of the PoM  and 
believes it has struck an appropriate balance. Need continual 
dialogue and future opportunities to participate. Club is 
prepared to contribute toward cost of relevant items. Support 
off leash dog boundaries, new facility development, carpark & 
access proposals. 

  Welcome the support of ASHH Club for the 
PoM & list as partner in Plan 
 
Sport Usage & Facilities 

 PoM intent is to maintain capacity 
to host sport at the reserve. 

 PoM intent is that pitch numbers, 
the number of players and use of 
pitches at any one time is limited. 

Following amendments recommended: 

 Provide up to 2 sports field pitches, 
configured as 1x full size, 1x¾ size 
playing field. 

 No more than the equivalent of 2 
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senior/mid senior games will use 
the reserve at any one time. (i.e. 
this equates to 60 players, plus 
organisers & spectators). 

 Multiple mini-fields will not be 
permissible. 

Whilst the PoM makes provision to configure 
the basin area for two sports pitches it is the 
intent to limit the impact of sport on 
community and other users of the park by 
moving pitches closer together.  

12. 
 

Hunter's Hill Trust endorses the submission provided to Council 
by FERR.  Additionally Trust considers that the demands of 
sporting groups should not be given precedence over Councils 
duty of care to the site and greater clarity required re limits to 
sporting use. Need tighter management of off leash dog areas & 
it is a concern that Council's obligations to bushland is through 
grants rather than from the core budget. Welcome the inclusion 
of the Priory. 

Sport Use & Facilities 

 History of sport in Reserve and 
support for sport to continue from 
community, clubs and schools. 

 PoM intent is to maintain capacity 
to limited sport at the reserve. 

 Refer to response above for pitch 
& usage level recommended 
amendments. 

 
Council Ranger to enforce “off leash” dog 
areas. 

13. Concern re changes from E2 to RE1 in relation to central 
southern native vegetation. Fence along top edge of tip area, no 
removal of trees, sensible dog policy, more seating would be 
desirable but not sure about BBQ's 

Zoning is a LEP matter and will not be dealt 
with by the PoM.  
Pond cleaning included in POM. 
Further investigation to be undertaken of tip 
area referred to. 

 
3.2 PUBLIC EXHIBITION SUBMISSION MEETING  
 
A meeting was held in December 2012 with individuals and groups that provided a written submission 
during the Public Exhibition period.  15 people attended the meeting. The following issues were discussed: 
 
1. Access through Villa Maria land - it was noted that the POM could request that discussions be held with 

Villa Maria to allow access to Richmond Cres. 
 

2. Proposed carpark off Waruda Place - it was the unanimous view of the meeting that it was not 
necessary to include as a future option a carpark off Waruda Place. Whilst there was some concern 
about carparking in the area during the last winter soccer season it was felt that the loss of green space 
and potential negative consequences of a carpark in this area did not warrant its construction. 

 
3. Proposed additional carpark off Manning Rd - concern was expressed by the meeting at the loss of the 

camphor laurels and the flying fox colony. 
 
4. Playground - location would be determined as part of detailed design process. It was suggested that it 

be on slope, closer to path. It was noted that it could be contaminated ground and soil studies would 
be required. 

 
5. Toilet – it was requested that the POM ensure that any toilet is small, toilet only with unobtrusive 

design and location – siting is critical and done within ecological sustainable design parameters. 
 

6. Playing fields - intent is to restrict sport in terms of numbers and layout to one full size field and one ¾ 
field. There was a range of views however the meeting recommended no Sunday usage of sporting 
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fields. It was also suggested that Council work with schools to encourage access to school sporting 
fields. 

 
7. Carparking - it was suggested that Council work with Clubs/schools using sporting fields to ensure that 

they advise members of appropriate places to park and that rangers are used to monitor parking.  
Emergency access to be ensured. 

 
8. Involvement of Community in future - options were discussed for involvement of community in future 

management of the Reserve. Broader Bushland committee was discussed and the Sportsfield users 
group. The meeting wanted to ensure that any changes in Riverglade Reserve do not happen without 
adequate consultation with users of Reserve. The meeting recommended that the POM include the 
need for strong commitment to consultation to any change in Reserve.  It was suggested that a web 
based users group could be established with a commitment to consult with this group for future 
changes in the Reserve. 

 
9. Tip – concern was raised about a small section of Reserve near the boundary to private land which 

needs to be fenced to stop people going up there as it is steep and has contaminated rubble. 
 
 



Hunters Hill Council    

Plan of Management 

Riverglade Reserve 
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